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REVIEW. 

Sensational  declines  in  cotton  prices  were  recorded  during  the 
■week  ending  March  24.  The  average  of  the  quotations  in  10  des- 
ignated spot  markets  lost  l-Jct  per  pound.  May  future  contracts  at 
New  York  declined  nearly  2d;  and  May  futures  at  New  Orleans 
declined  nearly  2%$.  The  demand  for  spot  cotton  in  the  South 
was  very  light.  Sales  of  future  contracts  on  the  future  exchanges 
were  in  large  volume. 

Because  of  the  growing  scarcity  of  raw  cotton  supplies  the  trade's 
attention  is  directed  with  more  than  usual  interest  to  reports  re- 
garding the  progress  of  the  new  crop. 

On  the  front  page  of  the  March  24  issue,  in  the  paragraph  per- 
taining to  cotton,  the  statement  was  made  that  "stocks  of  cotton 
on  hand  in  the  United  States  on  February  28  totaled  1,000,000 
bales,  or  500,000  bales  less  than  the  stocks  on  hand  February  28, 
1922."  This  statement  was  erroneous.  The  figures  should  have 
been  5,278,894  bales  for  February  28,  1923,  and  7,435,476  bales  for 
February  28,  1922,  thus  making  the  stocks  on  hand  February  28, 
1923,  over  2,000,000  bales  less  than  a  year  earlier.  The  correct 
figures  appeared  on  page  276  of  the  same  issue  in  the  table  showing 
supply  and  distribution  of  cotton. 

Potato  prices  advanced  sharply  during  the  week  ending  March  24. 
Prices  f.  o.  b.  shipping  points  went  up  100-350  per  100  pounds, 
and  Idaho  russets  touched  $1.25,  or  trace  the  previous  week's 
price.  Similar  advances  occurred  in  city  markets.  Texas  flat 
type  cabbage  again  sold  at  S120  per  ton  in  St.  Louis.  Old  cabbage, 
however,  was  generally  cheaper.  Most  other  lines  held  nearly 
steady  with  only  occasional  upturns.  Shipments  of  12  leading 
products  decreased  8  %  during  the  week,  but  were  heavier  than  a 
year  ago. 

Grain  future  prices  declined  during  the  week  ending  March  24. 
Favorable  weather  conditions  in  winter  wheat  belt  and  a  lighter 
export  demand  were  main  market  factors.  Cash  wheat  prices  were 
firm,  No.  2  Red  Winter  reaching  $1.38  at  Chicago,  a  new  high  for  the 
crop.     Corn  demand  active  in  nearly  all  markets,  cash  corn  making 


new  high  record  at  St.  Louis.  Wheat  stocks  in  country  mills  and 
elevators  on  March  1  estimated  at  91,546,000  bushels,  compared 
with  75,071,000  bushels  on  March  1  last-year. 

Hay  market  continued  generally  firm  during  the  week  ending 
March  24.  Bad  road  conditions  and  car  shortage  in  Central  West 
restricted  movement  in  that  territory.  Large  stocks  in  southern 
markets,  together  with  light  offerings,  advanced  prices.  Larger 
shipments  stimulated  by  recent  high  prices  weakened  alfalfa  mar- 
ket at  Kansas  City. 

Feed  prices  displayed  an  easier  tendency  during  the  week  ending 
March  24.  The  approach  of  the  pasturage  season  was  held  respon- 
sible for  the  apathetic  interior  demand. 

Live-stock  receipts  at  Chicago  during  the  week  ending  March  24 
were  abnormally  small  at  the  beginning  of  the  week,  but  later  runs 
were  generally  larger  than  during  the  previous  week  except  in  the 
case  of  hogs.  Sharply  higher  prices  for  nearly  all  classes  were 
paid  early  in  the  week,  but  prices  generally  declined  later.  Several 
decks  of  California  spring  lambs  arrived  at  Denver  and  Omaha. 
The  sheep  and  lamb  market  strengthened. 

Light  receipts  of  fresh  meats  at  Chicago  and  eastern  markets 
brought  about  substantial  gains  on  most  classes  of  meat. 

The  statistical  report  on  the  live-stock  and  meat  situation  for 
January  shows  that  prices  for  nearly  all  classes  of  live  stock  were 
higher  than  during  the  previous  month,  as  well  as  higher  than  during 
January,  1922.  Slaughterings  were  heavier  than  during  the 
previous  month  except  in  case  of  hogs. 

Seed  sales  continued  to  be  unusually  slow  during  the  week 
ending  March  24.  Prices  for  most  seeds  were  weaker  and  a  few 
were  quoted  lower  than  a  week.  ago. 

The  index  number  of  the  farmer's  purchasing  power  during 
February  stood  at  69,  a  gain  of  one  point  during  the  month. 

Butter  markets  were  weak  and  unsettled  most  of  the  week  ending 
March  24,  although  steadier  at  the  close.  Supplies  on  the  market 
were  light,  but  sentiment  resisted  every  advance,  receivers  pressing 
goods  for  sale  almost  upon  arrival.  Nearness  to  season  of  flush  pro- 
duction probably  was  the  principal  element  of  influence.  New 
season  has  already  opened  on  the  Pacific  coast,  and  California  butter 
is  now  reaching  eastern  markets.     Foreign  butter  moved  slowly. 

Cheese  markets  were  barely  steady.  Export  demand  fell  off  ma- 
terially with  buying  limited  mostly  to  New  York  City  market,  pre- 
sumably on  account  of  needing  supplies  for  immediate  shipping. 
Domestic  demand  dull. 

Severe  frost  damage  to  early  fruit  and  truck  crops  confirmed 
by  reports  received  during  week  ending  March  27.  . 
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Production,  Prices,  and  Crop  Values  of  Potatoes. 


Production  and  prices  of  potatoes  do  not  exhibit  cyclical  or  wave- 
like movements  such,  as  appear  in  changes  in  general  business  con- 
ditions and  in  the  general  price  level  of  all  commodities,  but, 
rather,  show  oscillatory,  or  backward  and  forward  year-to-year 
fluctuations.  Moreover,  there  is  an  inverse  relationship  between 
production  and  prices;  that  is,  when  production  is  low  prices  are 
high,  and  vice  versa,  and  the  total  value  of  a  crop  depends  very 
much  less  upon  its  size  than  upon  prices.  These  conclusions  are 
based  upon  a  study  of  potato  production,  prices,  and  crop  values 
during  the  43-year  period  1880-1922. 

Prices  of  potatoes  are,  of  course,  subject  to  the  law  of  supply  and 
demand,  and  are  supposed  to  move  upward  when  the  crop  is  small 
and  downward  when  the  crop  is  large.  Prices  of  potatoes  are  also 
influenced  by  the  underlying  business  forces  and  other  factors  which 
govern  the  movement  of  the  general  price  level  of  all  commodities. 

Chart  1. — Comparison  of  Potato  Prices  and  Production. 
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High  Production  Has  Meant  Low  Prices  and  Vice  Versa,  Except  in  War  Years, 
When  Unusual  Demand  Was  Followed  by  High  Prices.  The  Long-Time 
Movements  or  Secular  Trends  Have  Been  Eliminated  and  the  Two  Series 
Have  Been  Expressed  in  Comparable  Units. 

An  examination  of  the  production  and  price  figures  shows  that 
during  the  period  1880-1896  the  production  of  potatoes  in  the 
United  States  increased  steadily,  while  the  prices  at  which  these 
crops  were  sold  declined  almost  as  steadily.  Throughout  the 
period  1897-1922  the  production  continued  to  increase  while  prices, 
reversing  the  movement  of  the  preceding  period,  also  moved  up- 
ward. 

Thus  it  is  seen  that  the  long-time  trend  of  potato  production  over 
these  43  years  was  a  rising  one,  coincident  with  the  growth  of  popu- 
lation, while  the  long-time  trend  of  potato  prices  was  downward 
until  1S96,  then  upward,  having  moved  in  accord  with  the  general 
price  level  of  all  commodities. 


Chart  2.- 
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High  Production  Has  Meant  Low  Values  in  About  Two-thirds  of  the  43  Years 
Shown.  The  Long-Time  Movements  or  Secular  Trends  Have  Been  Eliminated 
and  the  Two  Series  Have  Been  Expressed  in  Comparable  Units. 


As  far  as  this  study  is  concerned,  however,  primary  interest  ia 
not  in  the  long-time  changes,  but  rather  in  the  fluctuations  within 
shorter  intervals.  The  next  step,  therefore,  is  to  secure  corrected 
figures  by  eliminating  the  long-time  movements  or  secular  trends, 
and  by  expressing  prices,  production,  and  crop  values  in  com- 
parable units. 

An  examination  of  these  corrected  figures  for  prices  and  pro- 
duction, as  shown  in  Chart  1.  reveals  the  fact  that  the  wave-like 
or  cyclical  movements  which  are  characteristic  of  changes  in 
industrial  and  business  conditions  are  not  marked  in  either  prices 
or  production  of  potatoes.  On  the  contrary  the  movements  are 
decidedly  oscillatory,  or  backward  and  forward,  in  the  case  of 
potato  prices  and  production;  that  is,  when  the  production  line 
rises  above  the  base  the  price  line  falls  below,  and,  furthermore, 
the  higher  the  production  line  rises  the  lower  the  price  line  falls. 
Only  in  9  years  out  of  the  43  did  these  lines  move  in  the  same 
direction. 

Chart  2  shows  the  relation  between  production  and  value.  In 
14  years  out  of  the  43  the  lines  showing  production  and  value 
moved  in  the  same  direction  and  in  29  years  in  opposite  directions. 
The  de"gree  of  correspondence  is  —0.19,  —1.00  indicating  perfect 
inverse  agreement.  Thus,  in  about  two-thirds  of  the  years,  1880- 
1922,  when  there  was  a  large  production,  the  value'  of  the  crop 
was  low. 

The  relation  between  price  and  crop  value  is  shown  in  Chart  3. 
In  38  years  out  of  the  43  the  lines  showing  price  and  value  moved 
in  the  same  direction,  and  in  5  years  they  moved  in  opposite  direc- 
tions. The  degree  of  correspondence  is  +0.97,  +1.00  indicating 
perfect  agreement.  This  result  shows  a  very  close  correspondence 
between  changes  in  the  value  of  the  crop  and  those  in  price. 

It  appears,  therefore,  that  the  primary  cause  for  changes  in  the 
value  of  the  crop  are  changes  in  prices  rather  than  changes  in 
production. 
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High  Value  is  the  Result  of  Hi^h  Price  Rather  Than  Large  Production  in  Most 
Cases.  The  Long-Time  Movements  or  Secular  Trends  Have  Been  Eliminated 
and  the  Two  Series  Have  Been  Expressed  in  Comparable  Units. 


Purity  and  Germination  Tests  for  Seeds  Should  Be  Made. 

The  farmer  should  test  his  seed,  or  have  it  tested,  for  purity  and 
germination  whether  it  is  offered  for  sale  or  used  on  his  own  farm. 
In  making  a  purity  test  it  is  customary  to  determine  the  percent- 
age of  (1)  pure  seed,  (2)  inert  matter,  such  as  dirt,  chaff,  and  broken 
seeds,  and  (3)  foreign  seeds,  including  weed  and  other  seeds. 

A  sample  varying  in  weight  from  1  to  100  grams  or  more  (a  tea- 
spoonful  for  the'  clovers  and  small-seeded  grasses,  a  tablespoonful 
for  the  grass  seeds,  and  a  considerably  larger  amount  for  cereal 
grains),  depending  upon  the  size  of  the  seed  being  examined,  is 
usually  taken.  In  making  a  germination  or  viability  test  to  deter- 
mine the  percentage  of  seeds  that  will  grow,  usually  two  lots  of 
100  seeds  each  are  placed  on  or  between  blotting  paper,  Canton 
flannel,  or  like  materials,  and  kept  in  a  room  or  chamber  at  a  tem- 
perature of  60°-80°  F.  for  3  to  28  days,  depending  upon  the  kind 
of  seed  being  tested . 

Samples  for  purity  and  germination  tests  may  be  sent  to  the 
Seed  Laboratory  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  at  Washington, 
D.  C.,  or  to  the' nearest  Branch  Seed  Laboratory  located  at  the  fol- 
lowing points,  La  Fayette,  Ind.;  Columbia,  Mo.;  College  Station, 
Tex.;  Corvallis,  Oreg.;  and  Sacramento,  Calif. 
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Live-Stock  Prices  Fluctuated  with  Receipts. 


Beef  steers  advanced  largely  50$  early  in  the  week,  but  later 
declined  and  closed  the  week  about  10<;-15(t  lower  than  a  week 
earlier.  Good  to  choice  yearlings  and  handyweight  bullocks  moved 
more  actively  than  heavier  kinds  of  comparable  quality  and  finish. 
Beef  cows  and  heifers  closed  unevenly  weak  and  mostly  25$  lower. 
Light  beef  heifers  on  the  baby  beef  order  featured  by  reaching  $10. 
Bulls,  veal  calves,  and  stockers  and  feeders  closed  about  steady 
after  having  made  uneven  advances  earlier  in  the  week. 

Receipts  of  hogs  for  the  first  few  days  of  the  week  were  approxi- 
mately only  50  %  of  normal  because  of  the  cold  wave  experienced  in 
nearly  all  hog-producing  sections.  Killers  and  traders  were  con; 
servative,  however,  and  curtailed  business  to  meet  the  exigency, 
and  though  prices  advanced  about  25<j:  the  two  days  of  the  shortage, 
the  gain  was  lost  Wednesday  when  adequate  shipments  arrived. 
Liberal  receipts  Thursday  caused  another  15<t— 25<t  decline,  but 
outside  demand  functioned  favorably  Friday.  Closing  prices 
averaged  around  10$  below  the  preceding  Saturday's  figures. 

FAT   WOOLED   LAMBS    SOLD    HIGHER. 

Prices  of  fat,  handyweight  wooled  lambs  recovered  from  the 
slump  of  a  week  previous  and  closed  mostly  25<p— 50<t  higher,  choice 
handy  weights  showing  the  most  advance.  Extreme  heavyweight 
wooled  lambs  finished  about  steady  while  clipped  lambs  were 
steady  to  strong.  Fed  yearling  wethers  and  fat  sheep  closed  the 
period  steady  to  25$  higher  than  a  week  earlier. 

Receipts  at  ten  large  markets  were  approximately  as  follows: 


Week. 

Cattle. 

Hogs. 

Sheep. 

Mar.  19  24,  1923.   .. 

166, 100 
165,307 
158, 773 

740,400 
739;  464 
393,916 

239,400 

Mar.  ]  2-17,  1923 

209,199 

Mar.  20-25,  1922 

203, 584 

Cattle. — Killing  quality  of  beef  steers  reflected  seasonal  improve- 
ment, a  larger  proportion  of  beef  steers  that  had  been  fed  140-160 
days  being  apparent.  Fed  Nebraska  steers  were  fairly  numerous. 
The  top  price  of  $10.35  was  paid  for  1,265-pound  averages.  Best 
yearlings,  averaging  790  pounds,  made  §10.25,  numerous  lots  turn- 
ing at  $9. 50-110.  When  prices  were  highest,  relatively  few  beef 
steers  sold  to  killers  under  $8.50;  but  as  the  week  closed  a  moderate 
supnly  mostly  of  plainly  bred  light  animals,  cashed  under  $8. 
Pro]  ably  the  heaviest  steers  offered  were  1,505-pound  averages, 
which  brought  $9.10.  Approximately  40  loads  of  Colorado  pulp-fed 
steers  sold  mostly  for  $8.50-$9.  Less  desirable  Montana  pulp-fed 
offerings  sold  downward  to  $8. 

She-stock  runs  were  proportionately  light.  A  large  portion  of 
such  stock  consisted  of  beef  heifers,  numerous  load  lots  of  which 
graded  good  to  choice.  The  top  for  heifers  was  $10  and  was  paid 
for  33  head  of  Texas-bred,  Illinois-fed  animals  averaging  647 
pounds.  Most  beef  heifers  closed  at  $6.50-$7.75.  Beef  cows  were 
numerous  at  $5.50-$7.25  but  $5-$6.75  applied  more  generally 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  week.  Canners  bringing  $3.75  and 
better  early,  were  comparable  with  kinds  at  $3.50  later,  while 
cutters,  which  exceeded  $4.50  on  Monday,  could  not  surpass  $4.25 
at  the  close. 

Best  prices  on  heavy  bologna  bulls  at  the  week  end  were  around 
$5.25,  with  the  bulk  going  at  $5-$5.15,  compared  with  $5.25-$5.50 
a  few  days  earlier.  Heavy  beef  bulls,  after  resting  at  $5.50-$6  for 
neatly  two  weeks,  slumped  sharply  and  unless  of  choice  grade 
sold  in  line  with  and  below  best  sausage  offerings. 

VEAL   CALF   PRICES    GAINED    SHARPLY. 

Scarcity  of  veal  calves,  coupled  with  an  energetic  Easter  de- 
mand, stimulated  prices  to  near  record  levels  of  the  season.  Choice 
150^180-pound  kinds  were  particularly  in  demand  by  shippers  for 
Easter  orders  and  peak  prices  for  these  were  $14-$14.50.  Packers 
paid  upward  to  $12.50  for  good  to  choice  vealers  averaging  120-135 
pounds.  On  Thursday  more  than  7,000  calves  arrived  and  prices 
fell  sharply,  packers  taking  the  bulk  at  the  close  at  $9.50-$10,  or 
about  in  line  with  a  week  earlier  when  quality  is  considered. 

Inclement  weather,  together  with  sharply  higher  prices  for  fat 
steers,  narrowed  the  country  outlet  of  stockers  and  feeders.  Supply 
of  feeders  was  comparatively  scarce.  Demanding  qualitied  thin 
kinds  more  strongly  than  recently,  finishers  took  numerous  lots  at 


$7.25-$7.75,  and  after  fat  steers  had  slumped  sharply  paid  upward 
to  $8.25  for 'meaty  selections.  Mineral  Point,  Wis.,  finishers  took 
about  1,100-pound  averages  upward  to  $8.50.  The  bulk  of  thin 
steers  taken  out  for  farther  development  averaged  600-850  pounds. 

Hogs. — Hog  prices  fluctuated  with  the  supply.  Top  light  hogs 
reached  $8.85,  from  which  they  declined  to  $8.40,  recovering  later 
to  $8.50.  Mixed  butchers  and  packing  sows  were  fairly  numerous 
and  suggested  a  spring  clean-up  on  the  part  of  some  finishers. 

The  average  price  on  Tuesday  was  $8.49,  but  the  volume  of 
business  was  distinctly  below  normal.  The  opposite  extreme  was 
reached  Thursday  when  some  choice,  strong-weight  butchers  sagged 
below  $8  and  the  average  price  dropped  to  $8.08.  On  Friday, 
however,  an  unusually  good  yard  clearance  was  effected  on  a  market 
10(t-15<!;  higher  that  closed  strong  with  shippers  taking  approxi- 
mately 30%  of  the  day's  receipts.  Slight  declines  were  shown 
on  Saturday. 

_  Total  hog  receipts  were  much  less  than  a  week  earlier  but  out- 
side demand  recovered  sufficiently  for  the  week  to  close  with  the 
total  volume  of  business  not  much  under  that  of  the  previous  week. 
Mixed  packing  hogs  moved  to  market  more  freely  and  outside 
channels  absorbed  rather  large  consignments  of  pigs,  mostly  of 
medium  quality. 

Sheep. — An  improved  outlet  for  dressed  lamb  and  liberal  shipping 
orders  from  the  East  strengthened  the  sheep  market,  and  at  the  week's 
high  point  fat  handy  lambs  equaled  the  peak  price  of  the  year. 
The  initial  shipment  for  the  season  of  genuine  spring  lambs  arrived 
at  mid-week,  53  head  of  native  origin,  averaging  40  pounds,  going 
to  packers  at  $18.  The  bulk  of  the  receipts  during  the  week  were 
Colorado  and  Nebraska-fed  lambs  and,  although  mostly  wooled, 
clipped  lambs  were  more  liberally  marketed  than  a  week  earlier. 
Packers,  city  butchers,  and  shippers  all  paid  the  week's  top  figure 
of  $15.50  for  choice  handyweight  lambs.  The  closing  top  price, 
however,  was  $15.25.  The  bulk  of  the  desirable  weight  wooled 
lambs  sold  during  the  week  at  $14-$15.25.  Recently  clipped  lambs 
sold  largely  from  $11.75  to  $12.25  and  fall  shorn  ones  as  high  as  $13. 
Heavy  clipped  lambs  brought  $10  on  most  sessions. 

Fed  yearling  wethers  and  aged  stock  were  scarce.  A  load  of 
87-pound  wooled  yearlings  brought  $13.25  and  less  desirable  kinds 
sold  for  $12.50.  Some  clipped  yearlings,  averaging  about  104 
pounds,  went  at  $10.50.  A  load  of  choice  108-pound  wooled  ewes 
sold  for  $9,  a  new  top  for  the  year  on  that  class.  Strictly  choice 
110-pound  clipped  ewes  brought  $7.75  at  the  high  time.  Aged 
wethers  sold  at  $9.25-59.35. 

Feeder  material  was  very  scarce  and  had  very  little  demand. 
A  few  loads  of  lightweight  feeders  brought  $13.65-$14.50  and  shearers 
took  several  loads  of  strong-weight  lambs  at  $14.^0-$14.75. 


Beef  Steers  Sold  Out  of  First  Hands  for  Slaughter  at  Chicago. 
Week  of  March  19-24,  1923,  with  Comparisons. 


Choice     and 

prime 

Good.  r^. . . . 

Medium 

Common 

Total.... 


Number  of  head. 


Mar. 
19-24, 
1923. 


1,479 
6,497 
14,  745 
5,542 


j-.:;n 


Mar.  Mar. 
12-17,  20-25 
1923.  19221 


797 
4,956 
16,357 
3,651 


Per  cent  of 
total  by  grade 


Mar. 
19- 
24, 

1H23. 


981  5.2 

5,781  23.0 

14,133  52.2 

5,154!  19.6 


25,761,26,049100.0 


100.0 


Average 
weight, 
(pounds). 


3.8  1,278 
22.2  1,201 
54.2  1,095 
19. 8     908 


100.0.1,092 


Mar. 

12- 

17, 
1023. 


Price  per  100 
pounds. 


i,3n;x- 

1,234   9, 
l,117j  8.65 


l,123j  8.77 


Mar. 

20- 

25, 
1922. 


S9.01 
8.41 
7.72 


Weights  and  Prices  of  Stocker  and  Feeder  Steers  at  Chicago. 

Week  of  March  19-24,  1923,  with  Comparisons. 

Number  of 
head. 

Per  cent  of 

total  by  weight 

ranges. 

Average  weight 
(pounds). 

Price  per  100 
lbs. 

Weight  ranges. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

19- 

12- 

20- 

19- 

12- 

20- 

19- 

12- 

20- 

19- 

12- 

20- 

•24, 

17, 

25, 

24, 

17, 

25, 

24, 

17, 

25, 

24, 

17, 

25, 

1923. 

1923. 

1922. 

1923. 

1923. 

1922. 

1923. 

1923. 

1922. 

1923. 

1923. 

1922. 

1,001  lbs.  up 

169 

106 

476 

8.7 

4.5 

15.6 

1,041 

1,094 

1,076 

•«8.  02 

$7.88 

$7.  29 

901-1,000  lbs 

529 

20a 

291 

27.1 

8.5 

9.6 

935 

948 

942 

7. 69 

7.1.0 

6.96 

801-900  lbs 

255 

58(1 

VIA 

13.1 

24.4 

23. 4 

844 

850 

852 

V.2U 

V.  48 

(i.  i  X 

701-800  lbs 

728 

51<j 

584 

37. 3 

21.8 

19.1 

732 

740 

748 

7.4a 

7.47 

6.54 

700 lbs.  down.... 

269 

972 

985 

13.8 

40.8 

32.3 

599 

608 

594 

6.81 

6.57 

6.39 

Total 

1, 950 

2,380 

3,051 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

810 

746 1    V92j  7.50 

7.21 

6.76 
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Stocker  and  Feeder  Shipments. 

Week  of  March  23,  1923,  with  Comparisons. 


Cattle  and  calves. 

Hogs. 

Sheep. 

Week 
Mar. 
17-23, 
1923. 

Per  cent 
of  average 

of  cor- 
respond- 
ing week 

1920, 
1921,  1922. 

.  Week 
Mar. 
17-23, 
1923. 

Per  cent 
of  average 

of  cor- 
respond- 
ing week 

1920, 
1921,  1922. 

Week 
Mar. 
17-23, 
1923. 

Per  cent 
of  average 

of  cor- 
respond- 
ing week 

1920, 
1921,  1922. 

Market  origin: 

2,003 
3,737 
2,590 
1,861 

574 
8,300 
1,633 
3,588 

927 
3,610 
1,748 

210 

39.2 
118.2 
117.3 
51.0 
103.6 
85.4 
77.2 
56.5 
73.4 
70.2 
44.0 
7.8 

2,630 
2,504 

109.2 

518 
535 

1,155 
43 

3,255 
755 
155 
379 

2,043 

5 

147 

161.1 

25.9 
61.7 

9L2 
118.5 

64.8 
105.6 

59.5 
.9 

25.9 

Indianapolis 

Kansas  City 

Oklahoma  City... 

28 
455 

63.6 
14.9 

1,104 

2,541 

811 

265 

54.9 

St.  Joseph 

1,233.5 

468.8 

Sioux  City 

80.1 

Total 

30, 781 

70.2 

8,990 

66.5 

10, 338 

90.8 

State  destination: 

80 

2 

3,033 

3,132 

1,084 

5,357 

3,635 

42 

30 

61 

45 

163 

759 

4,021 

4,077 

65 

78 

23 

1,227 

1,775 

161 

406 

57 

587 

107 

398 

312 

64 

6.9 
1, 083. 2 
77.1 
76.9 
57.7 
48.4 
10.7 
21.6 

166!  7 
49.5 
55.8 

103.1 
75.0 

406.2 

518 
699 
43 
2,643 
463 

563 

1,608.6 

32.0 
16.5 
52.4 
42.9 

28 
565 
455 

23.7 

438.0 

54.2 

Kentucky- 

Maryland 

374 

2,154 

637 

186.9 
80.8 
82.1 

258.9 

2,630 

734 

2,241 

2,301 

537.8 

Minnesota 

326.2 
162.4 

119.8 

New  Jersey 

67.6 
83.7 
82.5 
142.5 

712/5 

17.8 
52.7 
125.6 
28.1 
95.5 

Ohio 

987 

177.8 

379 

134.4 

Texas 

79 

37.3 

215 

27.1 

West  Virginia 

Wisconsin 

165 

55.9 

227 

59.3 

Total 

30, 781 

70.2 

8,990 

66.5 

10, 338 

90.8 

Comparison  of  Stocker  and  Feeder  Shipments  This  Season  with 
Previous  Seasons. 


July],  1922,  to  March  23,  1923 

Same  period  one  year  ago 

Same  period  two  years  ago 

Current  period  as  per  cent  of  average  of  two  pre- 
viou s  periods 


Cattle  and 
Calves. 


3, 467, 540 
2, 546,  952 
2, 503, 615 


Hogs. 


421,734 
229, 635 
298, 971 


Sheep. 


2,814,355 
2,311,583 
3, 568, 015 


Chicago  Wholesale  Prices  of  Cured  Pork  and  Pork  Products. 

Week  of  March  19-24,  1923,  with  Comparisons. 


Commodity. 

Mar. 
19-24, , 
1923. 

Mar. 

12-17, 

-1923. 

Mar. 
20-25, 
1922. 

Three- 
year 
ayer- 
age.i 

Hams,  No.  1,  smoked,  14-16  pounds  average 

Hams,  No.  2,  smoked  14-16  pounds  average 

Per  100 

lbs. 
$22. 10 
19.62 
13.50 
30.50 
22.00 
14.25 
11.02 
14.12 
14.50 

Per  100 

lbs. 
$21. 50 
19.00 
12.00 
30.00 
21.75 
14.25 
11.75 
14.00 
13.75 

Per  100 

lbs. 
$31.  50 
29.50 
17.50 
34.50 
25.50 
15.75 
12.50 
13.38 
14.25 

Per  100 

lbs. 

$31. 08 
28.92 
18.21 

41.00 

Bacon,  No.  2,  6-S  pounds  average 

29.71 

17.54 

1  Based  on  average  prices  for  the  following  weeks:  Mar.  22-27, 
1921;  and  Mar.  20-25,  1922. 


Most  Classes  of  Fresh  Meats  Scored  Advances. 


(Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Chicago.) 

-  Substantial  price  gains  were  made  by  most  classes  of  fresh,  meats 
at  eastern  markets  and  Chicago  during  the  week  ending  March  23. 
The  improvement  was  due  largely  to  lighter  receipts  rather  than 
to  an  active  demand,  although  the  latter  had  some  influence. 

Beef. — Receipts  of  steer  beef  at  eastern  markets  were  moderate 
and  confined  largely  to  medium  and  good  grades,  with  a  few  choice 
carcasses.  Prices  showed  some  unevenness,  but  the  general  trend 
was  firm  to  higher  with  New  York  showing  the  greatest  gains. 
At  Chicago  the  bulk  of  the  steer  beef  was  of  common  and  medium 
grades.  Good  yearling  steers  and  heifers  at  that  market  were  more 
plentiful  than  usual. 

Receipts  of  cow  beef  at  eastern  markets  were  light  to  moderate 
with  all  grades  represented.  Demand  was  somewhat  better  than 
for  steers  owing  to  the  shortage  of  common-grade  steers  and  the 
generally  higher  prices  for  steer  beef.  Advances  in  cow-beef 
prices  resulted.  At  Chicago  good  cows  were  comparatively  scarce, 
but  all  grades  shared  in  the  price  advances.  Receipts  of  bull 
carcasses  were  very  light  at  eastern  markets  and  hardly  sufficient 
in  many  instances  to  justify  quotations.  At  Chicago  the  light 
supplies  were  cleared  at  prices  mostly  500  higher.  Kosher  beef 
trade  was  fair  with  moderate  supplies  and  a  steady  to  firm  undertone 
to  the  market. 

Veal. — A  shortage  of  veal  due  to  light  receipts  and  the  usual 
pre-Easter  demand  forced  prices  sharply  upward,  particularly  at 


Average  Wholesale  Prices  of  Western  Dressed  Fresh  Meats. 
Week  of  March  19-24,  1923,  with  Comparisons. 


Kind  and  grade 


Beef  and  Veal. 


Beef: 

Steer- 
Choice  . . . 

Good 

Medium. . 
Common . 

Cow- 
Good 

Medium. . 
Common . 

Bull- 
Medium.  . 
Common. 
Veal: 

Choice 

Good 

Medium 

Common . . . 


Fresh  Pork  Cuts. 


Hams: 

12-16  average... 
Loins: 

8-10  lbs 

10-12  lbs 

12-14  lbs 

14-16  lbs 

16  lbs.  and  over. 
Shoulders: 

Skinned 

Picnics— 

4-6  lbs 

6-8  lbs 

Butts: 

Boston  style 

Spare  ribs , 


Lamb  and  Mutton. 


Lamb: 

Choice 

Good 

Medium.. 

Common . 
Mutton: 

Good 

Medium. . 

Common . 


Chicago. 


Mar. 
19-24, 
1923. 


Per  100 
lbs. 

$16. 50 
15.20 
13.45 
11.30 

11.35 
9.50 
8.70 


19.30 
17.30 


18. 50 

16.50 
15.-10 
14.45 
13.50 
12.60 

12.15 


24.  50 
22.00 
19.00 
17.30 

12.50 
11.00 
8.50 


Mar. 
12-17, 
1923. 


Per  100 
lbs. 

$16. 50 
15.25 
13.35 
10.75 

10.75 
9.50 
8.50 


7.62 

17.50 
15.50 
14.50 
11.50 


17.50 

15.00 
13.95 
13.25 
12.55 
11.50 

11.60 

9.95 
9.45 

12.60 
9.45 


24.10 
21.00 
18.00 
15.50 

12.50 
11.00 
8.50 


Mar. 
20-25, 
1922. 


Per  100 
lbs. 

$15.15 
14.35 
13.40 
11.40 


7.12 

15.50 
14.50 
12.  50 
9.00 


25.  00 

19.90 
19.00 
18.00 
17.00 


13.75 

13.  25 


10.  50 
11.50 


2s.  50 
27.50 
26.00 
23.50 

19.10 
17.10 
12.90 


3-year 
aver- 


Per  100 
lbs. 

2$17.02 
17.25 
15.40 
13.55 

13.98 
12.72 
11.58 


9.66 

21.50 
20. 15 

17.98 
14.73 


26.17 

25.80 
24.67 
22.67 
20.65 


20.07 

15.25 


27.  28 
25.30 
23.40 
21.00 

18.95 

16.78 
13.  SO 


Mar. 
19-24, 
1923. 


Per  100 
lbs. 

$15.  80 
14.80 
13.30 
11.61 

11.50 
10.50 
9.50 

9.50 
8.50 

18.70 
17.20 
15.90 
12. 30 


19.00 

17.05 
16.  05 
15.05 
13.65 
12.50 

12.80 

11.00 
10.25 

14.30 
11.50 


24.90 
23.90 
22.90 
21.10 

14.50 
13.50 
11.00 


Mar. 
12-17, 
1923. 


Mar. 
20-25, 
1922. 


Per  100  Per  100 
lbs.    I    lbs 


$14.  50 
13.50 
12.00 
10.50 

10.50 
9.50 
8.75 

8.50 

7.75 

17.10 
16.00 
14.70 
11.50 


17.00 

15.30 
14.30 
13.45 
12.70 
11.50 

12.80 

10.60 
9.50 

13.75 

11.50 


24.50 
23.50 
22.50 
20.50 

13.50 
12.25 
10.65 


514.  75 
13. 50 
12.75 
11.75 

11.00 
9.75 
9.25 

9.00 
8.25 

18.80 
15.00 
13.00 
11.00 


26.50 

21.70 
20.70 
19.70 
18.70 
17.70 

16.50 


aver- 
age.1 


Per  100 
lbs. 


$17. 08 
15.77 
14.90 

14.40 
13.28 
12.33 

11.02 

10.17 

2  20. 32 
21.20 
18.40 
15.00 


25.60 

25.62 
24.00 
22.83 
20.90 
18. 10 

17.87 


1  Based  on  averago  prices  for  the  following  weeks:  Mar.  22-27,  1920;  Mar.  21- 
1921;  and  Mar.  20-25,  1922. 

2  Two-year  average;  does  not  include  1920,  which  was  highest  price. 
2  Two-year  average;  does  not  include  1921,  which  was  lowest  price. 
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New  York  and  Chicago.  Best  demand  was  centered  on  good  and 
choice  grades  wh  h  also  advanced  the  most.  Receipts  at  other 
markets  were  also  light  and  of  better  quality  than  for  the  preceding 
week. 

Lamb. — Receipts  of  lamb  were  moderate  and  the  bulk  of  offerings 
was  heavy-fed  kinds  of  good  quality  which  were  marketed  largely 
as  cuts.     Light-weight  lamb  sold  well  regardless  of  quality. 

Mutton. — Although  demand  for  mutton  was  only  fair,  prices  were 
fully  steady  to  slightly  higher  with  selected  lots  of  desirable  kinds 
bringing  a  premium.  Heavy  yearlings  at  New  York  were  preferred 
by  many  retailers  even  at  the  price  differential  over  the  better 
grades  of  mutton. 

Pork. — Fresh  pork  cuts  shared  in  the  general  advances  made  by 
other  classes  of  meats.  Receipts  were  lighter  than  for  the  preceding 
week  and  demand  much  improved.  Frozen  loins  were  offered  in 
limited  quantities  at  New  York  and  sold  at  $1-$1.50  under  prices 
for  similar  averages  when  fresh. 


Summary  of  Live-Stock  and  Meat  Situation. 

The  trend  of  live-stock  prices  during  January,  1923,  vfas  higher 
than  during  the  previous  month  as  well  as  higher  than  in  January, 
1922.  The  average  January  price  of  cattle  was  51<j;  per  100  pounds 
higher  than  that  for  December  and  66$  higher  than  dming  January, 
1922.  Prices  of  calves  also  increased  over  December  by  72<t,  com- 
pared with  a  gain  of  29$  over  the  previous  January.  Good  steers  at 
Chicago,  however,  went  14$  below  prices  of  the  preceding  month 
although  $1.76  was  gained  over  January  of  last  year.  Calves  at 
Chicago  advanced  66$  over  December  and  $1.72  over  the  previous 
January. 

Hog  prices  likewise  showed  general  advances  throughout  the 
country,  the  average  January  price  at  Chicago  being  18$  per  100 
pounds  above  that  for  December  and  35$  above  that  for  January, 
1922.  At  Chicago  alone  prices  advanced  9$  over  the  average  Decem- 
ber price,  while  the  gain  since  the  preceding  January  totaled  35$. 

Although  average  sheep  and  lamb  prices  for  the  month  were  only 
3$  higher  for  the  country  in  general  than  during  December,  sheep 
prices,  considered  separately,  advanced  430  at  Chicago,  89$  com- 
pared with  January,  1922.  Average  lamb  prices  advanced  $1.84 
over  the  latter  month  at  Chicago  but  declined  23$  compared  with 
December. 

Meat  prices  both  for  the  preceding  month  and  for  the  correspond- 
ing month  in  1922  showed  rather  fluctuating  tendencies.  Good 
beef,  pork,  and  pork  products  declined  slightly  under  the  Decem- 
ber prices,  while  good  lamb  and  mutton  prices  advanced  somewhat. 
Good  lamb  and  mutton,  however,  showed  some  decline  under 
January,  1922,  whereas  both  pork  and  pork  products  and  good  beef 
advanced  in  price  over  this  period.  The  most  noteworthy  move- 
ment in  meat  prices  was  that  of  Boston  style  butts  which  showed  a 
decline  of  $5.71  per  100  pounds  under  December  prices  and  $4.98 
below  January,  1922,  prices. 

Slaughter  of  live  stock  under  Federal  inspection  likewise  shows 
considerable  uneveness  of  trend.  Fewer  cattle  were  slaughtered 
than  during  December,  but  the  volume  was  greater  than  for  the 
corresponding  month  the  year  before.  Calves,  on  the  other  hand, 
showed  an  increase  volume  of  slaughter  for  both  periods.  Perhaps ' 
the  most  striking  changes  to  be  found  in  either  period  were  in  the 
figures  for  hog  slaughter,  which  show  a  decrease  of  67,000  head  below 
the  December  figures  but  an  increase  of  approximately  1,150,000 
over  January,  1922.  The  total  of  sheep  and  lambs  slaughtered 
under  Federal  inspection  also  exhibits  a  rather  marked  increase, 
being  67,000  head  over  December  and  163,000  head  over  January, 
1922. 

The  average  live  weights  of  animals  slaughtered  during  January 
show  a  rather  general  increase  over  those  of  the  previous  month 
and  the  same  is  largely  true  compared  with  the  preceding  January. 
Average  cattle  weights  increased  22.14  pounds  over  those' of  Decem- 
ber, while  a  decrease  of  40  pounds  is  indicated  compared  with  Jan- 
uary, 1922.  The  average  weight  of  calves  decreased  7.67  pounds 
from  the  December  figure  while  that  for  hogs  and  sheep  increased, 
the  former  by  6.8  pounds  and  the  latter  by  1.7  pounds. 

Exports  of  meat  and  meat  products  show  very  little  change  of  any 
consequence.  Oleo  oil  and  stearin  exports  showed  considerable 
gains  over  December  and  January,  1922.  Canned  beef  also  gained 
somewhat  in  export  volume,  whereas  exports  of  fresh  beef  and  veal, 
cured  beef  and  tallow  all  declined. 

The  greatest  strength  in  the  foreign  situation  is  manifest  in  pork 
and  pork  products.  Both  fresh  and  cured  pork  made  considerable 
gains  in  export  volume,  the  increase  in  the  latter  over  December 
approximating  9,000,000  pounds  while  an  increase  of  over  20,000,000 
pounds  is  shown  when  comparison  is  made  with  January,  1922. 
Lard  made  the  greatest  gains  of  all,  the  advance  over  December 
amounting  to  somewhat  more  than  30,000,000  pounds  and  for 
January,  1922,  approximately  37,000,000  pounds. 

34238°— 23 2 


New  Publications  Issued. 

The  following  publications  were  issued  by  the  U.  S.  Department 
of  Agriculture  during  the  week  ending  March  20,  1923.  A  copy  of 
any  of  them,  except  those  otherwise  noted,  may  be  obtained  free 
upon  application  to  the  Chief  of  the  Division  of  Publications, 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  as  long  as  the  department's 
supply  lasts. 

After  the  department's  supply  is  exhausted,  publications  can 
be  purchased  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government 
Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.  C.  Purchase  order  and  remit- 
tance should  be  addressed  to  the  Superintendent  of  Documents 
direct  and  not  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Cost  of  Using  Horses  on  Corn-Belt  Farms.  By  M.  R.  Cooper, 
Assistant  Farm  Economist,  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics, 
and  J.  O.  Williams,  Senior  Animal  Husbandman,  Bureau  of 
Animal  Industry.  Pp.  16,  figs.  4.  [March,  1923.]  (Farmers' 
Bulletin  1298.) 

This  bulletin  shows  the  cost  of_  keeping  horses  on  corn-belt 
farms  and  the  cost  of  the  power  which  they  furnish  and  discusses 
the  possibilities  of  reducing  these  costs. 

Destroy  the  Common  Barberry.  By  E.  C.  Stakman,  Pathologist 
and  Agent,  Office  of  Cereal  Investigations,  Bureau  of  Plant 
Industry.  Pp.  15,  figs.  9.  Revised  February,  1923.  (Farmers' 
Bulletin  1058.) 

The  statements  made  in  this  bulletin  apply  in  general  to  the 
grain-growing  sections  of  the  northern  half  of  the  United  States 
east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

Monthly  Weather  Review.  Supplement  No.  22.  The  Spring 
Floods  of  1922.  Pp.  1-29,  charts  15,  il.  [March,  1923.]  Price, 
25$. 

Service  and  Regulatory  Announcements.  Bureau  of  Animal  In- 
dustry. No.  190.  February,  1923.  Pp.  19-26.  March  23, 1923. 
Price,  5$. 

Service  and  Regulatory  Announcements.  Bureau  of  Chemistry. 
Supplement  153.  Notices  of  Judgments  11101-11150.  Pp.  57-83. 
March,  1923.     Price,  5$. 

The  following  publications  were  issued  by  the  U.  S.  Department 
of  Agriculture  during  the  week  ending  March  27,  1923. 

Cost  of  Milk  Production  on  Forty-eight  Wisconsin  Farms.     By 

S.  W.  Mendum,  Junior  Economist,  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Eco- 
nomics. Pp.  23,  figs.  2.  March  20,  1923.  (Department  Bulletin 
1144.)     Price,  5$. 

Gives  the  results  of  a  study  of  the  management  of  a  number  of 
herds  kept  under  ordinary  farm  conditions  and  shows  the  relation 
between  income  and  expense  as  prices  of  materials  and  of  products 
change. 

Experiment  Station  Record.  Vol.  48,  No.  1.  January,  1923.  Pp. 
1-100.     Price,  10$. 

Experiment  Station  Record.  Vol.  48,  No.  2.  February,  1923.  Pp. 
101-200.     Price,  10$. 

Note  —The  Record  is  a  technical  review  of  the  world's  scientific  literature  per- 
taining to  agriculture,  issued  in  2  volumes  a  year,  10  numbers  each  Its  free  distri- 
bution is  restricted  to  persons  connected  with  the  agricultural  colleges,  experiment 
stations,  and  similar  institutions  and  to  libraries  and  exchanges  The  subscription 
price  is  75<t  a  volume  (foreign  subscriptions,  $1.2o  a  volume),  payable  to  the  Supe  r- 
intendent  of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Length  of  the  Dormancy  Period  of  the  Sugar-Beet  Nematode  in 
Utah.  By  Gerald  Thorne,  Assistant  Nematologist,  Office  of  Sugar 
Plant  Investigations,  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry.  .  Pp.  5.  Feb- 
ruary, 1923.     (Department  Circular  262.)     Price,  5$. 

Report  of  the  Chief  of  the  Weather  Bureau,  1921-1922.  Pp.  277, 
charts  7.     March,  1923.     Price,  $1.00.     Cloth. 

The  Results  of  Physical  Tests  of  Road-Building  Rock  From  1916 
to  1921,  Inclusive.  Prepared  in  the  Bureau  of  Public  Roads. 
Pp.  52.  (Professional  Paper.)  March  21,  1923.  (Department 
Bulletin  1132.)     Price,  10$. 

Replaces  Department  Bulletin  670,  "Results  of  Tests  of  Road 
Building  Rock  in  1916  and  1917." 

Service  and  Regulatory  Announcements.  Bureau  of  Biological 
Survey.  No.  53.  Regulations  for  the  Protection  of  Game  in 
Certain  Localities  in  Alaska.     Pp.3.     March  24, 1923.     Price,  5$. 


A  Correction. 


In  the  issue  of  March  10,  1923,  the  table  entitled  "Receipts, 
shipments,  and  local  slaughter,  week  of  February  26-March  3,"  re- 
ceipts at  Wichita  should  be  corrected  to  read:  Cattle  and  calves 
5,577,  hogs  11,578,  and  sheep  316.  The  totals  should  be  changed  to 
read:  Cattle  and  calves  254,537,  hogs  724,386,  and  sheep  245,159. 
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Average  Prices  of  Live  Stock,  Week  of  March  19-24,  1923,  With  Comparisons. 


Kind  and  grade. 


Cattle. 
Beef  steers: 

Med.  and  heavy  wt.  (1,101  lbs 
up)— 

Choice  and  prime 

Good 

Medium 

Common 

Lt.  wt.  (1,100  lbs.  down)— 

Choice  and  prime 

Good 

Medium 

Common 

Butcher  cattle: 

Heifers,  common  to  choice 

Cows,  common  to  choice 

Bulls,  bologna  and  beef 

Canners  and  cutters: 

Cows  and  heifers 

Canner  steers 

Veal  calves: 

Light  to  med.  wt.,  med.  to  ch. . 

Heavy  wt.,  com.  to  choice 

Feeder  steers: 

1,001  lbs.  up,  com.  to  ch 

750-1,000  lbs.,  com.  to  ch 

Stock  cattle: 

Steers,  com.  toch 

Cows  and  heifers,  com.  to  ch... 

Calves,  good  and  choice 

Calves,  com.  and  med 


Hogs. 


Top  (highest  price,  not  average).. 
Bulk  of  sales 


Heavy  (251  lbs.  up)  med.  to  ch 

Medium  (201-250 lbs.)  med.  toch. . . . 

Light  (151-200  lbs.)  com.  to  ch 

Light  lights  (130-150 lbs.)  com.  to  ch . 
Packing  sows: 

Smooth  (250  lbs.  up) 

Rough  (200  lbs.  up) 

Pigs  (130  lbs.  down)  mod.  to  ch 

Stock  pigs  (130  lbs.  down)  com.  toch 


Sheep. 
Lambs: 

SI  lbs.  down,  med.  to  prime 

85  lbs.  up,  med.  to  prime 

Culls  and  common 

Feeder,  med.  to  choice 

Yearling"  wethers,  med.  to  prime 

Wethers,  med.  to  prime 

Ewes,  med.  to  choice ' 

Ewes,  culls  and  common 


Chicago. 


Mar. 
12- 

17, 

1023. 


Per 

100 

lbs. 
■Sin.  on 
9.46 
8.72 
7.47 

10.18 
9.53 
8.70 
7.35 


7.  65 
6.19, 
5. 781 
I 
3.99 
4.48 

10.30 
6.55 


6.50 
4.70 


3- 

year 
aver- 
age.4 


East  St.  Louis. 


Mar. 
19- 

24, 

1923. 


Per 

100 
lbs. 

Slii.  22  $9. 17  $11.  27S10.05 
9.57  8.52  10.32:  9.42 
8.73  7.80  9.52  8.50 
7. 02     8. 71      7. 


10.2s 
9.59 
8.64 


7.70  6.54 
6.10,  5.64 
5.73  5.16 
! 
3.78.  3.66! 
4.50   4.68: 

9.28'  7.58! 
6.15;  5.38 
I 
7.441  6.64 
7.28!  6.56 

6.27! 
4.65    4.73 


11.28 
10.31 
9.43 
8.4S 


8.  07 
7.2S! 
6.78i 


4.58 
5.27) 


11. 65^ 
7.531 


8.  68 
8.42 


8.85 
8.27 
8.19 
8.37 
8.49 
8.30 

7.59 
7.31 

7.74 


14.12 


11.  us 
14.14 
11.70 
9.32 
7.  75 
5.25 


8. 85  10. 60 
8. 25  10. 08 
8.19   9. 

8. 37 1 10. 18 
8. 53 1 10.  34 
S.  32,10. 00 

7.  50  9. 23 
7.25  8.97 
7.71   9.15 


14.  08  14. 60 


11.4011 

14. 28]12 

11. 62.12. 95 
9. 25  10.2S 
7.62  8.65 
5.25   5.22 


10.3.3 
11.66 
11.29 
11.  S3 
12.21 
11.71 

10.37 


10.05 
9.35 


7, 

6.15 

5.75 

3.81 
4.10 


0.00 
4.  75 


14. 


S.49 
8.55 
8.35 

7.46 

7.35 
7.10 
6.33 


11.76 
12.42 
12. 62 
10.61 
9.09 
5.61 


7.12 
4.0S 


Per     Per 

100      100 

lbs 

$10. 28,$8. 56 

8. 52   7.30 
7.20   6.49 


3- 
year 
aver- 
age.4 


810.  84 
10.02 


Fort 
Worth. 


10.  28 


7. 
5.95 

I 
3.52 
4.00 

8.35 
6.75; 


7.12  6.55 
6.75'  6.35 
j  I 
6.00  5.92 
•4.75,  4.62 
6.25, 


3. ;« 
3.75 


88.12 
9.11  7.12 
i.17   5.38 

10.77 

9.8S 


Per 

100 
lbs. 

s\6o 

6.  88 
5.12 


8.35 
6.96 
6.44. 


4.46' 
4.74; 


City. 


12-  I  20- 
17,  I  25, 
1923.  1922. 


Per    Per 

100     100 
lbs.  I  lbs. 

SO.  04  S9.  92  SS.  54 
9.  O61  8.99i  7.  S3 
8.25!  8. 1I|  7.26 
7.231  7.06   6.67 


9.  87]  9.  78! 
8.90  8.76; 
8.02!  7.86! 
6.92]  6.73j 


3- 

year 
aver- 


Per 

100 
lbs. 
Mo.  Oil 
9.84 
9.17 
8.42 

10.52 
9.65 


5.50 
4.50 
3. 75]  3. 50   5. 12:  5. 03,  4. 25J 


6.66  6. 
5.68   5. 


2.75 

2.75 


2.65;  3.60   3.36   3.52 
2.62!  4.00   3.75;  3.72 


8.92 
8.18 
7.  00 

9.75 
8.92 
8.05 
6.  75 

[ 

5!  72! 

5.451 


10.66 
7.50 


7.50   9.20   8.20   7.28 
5.50,  7.05!  6.02   5.12 


8.42|  5-751  5.75!  7.36!  7.42:  6.67 
S.05!  5.50;  5.50,  7.30,  7.38,  6.63 

III 

7.18   5.38   5.38  6.761  6.84J  6.10 

5.85i  3.62]  3.50;  4.75:  4.54,  4.95 

7.63   6.12:  6.12  7.48  7.38  6.75 

6.26   4.25   4.25  5.60  5.38  5.00 


8.  75!  10.  70 
8.48J10.20 
S.  36  10. 07 


!  50  10!  30!  12!  45 


8.34 

7.41 
7.27 
7.10 

0.50 


11.25 


11.25 

8.62 
7.00 
4.00 


16.60 
12.20 
11.48 
12.11 


9.90i  12.23 

8.49 
8. 20  9. 48 

9.07  11. 

8.40  10.51 


14.72 

ii.'ss 

12."  20 

.'60 


14.43 

ii.'ss 


13.00 


10.00 
12. 12 
10.75 
7.50 
6.50 
3.38 


10. 10  11. 22 
12. 18  13. 32 
10. 02  11. 25 


11.12 

13. 

11.05 


10. 

9.64 
9.53 
9.77 
9.70 
9.50 

8.52 
8. 12 


14.  28 


11.10 
12.  00 
11.68 
8.78 
7.98 
4.  58 


7.  00 
6.81 

4.33 
4.  57 


10.35  9.50   8.80: 

6.96J  6.32i  6.00 

8.69  7.00,  6 

8.44  6.88,  6.84 

7.50  6.25  6.21 

6.-25'  4-38   4. 

7.97  7.00,  7.00 
5.38i  5.38 


Mar. 

Mar. 

12- 

20- 

17, 

25, 

1923. 

1922. 

Per 

Per 

1(H) 

UK) 

lbs. 

lbs. 

SO.  75 

38.  30 

S.S8 

7.74 

S.00 

7.19 

6.75 

6.64 

9.75 

8.34 

8.88 

7.68 

7.  88 

7.12 

6.50 

6.59 

6.75 

6.10 

5.55 

5. 38 

5.38 

4.12 

3.58 

3.50 

3.88 

3.88 

16.10  8.25 
11.47  8.05 
11.07  8.08 
11.65  8.05 
11.85!  7.% 

5f 


10.74 
11.63 
11.72 


8.75 
5.47 


7.52  7.; 
7.32  7.5 


13.  74 


11.22 
13.  75 
11.48 
8.62 
7.62 
5.12 


13. 62 


11.15 
13.75 

11.2s 
8.38 
7.50 
4, 


14.  18 
13.96 
11.50 
12.  75 
11.62 
9.20 
8.14 
4. 


Per 

100 

lbs. 

$10.  61 

9.83 

0.  1 4 


7.59 
6.98 
6.03 


10.69 
7.70 


8.52 
8.24 


7.54 
6.07 


15.35 
11.19 
10.97 
11.49 
11.64 
=12. 11 

10.11 
9.53 


14.07 
HI.  41 
11.39 
12.34 
11.70 
9.55 
8.83 
5.92 


South  St. 
Joseph.2 


Mar.  Mar. 
19-  12- 
24,      17, 

1923.  1923. 


Per    Per 

100     100 


9.18i  9.15 
8.35  8.24 
7.16   6.95 


75'  6.68 
5.75  5.62 
5.12   5.12 


13.86 
11.' 3s 


11.38 
8.42 
7.11 

4.  00 


13.70 

ii.38 


11.38 

8.44 
7.06 


South 
St.  Paul.3 


$7.85 
6.80 


13.63 

ii'62 


10.98 
S.40 
7.08 
4.50 


$7.  65 
6.62 


-S7.  os 
7.10 
6.35 


7.98 
7.10 
6.28 


6.45  6.00 
5.30  5.08 
4.68,  4.38 

3.15!  2.88 
3.52   3.50 

6.48  5.35 
5.50   4.50 

6.25   5.98 

6.00    5.72 

5.62,  5.60 
4.00   4.00 


8.  30  10. 10 
7.98   9.75 

1. 98  9'.  76 
8.07  9.82 
7.91    9.88 


10.  02 


10. 88 11. 85 
8.00  9.02 
6;  So  7.65 
4.50   3.98 


1  Fort  Worth  began  reporting  Jan.  15,  1923. 

2  South  St.  Joseph  began  reporting  in  June,  1922. 

3  South  St.  Paul  began  reporting  in  November,  1920. 

4  Based  on  average  prices  for  the  following  weeks:  Mar.  22-27, 

5  Two-year  average. 


Mar.  21-26,  1921;  and  Mar.  20-25,  1922. 


Daily  Average  Weight  and  Cost  of  Hogs. 

Week  of  March  19-24,  1923. 


Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday  . 
Thursday . . . 

Friday 

Saturday 

Avera'ge: 
Mar.    19-24, 

1923 

Mar.    12-17, 

1923 

Mar.    20-25, 

1922 


Chicago. 


Per 
100 
lbs. 
SS.44 
8.49 
8.25 
S.  Os 

8. 16 

S.  42 


East  St. 
Louis. 


?8. 

8. 

8.45 

8.46 

8.37 

8.34 


Fort 
Worth. 


Kansas 
City. 


$8.01 

8.15 

7.  88!  223 
7.  Si!  223 

7.72   216 


7.96!  218 
7.78  221 
'  217 


Per 

100 
lbs. 

Ss.  33 
8.24 
8.06 
s.04 
s.  07 
8.15 


100 
lbs. 

$8.10 
16 

7. 


South 
St.  Jo- 
seph. 


7.82  235 
7.99  246 
7.98   247 


Per 

100 
lbs. 
$8.16 
8.19 
8.07 
7.84 
7.93 
7.87 


8.03 
7.94 
9.74 


The  above  prices  are  computed  on  packer  and  snipper  purchases. 


Receipts,  Shipments,  and  Local  Slaughter. 

Week  of  March  19-24,  1923,  with  Comparisons. 


Cattle  and  calves. 

Hogs. 

Sheep. 

Market. 

Re- 
ceipts. 

Ship- 
ments. 

Local 
slaugh- 
ter. 

Re- 
ceipts. 

Ship- 
ments. 

Local 
slaugh- 
ter. 

Re- 
ceipts. 

Ship- 
ments. 

Local 
slaugh- 
ter. 

Chicago 

Denver  l 

East  St.  Louis. 
Fort  Worth.... 
Indianapolis  1.. 
Kansas  City... 
Oklahoma  City 

Omaha 

St.  Joseph 

St.  Paul' 

Sioux  City. .... 
Wichita1". 

69, 532 
8,340 
16, 0S9 
9,619 
9,521 
36, 665 
6,348 
27,  566 
12, 116 
21,454 
11,046 
5,464 

16,  713 

4,862 
6,373 
2,784 
5,225 
13, 096 
2,350 
9,579 

5,  506 
4,546 

52,  S19 
2,515 

10,990 
5,450 
4.436 

23,  517 
3,967 

17, 195 
S,430 

15,  481 
6,253 
1,816 

1S6,  410 
8,864 

ioo,o;,7 
13, 261 
46,  742 
73,  245 
13,808 
80,  358 
61.66S 
63,841 
74,316 
13, 9SS 

43,5S9 
890 
33, 101 
2,623 
16, 127 
S,S80 
1,393 
25,  507 
12,  547 
11, 944 
33,  716 
602 

142,  S21 
7,243 
62, 101 
10, 105 
20,  2ss 
03,003 
13, 349 
54,819 
46,336 
52, 263 
47, 933 
12, 595 

67,899 

34,  642 
5,026 
2,022 

537 

35,  290 

"66,"  326 

33,  495 

3,289 

3,688 

86 

18, 645 

33,621 

256 

310 

79 

10,324 

2 

25,  020 

7,101 

811 

227 

49,  254 

5,335 

2,604 

1,256 

492 

25, 925 

32 

3S,  471 

26, 317 

2,540 

2,702 

S4 

Total 

Total  Mar.  12- 

17,  1923 

Total  Mar.  20- 

25,  1922 

233,760 
265,846 
233, 621 

78,726 
79,5(52 
86,  815 

152, 869 
146,507 
135, 606 

736,  55S 
734,  819 
393,  S27 

190, 919 
1S6,665 
120, 660 

542, 456 
539,  914 
267,  594 

252, 300 
212, 077 
238,644 

97, 005 
65,  502 
104, 017 

155, 102 
138, 5S4 
132, 625 

Week  ending  Friday,  Mar.  23. 


March  31, 1923. 
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Statistical  Report  of  the  Live  Stock  and  Meat  Situation,  January,  1923,  with  Comparisons. 

Cattle,  Calves,  Beef,  and  Veal.  Hogs,  Pork,  and  Pork  Products. 


Inspected  slaughter: 

Cattle 

Calves 

Average  live  weight: 

Cattle lbs. 

Calves lbs. 

Average    dressed 
weight: 

Cattle lbs. 

Calves lbs. 

Total  dressed   weight 
(carcass): 

Beef lbs. 

Veal lbs. 

Storage: 
Beginning  of  month- 
Fresh  beef lbs.. 

Cured  beef lbs.. 

End  of  month- 
Fresh  beef lbs.. 

Cured  beef lbs.. 

Exports:  * 
Fresh      beef      and 

veal lbs.. 

Cured  beef lbs.. 

Canned  beef lbs . . 

Oleo  oil  and  stearin 5 

lbs.. 

Tallow lbs.. 

Imports: 
Fresh      beef      and 

veal lbs.. 

Tallow lbs.. 

Receipts,    cattle    and 

calves 7 

Stocker     and     feeder 

shipments7 

Cattle  on  farms,  Jan.  1 . . 
Prices  per  100  pounds: 
Average      cost      for 
slaughter- 
Cattle 

Calves 

At  Chicago- 
Cattle  (good  steers). 

Veal  calves 

At  eastern  markets- 
Beef  carcasses,  good 

grade 

Veal  carcasses,  good 
grade 


January. 


Three- 
year 

average.' 


721,083 
291,885 

1,002, 
2 166, 

s  538. 18 


392,659,231 
27,683,526 


150, 184, 371 
25,310,490 


144, 507, 849 
25,471,647 


9,907,963 

1,720,289 

511, 375 

4,929,044 
1, 446, 441 


262,086 
66,113,000 


2  $7. 51 
*$9.94 


$11 
$12.53 


$17. 15 

$22, 


1, 019.  t 

163.  < 


355,462,353 
26,255,202 


68,495,278 
16,312,593 


61,521,518 
16,773,588 


522,601 

1,764,743 

155,061 

5,705,926 
1,877,734 


4,502 
1,628,186 


232,832 
65,632,000 


$5.92 

$8.22 


$8.54 
$8.36 


$13.  36 
$18. 


745, 109 
351,382 


529. 04 
99.52 


91, 805, 088 
24,449,979 


89, 271, 826 
24,841,053 


357,240 

1,204,826 

168,293 

10, 208, 344 
1, 467, 568 


280,781 
66,352,000 


$6.58 
$8.51 


$10. 30 

$10.  OS 


$14. 47 
$18. 14 


Total  for  year. 


Three- 
year 

average.1 


4, 015, 836 
2  987.68 


2  535. 51 
2  95. 20 


4,433,373, 
!,  398, 313 


90,827, 
22,331,459 


86, 105, 514 
21,981,414 


35,412,600 
25, 523, 328 
10,798,"- 

123,976,719 
21,955,"" 


39,069,150 
6,079,498 


21,733,499 
4,178,290 


'$6.64 
>  $8. 14 


$10. 
$11. 03 


$17. 36 
$19.  77 


8,677,807 
4, 181, 569 


3  981. 12 
s  169. 71 


s  530. 63 
s  94. 20 


4,610,003,149 
.,390,910 


3  46,879,932 
a  19, 020, 146 


48,822,417 
19,698,262 


3,917,856 
26,208,225 
2, 550, 770 

119,374,698 
31,376,275 


23,217,038 
4,929,251 


3  $6. 60 
'  $S.  01 


Sheep,  Lamb,  and  Mutton. 


Inspected  slaughter 

992,427 

954,329 

1,021,211 

11,638,675 

10,928,941 

Average    live    weight 

2  85.74 

84.18 

87.61 

2  79.84 

3  79. 99 

Average  dressed  weight 

lbs.. 

2  40. 28 

39.31 

41.69 

2  38.13 

3  38. 34 

Total  dressed  weight 

(carcass) lbs.. 

40,330,041 

37,514,673 

42,574,287 

444,974,438 

418,291,692 

Storage,    fresh    lamb 

and  mutton: 

Beginning    of 

month lbs.. 

28,255,241 

6, 444, 256 

4,522,762 

15,345,967 

3  3, 454, 082 

End  of  month  lbs.. 

29, 927, 480 

3,914,057 

5, 979, 944 

15,185,772 

3  3,293,958 

Exports,    fresh    lamb 

and  mutton  * lbs. . 

356,755 

225,329 

23,277,307 

1,956,616 

Imports,    fresh    lamb 

and  mutton lbs . . 

5,099,178 

568,767 

(6)        • 

45,893,851 

«  11, 118, 246 

Receipts  of  sheep  7 

1, 746, 702 

1,834,696 

1,635,916 

23,356,680 

22,364,475 

Stocker     and     feeder 

shipments7 

194, 104 

182,961 

171,010 

4,147,029 

4,166,720 

Sheep  on  farms,  Jan.  1 . 

37,601,000 

36,327,000 

37,209.000 

Prices  per  100  pounds: 

' 

Average    cost    for 

slaughter 

2  $10. 65 

$10. 72 

$12.67 

2  $10. 42 

a  $12.  22 

At  Chicago — 

Lambs,  84  lbs. 

down,  med- 

prime 

$13. 92 

$12. 22 

$14.06 

$12. 71 

3  $13. 23 

Sheep,  med.-ch. 

$7.95 

$6.74 

$7.63 

$7.  IS 

s  $7. 13 

At    eastern    mar- 

kets- 

Lamb         car- 

casses,  good 

grade 

$26.46 

$25.55 

$24.51 

$25.55 

3  $25. 93 

Mutton,    good 

grade 

$15.61 

$14.63 

$14. 75 

$16. 15 

s  $16. 26 

January. 

Total  for  year. 

Three- 

Three- 

year 

1922 

1923 

year 

1922 

average.1 

average.1 

Inspected  'slaughter- 

• 

3,984,704 

5, 134, 029 

40,038,223 

43,113,629 

Average    live    weight 

lbs.. 

2  225. 80 

224.33 

227. 3C 

2  226. 12 

3  225. 95 

Average  dressed  weight 

lbs.. 

Total   dressed   weight 

(carcass) lbs.. 

773,714,406 

693,019,720 

907,644,987 

6,885,215,355 

7,449,655,554 

Lard  per  100  lbs.  live 
weight lbs.. 

2 15. 48 

16.85 

16.27 

2  16.02 

3 16. 27 

Storage: 

Beginning    of 

month- 

Fresh       pork 

lbs.. 

66,914,740 

51,203,207 

72,278,292 

112,061,434 

3  80,776,975 

Cured       pork 

lbs.. 

448,656,746 

363,892,891 

498,232,122 

549,246,182 

3467,292,618 

Lard .lbs.. 

56,491,236 

47,541,270 

48,807,713 

109,280,369 

3  86,467,524 

End  of  month- 

Fresh       pork 

lbs.. 

Cured       pork 
lbs.. 

109,664,427 

71,721,855 

120,195,896 

112,526,082 

3  82,533,232 

534,166,656 
80,799,967 

413,176,431 

56S,  727, 747 

548,011,238 

3478,487,554 
3  86,573,061 

Lard lbs.. 

Exports:  * 

Fresh  pork lbs . . 

61,201,651 

56,265,6S0 

108,896,868 

7,342,507 

1,063,800 

6,611,925 

40,454,479 

26,974,406 

Cured  pork lbs.. 

Canned  pork. .lbs.. 

23,409,690 

51,867,679 

78,239,544 

737,078,188 

670,080,839 

109,434 

207,870 

130,852 

1,838,540 

2,563,298 

Sausage lbs.. 

813,553 

594, 60C 

878,548 

12,093,347 

9,704,432 

Lard lbs.. 

64,567,490 

74,473,491 

111,157,013 

771,942,496 

7S7,447,109 

Imports:    Fresh  pork 

lbs.. 

104,580 

149,093 

(6) 

1,025,183 

«718,446 

Receipts  of  hogs  7 

4,746,665 

4,278,178 

5,305,900 

42,429,911 

44,067,489 

Stocker     and     feeder 

shipments 

53,414 

27,032 

66,227 

606,522 

592,630 

Hogs  on  farms,  Jan.  1. . 

57,758,000 

57,834,000 

63,424,000 

Prices  per  100  lbs.: 

Average    cost    for 

slaughter 

2  $8. 68 

$7.96 

$8.35 

2  $8. 94 

3  $9. 36 

At   Chicago— Live 

hogs,      medium 

$10. 88 

$8.01 

$8.36 

$11.01 

3  $9. 67 

At    eastern    mar- 

kets- 

Fresh       pork 

loins,     10-14 

lbs 

$21.06 

$15.63]          $15.38 

$23.42 

s  §20. 06 

Shoulders, 

skinned 

$17.03 

$13.02 

$13. 28 

$17. 15 

3  $14. 89 

Picnics.  6-8  lbs. 

$15.00 

$11.67 

$11.32 

$15.55 

3  $13. 85 

Butts,  Boston 

style 

819. 56 

$15.08 

$15. 15 

$20.07 

3  $17. 62 

Bacon,  break- 

fast   

$30.42 

$23.22 

$26.93 

S31.31 

3  $26. 76 

Hams,  smoked, 

10-12  lbs 

$26.47 

$22.55 

$20.85 

$29.09 

3  $26. 44 

Lard,  tierces.. 

$17. 12 

$10. 61 

$12.56 

$15. 82 

3  $12. 60 

1 1920, 1921,  and  1922. 

2  Average  for  two  years  only. 

» Average— not  total. 

*  Reexport  figures  for  January,  1923,  not  yet  available — exports  for  that  date 
are  domestic  only; 

5 1922  figure  includes  oleo  stearin  only;  1923  figure  includes  small  quantity  of 
lard  stearin,  formerly  segregated. 

e  Import  figures  for  December,  1922,  and  January,  1923,  not  yet  available. 

i  Public  stockyards. 

California  Dressed  Spring  Lambs  Shipped  East. 

First  shipments  of  dressed  spring  lambs  destined  for  the  New 
York  City  and  Chicago  markets  were  started  from  San  Francisco 
during  the  week  beginning  March  19.  Some  of  these  lambs  arrived 
at  New  York  City  about  March  26,  and  were  offered  at  $32-$34  per 
100  pounds. 

One  concern  in  San  Francisco  plans  to  slaughter  about  2,000  of 
these  lambs  daily,  and  expects  to  ship  one  carload  daily  to  eastern 
markets.  The  lambs  now  arriving  at  the  packing  plant  were 
dropped  in  late  November  and  December  last  year,  and  will  average 
60-62  pounds  live  weight.  About  15  %  are  Light  thin  kinds  which 
will  be  disposed  of  locally,  as  only  the  better  grades  are  suitable  for 
eastern  shipment. 


The  sugar-cane  crop  in  the  Argentine  Province  of  Tucuman  is 
very  promising,  having  benefited  by  heavy  rainstorms  alternating 
with  hot  weather. 
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Wheat  and  Corn  Futures  Register  Declines. 


Recent  advances  in  wheat  future  prices  were  lost  during  the  week 
ending  March  24  when  May  wheat  at  Chicago  closed  at  §1.20,  and 
July  at  SI.  15.  Corn  future  prices  were  also  lower.  May  corn 
declined  If  e  and  closed  at  73§<f;.  July  corn  at  Chicago  closed  at  76£c. 
Similar  declines  were  registered  in  other  future  markets. 

Notwithstanding  the  weekly  fluctuations  the  trend  of  the  May 
futures  has  been  nearly  level  on  a  mean  of  near  $1.20  for  Chicago 
and  Liverpool,  with  Winnipeg  about  8e  under  these  prices.  This 
differs  materially  from  the  trend  of  May  futures  for  1922,  as  on 
January  1,  1922,  the  Chicago  May  future  was  about  10<t  below  the 
January  1, 1923,  May  prices,  but  advanced  during  January  and  Feb- 
ruary to  a  level  about  30o  above  this  year's  level.  Around  March  1, 
1922.  however.  May  future  prices  began  to  decline,  and  on  March  24, 
1922,  they  were  only  20di  above  the  corresponding  date  this  year. 
The  May  futures  then  made  further  advances  reaching  $1.39 J  on 
April  29,  1922.  The  market  situation  at  the  present  time,  how-, 
ever,  is  slightly  different  from  conditions  at  the  corresponding  time 
last  year. 

STOCKS   OF   WHEAT   AHEAD   OP  LAST  YEAR. 

Stocks  of  wheat  on  farms  on  March  1  were  about  19,000,000 
bushels  larger  than  on  March  1,  1922,  and  stocks  in  country  mills 
and  elevators  were  about  16,500,000  bushels  larger  than  at  the 
corresponding  time  last  year.  It  is  estimated  that  the  stocks  of 
wheat  to  be  disposed  of  during  the  remainder  of  the  year  are  about 
302,700,000  bushels  compared  with  255,400,000  bushels  on  March  1, 
1922. 

During  the  past  week  export  demand  was  less  active  than  at 
the  close  of  the  previous  week.  Only  a  little  over  half  as  many 
bushels  were  reported  sold  for  export  as  during  the  previous  week. 
Total  exports  of  wheat  for  the  week  were  also  smaller. 

More  favorable  weather  conditions  for  the  winter  wheat,  and 
freer  offerings  and  unexpectedly  heavy  shipments  of  Argentine 
wheat  were  also  weakening  factors  in  the  wheat  market. 

Primary  receipts  of  both  wheat  and  corn  were  considerably  less 
than  for  the  previous  week,  while  shipments  held  fairly  steady, 
as  is  shown  in  the  accompanying  table: 


Primary  receipts . . . 
Primary  shipments. 

Visible  supply 

Receipts  at — 

Chicago 

Minneapolis 

St.  Louis 

Kansas  City 

Cincinnati 

New  York 


Mar. 
19-24. 


Bushels. 

4,141,000 

2, 780, 000 

46, 544, 000 

Cars. 

121 

1,197 

345 

501 

46 

407 


Mar. 
12-17. 


Bus*  els. 

4,  765, 000 

2,  600, 000 

46, 470, 000 

Cars. 

133 

1,924 

470 

419 

49 


Mar. 
19-24. 


Bushels. 
3,969,000 
3,196,000 
29, 874, 000 
Cars. 
721 


Mar. 
12-17. 


Bushels: 

5, 371, 000 

3, 591, 000 

30, 548, 000 

Cars. 

1,066 

121 

484 

244 

63 

78 


Mar. 
19-24. 


Bushels. 

4, 204, 000 

4, 136, 000 

24, 234, 000 

Cars. 

504 

190 

477 


Mar. 
12-17. 


Bushels. 

3, 838, 000 

4, 340, 000 

25,325,000 

Cars. 

362 

190 

414 


Cash  grain  prices  held  fairly  firm  at  most  of  the  markets.  At 
Chicago  No.  2  Red  wheat  sold  12c-15e  over  May  prices.  On  Wed- 
nesday a  car  of  No.  2  Red  Winter  wheat  sold  at  $1.38,  which  was  the 
highest  price  for  the  present  crop.  This  was  2d;  higher  than  the 
price  at  the  corresponding  date  last  year,  but  about  100  below  the 
high  price  for  the  1922  crop.  Stocks  of  wheat  were  being  accumu- 
lated at  Chicago  for  delivery  on  May  contracts.  Two  boatloads  of 
"afloat"  grain  were  ordered  discharged  into  public" elevators  during 
the  week.  Stocks  of  wheat  at  Chicago  at  the  close  of  the  week  were 
reported  at  1,594,000  bushels,  a  gain  of  about  165,000  bushels  for  the 
week.  Mills  were  the  principal  buyers.  Current  receipts  were  not 
sufficient  for  the  demand  and  considerable  wheat  was  reported  sold 
from  stock.  The  first  sale  of  new-crop  wheat  from  the  country, 
consisting  of  10,000  bushels  from  a  central  Illinois  shipper  for  ship- 
ment by  July  20,  was  reported  during  the  week  on  a  basis  of  the  July 
prices. 

Light  receipts  at  Minneapolis  advanced  the  trading  basis  for  No.  1 
Dark  Northern  to  l<t-22o  over  the  May  future  prices,  with  most  of 
the  sales  ranging  around  8<t-18<s  over  the  May,  compared  with  the 


range  of  5<fc— 16<b  for  the  previous  week.  Mills  were  forced  to  buy 
wheat  held  in  store  because  of  the  light  receipts,  and  elevator  stocks 
were  re  duced  about  50,000  bushels.  Flour  prices  advanced  with 
wheat  during  the  first  part  of  the  week,  but  mills  made  only  fair  sales. 

The  Kansas  City  market  was  extremely  quiet  and  the  demand 
was  almost  entirely  from  the  domestic  trade.  No.  2  Hard  Winter, 
13  %  protein,  wheat  was  offered  around  8c  per  bushel  over  the  May 
delivery  prices.  Export  demand  was  very  light  because  Argentine 
and  Canadian  wheat  was  being  offered  at  a  discount  under  the 
American  wheat.  Country  shipments  were  light  and  farmers  were 
not  inclined  to  sell  freely. 

Local  industries  were  active  buyers  of  corn  at  Chicago  during 
the  week.  Exporters  were  also  consistent  buyers  and  sales  reported 
to  have  amounted  to  over  1,500,000  bushels  were  the  largest  for 
some  time.  There  was  also  a  fan  shipping  demand.  Offerings 
from  the  country  were  very  light.  Cars  were  reported  in  better 
supply  but  bad  country  roads  limited  farm  selling.  There  was  a 
broad  demand  for  oats  at  Chicago,  with  both  cereal  and  elevator 
interests  good  buyers. 

A  new  high  level  for  the  crop  year  was  reached  for  corn  during 
the  week  at  St.  Louis,  where  there  was  a  brisk  local  demand  as 
well  as  good  export  buying.  Prices  were  lowered  slightly  toward 
the  close  of  the  week,  however,  in  sympathy  with  the  future  mar- 
ket. Oats  were  lower  but  there  was  a  good  demand  throughout 
the  week. 

Kansas  City  also  reported  an  improved  demand  for  both  corn 
and  oats  from  Texas  and  other  southern  territory.  The  greater 
part  of  the  trade,  however,  was  in  oats,  but  there  was  also  an  active 
inquiry  for  corn  from  over  almost  the  entire  Cotton  Belt.  An 
active  demand  was  also  reported  for  export  offerings  at  the  Gulf 
ports.  Offerings  of  corn  from  Iowa  and  other  important  producing 
States  fell  off  materially  during  the  week. 


Wheat  Exports  far  Below  Last  Season. 

Exports  of  wheat  from  the  United  States  have  moved  slowly  and 
at  the  end  of  January  were  about  50,000,000  bushels  short  of  the 
amount  that  had  been  exported  up  to  the  same  date  last  year.  Part 
of  this  export  shortage  has  been  made  up  by  the  export  of  20,000,000 
bushels  of  rye  more  than  was  exported  last  year. 

Canadian  exports,  however,  have  been  a  factor  in  retarding  the 
mo3'ement  of  the  wheat  surplus  from  the  United  States.  In  the 
period  from  July  to  December,  1922,  inclusive,  Canada  had  exported 
64,000,000  bushels  more  than  during  the  same  period  last  year. 
Since  a  large  amount  of  this  wheat  moved  through  the  United 
States  markets,  it  became  a  depressing  factor  in  those  markets. 

Although  the  world's  supplies  of  wheat  for  1922-23  were  very 
evenly  balanced  with  the  supplies  available  for  the  year  1921-22, 
the  differences  in  the  distribution  of  the  crop  at  the  beginning  oi 
the  year  were  rather  significant.  European  production  in  1922-23 
was  about  214,000,000  bushels  short  of  the  previous  year  but  ex- 
porting countries  produced  enough  more  to  make  up  for  the  loss  in 
Europe.  It  also  appears  that  European  consumers  will,  in  addi- 
tion to  then  purchases  last  year,  hardly  buy  sufficient  to  make  up 
the  deficit  in  then  own  production. 


Grain  Inspected  for  Export. 

Week  of  March  19-24,  1923,  with  Comparisons. 

Grain  Inspected  Under  Canadian  Grades  and  Flour  not  Included. 


Wheat. 

Corn. 

Oats. 

Barley. 

Eye. 

1,000  bus. 

1,140 

67 

46 

1,000  bus. 
736 
131 

1,000  bus. 
38 
8 

1,000  bus. 

1,000  bus. 
93 

81 

Total: 

1,253 
9S1 

2,072 
112,321 
164,403 

867 
1,556 
3,430 
47, 844 
70,340 

46 

25 

795 

13,464 

2,635 

174 

181 

540 

19,756 

19,868 

363 

Mar.  20-25,  1922 

240 

July  1,  1922-Mar.  24, 1923.. 
Julv  1, 1921-Mar.  25, 1922.. 

31,614 
S,719 

i  Boston,  New  York,   Philadelphia,   Baltimore,   Portland,  Me.,  Norfolk,   and 
Newport  News. 
2  New  Orleans,  Galveston,  Texas  City,  and  Port  Arthur  Texas, 
a  Seattle,  Portland,  Oreg.,  Tacoma,  Astoria,  and  San  Francisco. 


Wheat  production  in  New  Zealand  for  1922-23  is  8,500,000  bushels, 
according  to  a  preliminary  official  estimate,  which  is  2,100,000  bush- 
els less  than  the  actual  production  of  last  year. 


March  31, 1923. 


WEATHER,  CROPS,  AND  MARKETS. 


289 


Grain  Prices  and  Sales. 
Weighted  Average  Prices  and  Number  of  Cars  of  Cash  Sales  at  Stated  Markets,  Week  of  March  17-23,  1923,  with  Comparisons. 

Corn— Continued. 


Market  and  grade 


CHICAGO. 

Drk.  Nor.  Spg.  .No.  1 

No.  2 

Nor.  Spg No.  2 

Hrd.  Win No.  2 

No.  3 
Yei.Hrd.Win.. No.  2 

No.  3 
Bed  Win No.  2 

No.  3 

MINNEAPOLIS. 


Drk.  Nor.  Spg.  .No. 

No. 

No. 
Nor.  Spg No. 

No. 

No. 

Amber  Dur No. 

KANSAS  CITY. 

Drk.  Hrd.  Win. No. 

No. 
Hrd.  Win...... No. 

No. 
Yel.Hrd.  Win. No. 

No. 
Bed  Win No. 

No. 

OMAHA. 

Drk.  Hrd.  Win.  No. 

No. 
Hrd.  Win No. 

No. 
Yel.Hrd.  Win.  No. 

No. 

ST.  LOUIS. 

Hrd.  Win No. 

Bed  Win No. 

No. 

FIVE  MARKETS. 


Mar.  Mar. 
17-23,  10-16, 
1923. 1  1923. 


Mar. 
17-23 

1922. 


Cents 

Cents. 

128 

127 

126 

123 

123 

120 

121 

123 

120 

121 

119 

138 

131 

131 

130 

129 

123 

120 

121 

118 

126 

124 

123 

123 

120 

118 

112 

111 

123 

119 

123 

119 

119 

115 

118 

115 

117 

113 

116 

112 

130 

128 

125 

127 

121 

117 

121 

118 

115 

112 

115 

112 

114 

111 

113 

122 

119 

137 

138 

133 

132 

125 

123 

Cents. 
151 


Mar. 
17-23, 
1923. 


Mar.  Mar. 
10-16,  17-23, 
1923.    1922. 


1,776 


Total  of  crop  year  1 
Mar.  23. 


Aver- 
age, 
1919- 
1921. 


Cars. 
165 
154 
197 

1,028 
739 
869 
667 

1, 590 

1,301 


Cars. 
304 
73 
23 

2,057 
257 

1,329 
561 
693 
747 


5,444   27,497 


2,77' 

0,2(17 

618 

354 

924 

1,371 


1.909 

1,3  so 
7,  736 
5,  5ns 
225 
176 
2,  2s2 
2,039 


2,  MS 
1,385 
2,  .390 
2,2113 
1,311 
1, 159 


545 

4,760 
3, 185 


4,350 
2,610 
8, 715 
4,  7.32 
2,149 
1,45s 


1,619 

2,047 

7,231 

10,002 

328 

451 

397 


848 

934 

3,667 

1,588 

335 


516 
1,744 


66,391  195,243 


CHICAGO. 

White No.2 

No.  3 

Yellow No.2 

No.  3 

Mixed No.2 

No.  3 

MINNEAPOLIS. 

Yellow No.  3 

KANSAS  CITY. 

White No.2 

No.  3 

Yellow No.2 

No.  3 

Mixed No.2 

No.  3 

OMAHA. 

White No.  2 

No.  3 

Yellow .No.2 

No.  3 

Mixed No.2 

No.  3 

34238°— 23- 


378 
1,  182 
1, 310 
3,120 

778 
1,469 


1,125 
2,841 

2,686 
8,  92S 
1,429 


562 

187 

1,146 


192.3 
as  P. 
ct.  of 
aver- 
age. 


P.ct. 

184 
47 
12 

127 
35 

153 
84 
44 
57 


505 
157 
42 
1,410 
1,342 
233 
106 


118 

18 

200 
107 
196 
31 


Prices. 

Sales. 

Total  of  crop  year  to 

Mar.  23 

Market  and  grade. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

17-23, 

10-16, 

17-23, 

17-23, 

10-16, 

17-23, 

Aver- 

1923 

1923. 

1923. 

1922. 

1923. 

1923. 

1922. 

as  P. 

1919- 

1923. 

ct.  of 

1921. 

age. 

ST.   LOUIS. 

Cents. 

Cents. 

Cents^ 

Cars. 

Cars. 

Cars. 

Cars. 

p.  a. 

White No.2 

76 

75 

59 

36 

40 

44 

260 

633 

243 

No.  3 

75 

73 

58 

25 

24 

_  3 

305 

398 

130 

Yellow No.2 

76 

75 

59 

43 

33 

54 

453 

971 

214 

No.  3 

75 

74 

58 

84 

105 

20 

514 

1,585 

308 

Mixed No.  2 

75 

74 

57 

15 

20 

26 

242 

320 

134 

No.  3 

74 

73 

57 

15 

13 

o 

206 

355 

172 

FIVE  MARKETS. 

All  sales 

74 

71 

56 

951 

1,302 

1,120 

14,250 

31,  504 

222 

White No.2 


No.  3 

MINNEAPOLIS. 

White.. 

No.2 

No.  3 

KANSAS  CITY. 

White.. 

No.2 

No.  3 

OMAHA. 

White.. 

No.3 

ST. 

LOUIS. 

White.. 

No.2 

No.3 

FIVE 

MARKETS. 

All  sales 

47 
45 

47 
44 

39 
36 

185 
170 

141 
151 

69 
192 

5,454 

8,845 

6,191 

7,834 

43 

42 

42 
41 

35 
34 

41 
93 

24 

72 

14 
34 

698 
4,454 

1,907 
4, 386 

48 
47 

47 
46 

38 
40 

13 

4 
20 

2 
16 

164 

786 

109 
870 

44 

43 

34 

45 

38 

37 

1,184 

1,510 

47 
46 

47 
46 

40 
37 

59 
89 

44 
63 

7 
57 

583 

2,813 

886 
2,136 

45 

45 

36 

700 

557 

428 

24,981 

25,829 

Rye. 


CHICAGO. 

No.2 

MINNEAPOLIS. 

Western No.  2 


84 

83 

104 

18 

9 

12 

840 

926 

78 

77 

98 

7 

13 

23 

2,218 

2,392 

Closing  Prices  of  Grain  Futures. 

March  23,  1923,  with  Comparisons. 
Wheat. 


May  futures. 

July  futures. 

Market. 

1923 

1922 

1923 

1922 

Mar.  23. 

Mar.  16. 

Mar.23. 

Mar.  16. 

Mar.  23. 

Mar.  16. 

Mar.  23. 

Mar.  16. 

Chicago 

Minneapolis... 
Kansas  City... 

Winnipeg 

Liverpool 

Lents. 
120| 
119| 
112f 
116! 
122| 

hents. 
121 
120V 
112J 
115| 
1211 

Cents. 
132 
139f 
120 
135 

vents. 
135f  - 
140| 
124J 
1351 

tents. 
115J 
119-1- 
107 
1171 
1221 

Cents. 
116 
120| 
107| 
116| 
121 

tents. 
1171 
130J 
110| 
132$ 

Cents. 
1161 
131 
1091 
131£ 

Chicago 731 

Kansas  City. . .         7l| 


53* 


Chicago . . . 
Winnipeg . 


290 


WEATHER,  CROPS,  AND  MARKETS. 


Vol.  3,  No.  13. 


Receipts  of  Wheat  During  February,  1923. 

[Amount  of  each  class  and  grade,  in  terms  Of  carloads,  inspected  on  arrival  at  all  inspection  points  by  inspectors  licensed  under  the  United  States  grain  standards  act.] 


Subclasses  and  grades. 

I 

£3 

■a 

i 

1 
3 ' 

i 
6 

0 

1 
p 

e 

4 

1 

I 

! 
3 

e" 
S 
0 

9 

1 
pq 

O 

0 

S3 

"I 
a 
> 

O 

d 

la 

a  * 

3 

05 
O 

03 

5 
0 

03 

W     . 

02 

0 
ft 

s 

5 

09 

□ 

a 
a 
5 

5 

a 
t 

f 

0 

s 

& 

ft   . 

S  ft 
3a 
o.2 
a*5 
< 

3 
03 

"3 
0 

1 

—'  CO 

"3  . 

.<u 

"3 
H 

~2<m 
-as 

<s 

$™ 
0 

Dark  Northern  Spring.No.  1 

No  2 

1,421 

246 

108 

61 

1,834 

666 

469 

243 

155 

1.533 

5 

8 

6 

6 

25 

172 
38 
17 
10 

237 
58 
91 
45 
21 

215 
1 
1 

'"'2 
5 
1 
8 
5 
8 

18 
15 
46 

38 

10 
7 
1 

56 
3 
1 
2 
9 

15 

17 

1 

.... 

19 

305 
3 
1 
22 

331 

1,391 

150 

37 
11 
13 
5 
66 
7 
1 
4 
2 
14 
2 
1 

20 
3 

1 

94 
5 

1 

426 

77 

26 

11 

540 

135 

68 

30 

17 

"250 

4 

1 

2 

4,071 
396 
206 
174 

8,561 

1,040 

400 

56, 785  21, 183 

8,97610,551 
5, 447  IS,  084 
4, 892  20, 501 

27 
62 

2 

150 

2 

24 
55 
11 
5 
1 

72 
1 

100 
5 
2 
1 

4,847110300 

Northern  Spring No.  1 

No  2    . 

13.471 

7, 345 

3,554 

2,590 

26, 960 

123 

77 

62 

83 

345 

2|611 

651 

348 

229 

2,162 

13 

12 

8 

9 

42 

493 

415 

4,051 

24 

10 

6 

14 

-54 

No  3    . 

-. 

7 

2 
2 

2,213 

8 

Eed  Spring No.  1 

No  2 

'   35 

1 

..... 

3 
3 

1 

3 

1 

' 

Total  Hard  Red  Spring 

3,392 

454 

57 

72 

19 

338 

1,480 

150 

2 

83 

2 

97 

108 

797 

40 

51 

5 
9 

""2 

S 

118 

1 

1 

128 

54 
11 

1 

S 

1 
6 
3 
32 

17 

66 

u 

2 
3 

16 
44 
3 
3 
66 
10 
52 
16 

126 
657 
103 
44 
930 

231 
938 
135 
65 

1,778|  1,586 

127     283 

16 

1 

17 

1 

185 
53 

158 
65 
62 

338 
37 

100 
40 
30 

207 

730 

67 
35 
436 
23 
243 
167 

1,477   2,792 

.... 

? 

2 

1 
3 

68 

17 

5 

1 
2 

3 

11 
3 

14 
3 

1 
11 

92i      86    1,193       138 

No.  2 

11 

- 

141 
7 
2 
150 
11 
15 

161 

28 

5 

194 

2 

18 
9 

31 

2 

25 

3 

2 

No.  3 

13  2 

14  12 
39     19 

42|      2 
811      2 
22!      3 
18,     10 
163|     17 

32l!     535    3.784 

1,381 

187       9 
620     18 
102|      7 
92]      8 
391      4 
311       1 
264]     20 

1 
26 

..... 

2 
25 

1 

1 
1 

1 

121     325     4651  3.299 
901,622  2,48118,153 
26[     2451     640   4,749 
32     409     569   4,425 
9     142     182    1,471 
4     106|     138   1,100 
711     902 '1.529  11. 745 

2,445 
5,459 
2,296 
3,148 

Total 

33 

12 
1 

2 
4 
1 
1 

No.2 

1 

4 
8 
10 
22 

No.  3 

1,474 

1 

19 

1 
2 

559 

Total 

29 

29 

1 

28 

20 

4 

6 

7,477 

1  ,-  -|     ,— 

Total  Durum... 

1,320     38 

218!     39 

307 

291 

51 

48 

31 

31 

91 

16 

3 

13 

227^3, 454  5, 377  41. 222  28, 840 

41 
13 
2 

2 
1 

6 
86 
103 
48 
243 
18 
875 
768 
490 
2,151 

6 

43 
35 

10 
94 

52 
464 
134 

73J 

4? 
9 
19 

77 

1 

17 
16 
6 

40 

1 
94 
501 
267 
863 

11 

17 

1 
3 
32 
6 
47 
57 
25 
135 

58 
42 
16 
15 
131 
18 
24 
1 

43 

197 
211 
128 
32 
568 

365 
499 
347 
125 

490   5,85ol  8.415 

No.  2    

1 
2 
1 

4 

1 

........ 

2 



2 

1 

46     13 

812  10,340.20:087 
628i  8,10510,060 
243    4.304'   6.951 

No.  3 

30 
9 

128 

16 

13 
1 
27 
4 
77 
46 
13 
140 

Total 

56 
17 
23 
9 
1 
50 

5 
12 
95 

""s 

61 

2 

3 

5 
106 
32 
58 
201 

3 

4 
59 
16 
19 
98 

3 
93 
54 
39 
189 

1. 336  2  173  28.  604  45.  513 

1 

6 
1 
2 
10 

88     260     38011,603;23,928 
875  2, 989  5, 680  56, 754  93,  763 

No.  2.  . . 

31 

64 
6 

7 

77 

72 
15 
39 
126 

No.  3...... 

..... 
1 

1 
"2 

25 

1, 383  2, 995  4,  SOS  42,  784  37,  804 

30 
162 
2 
37 
10 
8 
,  57 

1 
67 

'"31 

1 
1 

599  1, 642  3, 019  31, 340  35, 211 

2, 945  7. 886  13887  142481  190706 

Total 

43 

44 

3 

69 
18 
8 
98 

10 

400 
139 
113 
662 

12 
551 
280 
203 
1,046 

1,100    1,729 

No.2  ... 

1 

2 

55 
1 
18 

74 

14 
....... 

20 

7 

68 

1 
2 
1 
4 

4 
""4 

1 

2 

..... 

33 
23 
7 
63 

10,13910.098 

3,263   3,715 

Total 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

18,38519,575 

106 

Total  Hard  Red  Winter. 

1 

6 

224 

68 

33 

79 

J 

224 

2,462 

90, 

11 

174 

230 

•3,611 

9,884 

17106 

189470  255794 

Red  Winter No.  1 

1 
13 
15 

4 
33 



89 
274 
214 
579 

1 

30 
33 
28 

92 

121 
49 
276 

13 
8 
1 
25 
20 
22 
3 
3 
48 

5 
3 

4 
14 

4 
16 

3 

24 

"•21 
8 
2 
31 

343 
247 
200 
839 
28 
42 
27 

62 
649 
809 
621 
2,141 
52 
80 
33 
4 
169 

78 
642 
1,034 
925 
2,679 
150 
138 
43 
10 
341 

1,587    2,025 

No.  2.     . 

1 
2 

11 
6 
18 

35 

4 

7 
3 

14 

17 

74 
91 
182 

3 

9 

No.3 

..... 
1 

2 
3 
5 

.'.'.'.'. 

2 

1 
3 

19,539  24,159 
22.82325,915 

Total 

3 

63^  923  73, 562 

No.2 

201 

47 

1,874 

824 

No.3 

60 

Total 

97 

2,432 

Total  Soft  Red  Winter 

33 

3 

35 

14 

1 

5 

182 

3 

9 

579 

92 

276 

73 

38 

31 

936 

2,310  3.020 

65,797 

75, 994 

Hard  White No.  1 

3 
9 
30 
25 
67 

14 
17 
1 

7 
12 
4 

30 

35 
21 
3S 

122 
49 

136 
26 
3 

45 
37 
80 
57 

219 
51 

191 
58 
8 

13C 
124 
148 
491 
93 

107 
11 

2,191 
1,180 
1,088 
973 
5,432 
1079 
397S 
1105 
183 

1,522 

No.2 

2,415 

No.3 

1,834 

1,049 

Total 

6,820 
871 

1 
4 

No.2 

1 

1 

6 

2 

1 

3 

26 
10 

6694 

No.3 

2 

4 

1949 

367 

Total 

2 

5 

s 

6 

1 

3 

33 

36 

214 

308 

531 

6345 

9881 

Western  White No.  1 

/ 

4 
51 

31 
25 

14 

45 
42 

16 

2S 
50 
90 
40 

46 
146 
103 

81 

61 
326 

27S 
149 

1S11 
4079 
3242 
904 

19SS 

No.2 

6795 

No.3...  . 

2458 

280 

Total 

111 

117 

208 

436 

814 

10036 

11521 

Total  White  Wheat 

2 

5 

8 

6 

1 

...   .1 

3 

211 

183 

544 

963 

1836 

21S13 

28222 

Mixed  Wheat No.  1... 

208 
140 

226 
259 
109 
98 

9 
24 

18 
23 

8 
26 
14 

20 

'"22 
16 

5 
427 
19 
10 

7 
314 
14 

18 

1 
114 

2 
1 

1     . 

3 
34 
119 
110 

29 
34 
19 
21 

11 
75 
23 
11 

2 
8 
2 
3 

1 
7 
2 

4 

27 
21 

18 

5 

10 
14 

16 
24 

"23 
10 
2 

136 
314 
214 

136 

683 

188G 
719 
637 

1208 
3253 
1115 
1080 

10155 
24217 

12361 
11620 

7928 

No.2 

No.3 

All  others 

4 
9 

28 

4 
4 
11 

2 
5 

19 

20 

26 

is 

2S056 
14342 
12170 

Total  Mixed  Wheat 

476 

692 

74 

45 

461 

353 

118 

41 

19 

266 

103 

26 

6,4 

120 

15 

14 

71 

64 

35 

800 

3925 

6656 

5S353 

62496 

Total,  Feb.,  1923 

170i 
11418 

TCI.",: 
00517 

24  7 

38IX 
42071 
34414 

17." 
224 
1379 
2028 

620 
941 

27347 
25227 

182 
154 

1702 
1082 

1145 

200.S 
lf.-.Oi 
20284 

22.; 
32:,; 

25712 

150 
851 

18E 

2  4:' 
9799 

O002 

290 

1048 

160.-,  7 
21601) 

2S1 

1797 
11548 

32630 

2941 
5122 
40430 

78022 

1187 

1688 
18335 
18881 

938 
1257 
13531 
15767 

244 

55s 
7330 
47m> 

100S 
1472 

16057 
21404 

121 
162 
2553 

2407 

290 
240 

641 

771 

567 

2'M, 

471 

6915 
9429 

10>5V, 
125420 

275S7 

Total,  Jan.,  1923 

4S400 

Total,  July,  1922-Feb.,  1923 

250S  6287 

14206^5802 
22154  5767 

4S0060 

Total,  July,  1921-Feb.,  1922 

529359 

March  31, 1923. 
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Receipts  of  Shelled  Corn  During  February,  1923. 

[Amount  of  each  class  and  grade,  in  terms  of  carloads,  inspected  on  arrival  at  all  inspection  points  by  inspectors  licensed  under  the  United  States  grain  standards  act.] 


Points  at  which  received. 


Chicago 

Omaha 

Peoria 

Kansas  City,  Kans-  and  Mc 
St.  Louis  and  E.  St.  Louis.. 


Milwaukee... 
Indianapolis. 
Minneapolis.. 

Buffalo 

Cincinnati... 


Memphis 

Louisville — 
Sioux  City. . . 
Philadelphia. 
Nashville 


Cleveland 

Baltimore 

New  Orleans. 

Denver 

Detroit 


Wichita 

Seattle 

Fort  Worth. 

Portland 

Atlanta 


1,179 
377 
34 
445 
575 

"  172 
333 

"  21 
13 

74 


5; 

1. 151 

729 

548 


38  29 

5021  35 

73  6 

22  2 
10.. 


Total. 


1,724 
348 
137 


Total, 
Feb., 
1923. 


Total. 
Jan., 
1923. 


8,391 
1,876 
900 
1, 
1,636 

1,656 

712 
764 
327 


Total, 
Oct.  1, 

1922- 
Feb. 
28, 
1923. 


8,000  41,554 

2,584  9,566 

1,468  7,153 

1,614  5, 

2,277  8,332 


1,709 
1,811 
1,117 
1,145 
361 


6,079 

7. 

3,854 

4,466 

1,872 


501     1, 
444     1,742 
1,3171     4,434 


201 
2,063 
1.9S0 


872 
7,531 
8,456 
2,802 


Total; 
Oct.  1, 
1921- 
Feb. 


1922. 


53,954 
9,720 
7,446 
7,919 

11,110 


8,500 
8,070 
5,304 
1,861 

1,215 

1,190 
5,393 
4,525 

768 

1,074 
16,298 
13,736 

1,702 


4,478 
8,798 
3,012 


Galveston 

Duluth 

New  York 

St.  Joseph 

All  other  inspection  points. 


1923. 


Total,  Feb. 

Total,  Jan.,  1923 

Total,  Oct.   1,   1922-Feb.  28, 

1923 

Total,  Oct.  1,  1921-Feb.  28, 

1922 


14,447 
14,863 


2,489 
3,558 


11,771 


35 

672 

111 

1.GS5 


14 
79 

1,126 
737 

7,138 


82 

2,022     5,980 

839     3,006 

7,872   32,575 


1123 
3,184 
4,569 


1 ,  19.3 
2,903 


2,947 
14,758 


32, 190 
36,714 


11,937 

14,700 


44,426 
34,912 


2,615 
3,760 


13,611 
14,872 


6,256 
14,597 


13,414 
24,252 


1,127 
1,551 


4,850 
4,623 


8,822 
10, 


34,412 


1,670 
3,125 


Receipts  of  Oats  During  February,   1923. 


[  Amount  of  each  class  and  grade,  in 

terms  of  carloads,  inspected 

m  arrival  at  all  inspection  points  by  inspectors  licensed  u 

ider  the  United  States  grain  standards  act.] 

White. 

Mixed. 

Red. 

Black  and  gray. 

Total 
Feb., 

1923. 

Total 
Jan., 
1923. 

Total 

July  l, 
1922- 
Feb. 
28, 
1923. 

Total 
July  1, 
1921- 
Feb. 
28, 
1922. 

Points  at  which 
received. 

No. 
1. 

No. 
2. 

No. 
3. 

No. 

4. 

S. 
G. 

To- 
tal. 

No. 
1. 

No. 
2. 

2 

No. 
3. 

No. 
4. 

S. 
G. 

3 
3 
19 

To- 
tal. 

NTo. 
1. 

No. 
2. 

No. 

3. 

No. 
4. 

S. 
G. 

To- 
tal. 

No, 
I. 

No. 
2. 

No. 
3. 

No. 
4. 

S. 
G. 

To- 
tal. 

>    65 
3 
6 
1 

14 

•   6 

1 

518 
114 
161 
51 

80 

195 
195 
47 
80 
35 

64 

40 

90 

v    23 

45 

""83 
38 
4 
23 

28 
3 
24 

939 
718 
308 
19 

349 

92 
77 

326 
.     31 

437 

20 
207 

87 

30 

47 
85 
3 
6 
13 

52 
20 
53 
54 
20 

147 

191 
112 
155 
16 

87 

14 
25 
108 
13 
49 

5 

22 
28 
50 

41 
12 
25 
1 

16 

1 
5 
21 
2 
5 

4 
4 
8 
12 

1,754 

655 
88 

546 

308 
303 
502 
128 
526 

94 

273 
217 

478 
75 

50 
193 
45 
17 

38 

103 

56 
78 
56 
42 

179 
5 

5 
3 
19 

1,759 
962 
674 
88 

619 

308 
311 
505 
129 
529 

98 
282 
229 
505 

75 

50 
236 
45 
17 
39 

103 
57 

78 
75 
42 

179 
5 

2,302 

1,042 

1,181 

153 

1,418 

3S7 
640 
741 
402 
1,073 

202 
684 
294 
705 
262 

66 
479 
155 

3C 

83 
53 
88 
146 
59 

287 
48 

23,284 
7,194 
9,949 
5,747 

6,903 

3,034 

3,605 
5,344 
2,559 
5,866 

1,158 
3,613 
1,481 
4,076 
1,768 

672 
2,525 
843 
427 
630 

1,171 
801 
671 
830 

1,440 

2,225 

896 

3 

109 

122 

644 

22,133 

28,790 
8,248 

Minneapolis 

2,908 

7,251 

4,122 
5,360 

St.  Louis  and  East 

6 

10 

5 

1 

22 

46 

1 

4 

51 

1 

2 

"2 

5 
.... 

1 

"i 

8 
3 
1 
1 

4 
1 
1 
2 

2 

2,874 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 
1 
1 

1,512 

7 
2 
18 

1 

! 

25 

2,913 

1,980 

4,168 

768 

4 

2 

6 

1 

1 

2 

23 
4 
5 

..... 

266 

9 

3 

1 

13 

2 

20 

30 

Detroit 

623 

2 
2 

493 

1 

1 

Cleveland 

22 
24 
1 
2 
2 

13 
1 

1 
9 

..... 

Duluth 

l 

1 

1,640 

Fort  Worth 

6 

8 

4 

1 

19 

1 

16 

19 
4 

447 

Sioux  City 

2 

1 
15 

83 

1,245 

i 

15 

94 
2,044 

1 
21 

95 

2,136 

2 

16 

145 
3,227 

....!--- 

1 

5 

6 

3 

568 

7 
169 

1 

48 

1 

1 
7 

1 
12 

All  other  inspection 

14 

3 

l 

54 

22 

3 

1 

80 

20,586 

Total,  Feb.,  1923. 

Total,  Jan.,  1923.... 

123 
183 

1,433 

1,730 

2,551 

4,822 

31,612 
20, 158 

5,877 
8,966 

70,479 

69,980 

1,150 
1,570 

11,607 

22,834 

221 
300 

2,710 

4,984 

9,922 
15,841 

117,841 

119,686 

8 
9 

43 

71 

37 
50 

321 

372 

12 

34 

233 
577 

12 
7 

57 

270 

2s 
43 

200 

141 

97 
143 

953 

1,431 

3 

IS 

7S 
90 

155 
270 

1,057 

1,109 

50 
121 

1,202 

1,602 

13 

27 

356 
1,671 

2     223 

8     444 

122  2,816 
506'4.978 

1 

1 
1 

113 

210 

10,243 

1 

IS 
-     9 

5 
11 

16,429 

Total,  July  1,  1922- 
Feb.  28,  1923  

42 
107 

26 
53 

22 

36 

121,723 

Total,  July  1, 1921- 
Feb.  28, 1922 

126,311 
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Potato  Prices  Registered  Sharp  Advances. 


A  sharp  rise  in  potato  prices  and  the  upward  tendency  of  Texas 
cabbage  were  the  market  features  of  the  week  ending  March  24. 
Old  cabbage,  however,  weakened,  onions  showed  an  irregular 
trend,  and  apples  and  sweet  potatoes  closed  steady  to  firm.  Total 
shipments  of  apples,  strawberries,  and  10  vegetables  decreased 
about  8%  to  9,507  cars.  Tomatoes,  onions,  new  cabbage,  and  celery 
were  the  only  lines  to  show  larger  shipments. 

Potatoes. — With  more  potatoes  grown  last  fall  than  are  ordinarily 
required  for  food  and  all  other  purposes,  and  with  large  stocks  still 
on  hand  March  1,  it  is  not  surprising  that  14%  of  these  stocks,  or 
40,000  carloads,  had  deteriorated  until  no  longer  fit  for  food  or  seed. 
About  100,000  carloads  were  being  held  by  producers  for  their  own 
use  as  food  or  seed,  and  it  was  estimated  that  45,000  carloads  of 
marketable  potatoes  would  be  required  at  local  points.  This  leaves 
100,000  cars  available  for  shipment  outside  the  county  where  grown, 
a  considerably  larger  quantity  than  will  be  needed. 

MARCH   SHIPMENTS    AVERAGED    700   CARS   DAILY. 

Further  shrinkage  and  loss  in  storage  will,  of  course,  reduce  the 
supplies  of  good  No.  1  potatoes,  but  even  if  90,000  carloads  were 
available  the  daily  shipments  from  March  1  to  the  end  of  June 
would  have  to  average  750  cars  to  use  up  all  marketable  stocks. 
March  shipments  have  averaged  700  cars  per  day,  but  the  move- 
ment is  gradually  decreasing  and  last  week  filled  only  4,450  cars,  or 
about  400  less  than  the  preceding  week.  From  March  1  to  June  30 
last  year,  more  than  55,000  carloads  of  old  potatoes  were  shipped, 
but  this  was  an  unusually  heavy  movement  to  supply  the  shortage 
in  the  central  territory.  Only  40,000  cars  were  shipped  during 
the  same  months  in  1921. 

States  still  having  more  than  5,000  carloads  of  marketable  potatoes 
for  distant  shipment  on  March  1  were  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota 
each  with  17,000  cars,  Michigan  with  12,600  cars,  Maine  with  6,850 
cars,  Colorado  and  New  York  each  with  6,400,  Idaho  with  5,800, 
and  North  Dakota  with  5,350  cars.  Total  stocks  on  hand  in  these 
eight  States  were  35  %  greater  than  on  March  1,  1922,  and  were  about 
46%  of  their  season's  production.  It  is  not  likely,  however,  that 
more  than  half  of  the  77,400  carloads  available  in  these  States  will 
be  required  in  consuming  centers,  when  remaining  stocks  in  other 
sections  also  are  considered. 

In  consequence  of  the  23%  reduction  in  acreage  of  early  potatoes 
in  11  Southern  States,  and  a  similar  reduction  in  9  intermediate 
States,  there  may  be  a  somewhat  better  opportunity  for  northern 
growers  and  dealers  to  dispose  of  old  potatoes.  The  delay  of  heavy 
movement  from  Florida  until  April  20  will  also  give  a  greater  outlet 
for  northern  stocks.  Recent  cold  weather  caused  considerable 
damage  to  early  potatoes. 

MANY  GROWERS   HOLDING  STOCKS. 

The  rising  market  has  led  many  growers  to  hold  their  potatoes  for 
possible  higher  prices.  There  was  a  strong  tone  in  all  shipping 
sections  and  in  many  terminal  markets,  although  supplies  in  some 
cities  were  reported  heavy.  Advances  of  200-35(1;  per  100  pounds 
occurred  in  f.  o.  b.  prices  at  shipping  points -as  far  west  as  Wisconsin. 
Minnesota  showed  a  gain  of  10<t— 20cfc,  and  cash  track  prices  in  Idaho 
jumped  300  for  Rurals  and  600  for  Russets,  these  varieties  closing 
at  70<t— 75<t  and  $1.10-$1.25,  respectively.  F.  o.  b.  prices  in  northern 
Colorado  increased  two-thirds,  reaching  a  top  of  750.  Bad  roads 
and  car  shortage  still  hindered  the  movement  in  some  sections. 

At  the  end  of  the  week  New  York  Round  Whiles  were  jobbing 
generally  at  $1.75-$2  per  100  pounds  in  leading  cities.  Maine 
Green  Mountains  were  selling  at  $2-$2.35;  Northern  Round  Whites 
at  $1.50-$1.85  and  Red  River  Ohios  at  $1.15-$1.60,  with  top  of  $1.90 
in  Cincinnati.  The  Chicago  carlot  market  touched  high  point 
of  $1.25-11.40  for  sacked  Round  Whites,  bulk  stock  bringing  100 
more.  Western  Rurals  also  advanced  to  $1.40,  with  Russets  selling 
at  $1.50-$1.75.  Russets  closed  as  high  as  $2  in  St.  Louis.  Prices 
of  old  potatoes  are  now  approaching  last  year's  levels,  and  Florida 
Spaulding  Rose  in  barrels  are  even  higher  than  a  year  ago,  being 
quoted  at  $13.50-$15. 

Apples.— Carlot  movement  of  apples  was  lighter  from  both  box 
and  barrel  shipping  sections,  although  65%  heavier  than  for  the 


corresponding  week  in  1922.  Barreled  apples  held  firm  in  city 
markets  at  $5-$6  for  leading  varieties.  Northwestern  Extra  Fancy 
Winesaps  held  at  $2.25-$3  per  box  and  Delicious  at  $3.50-$4. 

Cabbage. — Cabbage  acreage  in  Florida,  according  to  the  forecast 
of  March  15,  has  been  reduced  to  1,960  acres  from  11,280  in  1922 
and  5,370  in  1921.  Shipments  from  the  State  for  the  season  have 
been  810  cars,  compared  with  2,388  last  season,  to  date.  The  total 
cabbage  movement  for  the  week  was  362  cars  of  new  cabbage  and 
90  cars  of  old  stock.  New  York  Danish  type  ranged  $30-$G0  per 
ton  in  most  consuming  centers.  Light  supplies  in  St.  Louis  caused 
prices  to  reach  $80-$90  the  end  of  the  week  in  that  market.  Florida 
pointed  cabbage  sold  250-500  lower  at  $2.50-$3  per  one  and  one- 
half  bushel  hamper.  Texas  Flat  Dutch  was  firm  at  $90-$120  per 
ton.  California  Winnigstadt  brought  $4-$4.50  per  crate  in  Boston 
and  Chicago. 

Sweet  potatoes. — Shipments  of  sweet  potatoes  are  gradually  de- 
creasing, but  the  movement  for  the  season  to  March  24  has  been 
nearly  1,900  cars  heavier  than  for  last  season  to  March  25.  Prices 
were  slightly  weaker  for  eastern  yellow  varieties,  but  steady  to  firm 
for  Southern  Nancy  Halls  and  Porto  Ricans. 

Other  fruits  and  vegetables. — California  asparagus  sold  firm  in  New 
York  at  $18-$20  per  crate.  Florida  string  beans  ranged  $3.50-$5.50 
per  bushel  hamper  in  leading  markets.  Texas  bunched  beets  were 
slightly  lower  at  $2-$3  per  bushel.  California  cauliflower  was  gen- 
erally weaker  at  $1.75-$2.50  per  crate'.  Shipments  fell  off  to"l98 
cars.  Celery  markets  were  generally  stronger,  although  some  showed 
declines.  Florida  celery  sold  in  city  markets  at  $2-$3  per  ten-inch 
crate,  and  at  $1.35-$1.60  1*.  o.  b.  shipping  points.  California  Golden 
Heart  celery  ranged  $5.50-$7  per  crate  in  the  Middle  West.  Florida 
shipped  510  cars  and  California  23.  California  lettuce  declined 
250-500  in  consuming  markets,  selling  mostly  at  $2-$2.75  per  crate, 
and  ruled  $1.50  at  shipping  points.  Florida  head  lettuce  was  slow 
and  dull  at  $1.25-$2  in  eastern  markets.  Shipments  decreased  to 
795  cars.  The  heaviest  movement  is  from  the  Imperial  Valley  of 
California. 


Carload  Shipments  of  Fruits  and  Vegetables. 
Week  of  March  18-24  and  Season  to  March  24,  with  Comparisons. 


Commodity. 


Apples: 

Box  areas 

Barrel  areas . . 

Cabbage: 

1922  crop .... . 

1923  crop 

Cauliflower 

Celery: 

1922  crop 

1923  crop 

Lettuce 

Onions: 

1922  crop 

1923  crop 

Potatoes: 

Sweet 

White— 

1922  crop . 

1923  crop. 

Spinach 

Strawberries 

Tomatoes 

Vegetables,  mixed 

Total 


Mar. 
18-24, 
1923. 


Mar. 
11-17, 
1923. 


271 
5 

351 

4,831 
5 
374 
123 
543 
445 


10, 


Mar. 
19-25, 
1922. 


Total 

this 

season  to 

Mar.  24 


43,934 
60,281 

40,351 
2,031 
4,086 

14,437 
3,840 
11,983 

28",  638 
17 

18,953 

206,661 

19 

4,042 


Total 

last 

season  to 

Mar.  25. 


5.1,(120 
30, 102 


2,841 

273 

2, 046 

3, 432 


Total 

last 

season. 


56. 294 

32.07S 


30,960 
5,721 

31,006 

3,804 

4,335 

11,595 

3,004 

11,640 

9,000 

21,988 

20,691 
10 

20,767 

17,064 

19,291 

201,198 
101 

238,285 

4,654 
IS,  740 
26,368 
10,704 


Prices  of  Fruits  and  Vegetables,  f.  o.  b.  Shipping  Points. 

March  26,  1923,  with  Comparisons. 


Commodity. 

Shipping  point. 

Unit  of  sale. 

Mar.  26, 
1923. 

Mar.  12, 
1923. 

Mar.  27, 

1922. 

Potatoes 

Rochester,  N.  Y... 
Grand       Rapids, 
Mich. 

Waupaca,  Wis 

Minneapolis,  Minn 

100  lbs. sacked. 
do 

do." 

do 

..  .do 

$1.70 
1.10-1.25 

1.05-1.15 
1.00-1.10 
1.60 
1.10-1.25 
4.85-5.00 
1.35-1.60 
1.  50-1. 60 

81. 45-1. 55 
.87-  .90 

.95 

.90 

i.  45 

.60 

5. 00-5. 25 

1.40-1.60 

1.  40-1. 65 

.50 

S1.71-1.7S 
1. 37-1. 45 

1.38-1.43 

1.30-L40 
1.80 

Apples 

Celery 

Lettuce 

Spinach 

Idaho  rails,  Idaho 
Rochester,  N.  Y... 

Sanford,  Fla 

El  Centro,  Calif. . . 
Laredo,  Tex 

do 

1.80 

2.50-2.65 

do 

Wagonloads  cash  to  growers. 


March  31, 1923. 
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Arrivals  and  Prices  of  Fruits  and  Vegetables. 

Arrivals  Include  All  Varieties  of  Each  Commodity  for  the  Week  March  20-26,  1923, 
With  Comparisons;  Prices  are  For  March  26,  1923,  With  Comparisons,  and  are 
for  the  Variety  or  Varieties  Specified  in  Commodity  Headings. 


Potatoes. 

[Prices  quoted  on  Eastern  and  Northern  Sacked  Round  Whites  per  100  pounds.] 


Total  car-lot  arrivals. 

Jobbing  range. 

- 

_ 

„ 

8 

S 

a 

eg 

8 

Markets. 

MM 

71 

7 

S3 

C3 

O 

OS 

o 

w§» 

?a 

S3 

Jg 

cT 

i-~ 

C3 

& 

fe 

a 

fl 

u 

S 

oS 

§ 

£ 

a 

£ 

M 

* 

a 

New  York 

375 

472 

324 

3,879 

3,944 

SI.  85-2. 00 

SI.  65-1. 85 

$2. 00-2. 10 

Boston 

203 

179 

155 

2,248 

2,004 

2. 00-2. 10 

1.90-2.00 

1. 75-1. 85 

Philadelphia.. 

174 

135 

89 

1,227 

1,117 

1. 85-1. 90 

1.75 

2.00 

Baltimore 

14 

26 

45 

195 

1209 

1.90-2.00 

1.  65-1.  75 

2. 10-2. 15 

Pittsburgh . . . 

195 

141 

133 

1,238 

1,406 

1.75 

1. 60-1. 65 

2.05 

Cincinnati 

91 

113 

73 

647 

608 

1.35-1.50 

1. 35-1. 45 

1.85-1.90 

Chicago 

458 

-   293 

327 

3,971 

3,539 

2  1.25-1.30 

2  1.05-1.15 

2  1. 65-1. 75 

St.  Louis 

141 

130 

95 

1,057 

1, 138 

3  1. 50-1.  60 

3  1.45 

3  1.  75-1. 85 

Kansas  City. . 

218 

351 

212 

2,179 

1,922 

3  1. 20-1. 25 

3 1.25 

3  1.80 

Sweet  Potatoes. 
[Prices  quoted  on  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  and  Maryland  Yellow  Varieties, 
bushel  hamper.] 


New  York.... 

Boston 

Philadelphia.. 

Baltimore 

Pittsburgh... 

Cincinnati 

Chicago : 

St.  Louis 

Kansas  City. . 


46 

27 

8 

721 

362 

$0. 75-1. 00 

$0. 75-1. 00 

23 

15 

9 

150 

106 

.75-  .85 

.  75-  .  90 

11 

9 

8 

102 

146 

.  60-  .  75 

.  50-  .  65 

6 

5 

12 

126 

136 

.50-  .00 

.50-  .60 

29 

30 

19 

428 

322 

.50-  .85 

.65-  .75 

10 

13 

8 

123 

120 

«.  90-1. 00 

<.90-  .95 

22 

20 

22 

395 

306 

«  1.10-1. 25 

*  1.00-1.10 

8 

C 

6 

97 

54 

'.95 

4.95 

2 

7 

8 

62 

52 

*  1. 10-1. 15 

4  1.10 

SI.  05-2. 00 
2.00-2.25 

'  1.  00-1. 85 

1.75 

1.  75-1. 90 

*  1. 15-1. 25 

*  1.25 

*  1. 20-1. 25 
•i  1. 10-1. 25 


Cabbage. 

[Prices  quoted  on  New  York  and  Northern  Danish  Type,  bulk  per  ton.] 


New  York... 

Boston 

Philadelphia. 
Baltimore... 
Pittsburgh.. 
Cincinnati... 

Chicago 

St.  Louis 

Kansas  City. 


906'$35.00-40.00 


339!  5  3.00 

090  2.",.  00-30.  (id 
■  200  40.  00-45.  00 
430  50.00-1.0.  Oil 
2281  60. 00 

858  85.00  45.00-50.00 

577i7100.00-110.00  f  87. 50 

182  9  5.  00  9  3. 50 


$55.00-60.00 
=  3.50-  3.75 
35. 00-45. 
50. 00-60. 00 
50. 00-60. 00 
57.  00-05. 00 


6*2.75-  3. 00 

'40.00-45.00 

745.00-50.00 

740.00-45.00 

45.00 

8  2.00 

'35.00 

8  1.00-1.75 


Onions. 

[Prices  quoted  on  Eastern  and  Midwestern  Yellow  Globes,  per  100-pound  sack. 


New  York 

Boston 

Philadelphia . 

Baltimore 

Pittsburgh . . . 

Cincinnati 

Chicago 

St.  Louis 

Kansas  City. . 


1,590 
353 
434 
129 
293 
77 
444 
174 
186 


S3.  50-3.  75 

4.  50-4: 75 

4.40 

3. 50-3. 75 

4. 00-4. 50 

4.  75-5. 00 

11  3. 25-3. 50 

U5.00 

"4.00-4.50, 


$11.50-12.00 

11.00-12.00 

11.50 

10.00 


$4.  25-4. 50 

3. 25-3.  50 

3. 00-4. 00 

4.25 

3. 50-3. 75 

3.  75-4. 00 

2. 50-2. 

11  2. 15 

'2.00-2.25,u8.50 


9.00 

w  10. 00 

8. 50-8.  75 

00 


Apples. 
[Prices  quoted  on  New  York  Baldwins,  A  2%  inches,  per  barrel.] 


New  York 

Boston 

Philadelphia . 

Baltimore 

Pittsburgh . . . 

Cincinnati 

Chicago 

St.  Louis 

Kansas  City. . 


171 

72 

1,919 

940 

1C 

2C 

138 

99 

24 

23 

405 

266 

11 

& 

146 

160 

HI 

4C 

901 

517 

21 

18 

217 

171 

3(1 

11 

388 

153 

1 

H 

105 

36 

2 

32 

4 

$5. 00-5. 25  ^5. 00-5. 25 
6. 00-6. 25     6. 00-6. 50 


5.50 

5. 50-5.  75 

5. 00-5.  50 

5.50 

5.50-6.00 

12  5. 50  w  4. 75-5. 25 
«  6. 00-6.  50;i3  5. 50-6. 50 


5. 50-5. 75 
5. 25-5. 50 
5. 25-5. 50 
5.50 
5. 25-5. 50 


$7. 50-7. 75 
7. 75-8. 50 

8.00 

7.50 
7.50-8.00 

8.25 
7.50-8.00 

7.50 


Apples. 
[Prices  quoted  on  Northwestern  Extra  Fancy  Winesaps,  medium  to  large,  per  box.] 


New  York 


Philadelphia . 

Baltimore 

Pittsburgh . . . 

Chicago 

St.  Louis 

Kansas  City. 


135 

158 

115 

1,755 

32 

15 

18 

339 

41 

73 

37 

480 

12 

21 

12 

212 

27 

65 

10 

448 

79 

120 

25 

2,064 

18 

20 

18 

318 

8 

18 

8 

352 

1,575'  $2.25-2.75 

165  2.  25-2.  75 

388  2. 10-2. 50 

1  83  2. 40v3. 00 

264  2. 35-2.  50 

474  2.  50-2:  65 

178  "4  2.50 

1411  2.50-2.75 


$2.50-2.75  $3.75-4.00 

2.  25-2. 50  3. 50-4. 00 

2. 40-2.  75  3. 00-3. 50 

2.50-3.00  3.25-a  sn 


.  50-3. 00  3. 25-3. 50 
2.25-2.50  2.75-3.25 
2.  25-2. 60     3. 00-3. 50 

2.15-2.50 

2.50     3.50-3.75 


1  Incomplete. 

2  Car-lot  sales. 

3  Minnesota  Red  River  Ohios. 
*  Tennessee  Nancy  Halls. 

6  Barrels. 

6  Texas  Flat  Dutch,  barrels. 

7  Texas  Flat,  per  ton. 


8  Texas  stock,  per  100  pounds. 

9  Bulk  per  100  pounds. 

10  California  Australian  Browns. 

11  Red  varieties. 

12  Midwestern  York  Imperials. 

13  Midwestern  Jonathans. 
»  Auction  sales. 


Demand  Improves  for  Potatoes  from  Greeley  District. 


Demand  for  potatoes  from  the  Greeley  district  of  Colorado 
increased  during  the  latter  part  of  February,  when  unfavorable 
weather  retarded  shipments  from  many  of  the  important  potato 
States.  Reports  from  the  Greeley  office  of  the  U.  S.  Department 
of  Agriculture  indicate  an  advance  of  5*— 10<t  per  100  lbs.  The 
better  demand  of  late  February  and  early  March  was  largely  from 
the  Southeast,  the  bulk  of  shipments  moving  to  that  part  of  the 
country.  Orders  from  the  Southwest  continued  only  fair  in  num- 
ber, with  prices  but  slightly  higher. 

Dealers  in  northern  Colorado  have  been  more  optimistic  recently, 
and  feel  that  the  remainder  of  the  crop  can  be  moved  at  present 
prices  or  perhaps  at  higher  ones.  It  is  also  believed  by  local 
factors  that  the  supply  of  good  IT.  S.  No.  1  stock  is  being  rapidly 
cleaned  up,  and  that  it  will  be  rather  hard  to  fill  orders  for  high- 
grade  potatoes  in  the  near  future. 

The  shortage  of  good  marketable  stock  in  the  Greeley  district, 
which  is  being  predicted  by  shippers,  is  said  to  be  the  result  of 
low  yields,  shrinkage  from  diseased  and  misshapen  tubers,  and 
the  fact  that  many  potatoes  are  being  fed  to  live  stock.  Further- 
more, some  growers  have  not  taken  good  care  of  the  potatoes  in 
storage  on  the  farms,  because  prices  have  been  so  discouragingly 
low  all  winter. 

To  March  12  shipments  from  northern  Colorado  were  nearly 
2,400  cars,  compared  with  3,100  to  the  correspondwg  time  last 
season,  and  local  dealers  and  shippers  estimate  that  less  than  2,000 
cars  of  marketable  potatoes  remain  in  the  Greeley  district.  If 
2,000  additional  cars  are  shipped,  total  movement  this  season  will 
fall  approximately  900  cars  short  of  last  season's  shipments. 

A  car  shortage  was  being  experienced  in  the  Greeley  section 
about  the  middle  of  March  and  many  of  the  shippers  were  behind 
with  their  orders.  Weather  conditions  during  the  preceding  two 
weeks  retarded  haulings  and,  as  the  time  to  begin  spring  work  will 
soon  be  here,  shippers  think  that  the  growers  may  refuse  to  haul 
potatoes  at  prevailing  prices.  On  March  12  the  price  to  growers 
for  potatoes  in  wagonload  lots  was  mostly  40$  per  100  pounds,  with 
a  few  sales  at  45$,  compared  with  30d;— 350  the  last  week  of  February 
and  90$  a  year  ago. 

Reports  from  the  San  Luis  Valley  indicated  that  probably  1,000 
cars  of  potatoes  would  be  shipped  from  that  district  after  March  12, 
the  movement  to  that  date  being  around  4,500  cars.  Total  move- 
ment from  the  Valley  last  season  was  approximately  6,300  cars. 

Shipments  from  the  entire  State  of  Colorado  after  March  1,  1922, 
filled  about  5,000  cars,  but  the  State's  total  this  season  may  be 
considerably  less  than  last  season's.  The  output  to  March  24, 
inclusive,  was  12,400  cars,  or  1,900  less  than  to  March  25,  1922. 

Estimates  of  Colorado  potato  stocks  on  hand  March  1  show 
9,045,000  bushels,  an  amount  41%  more  than  a  year  ago.  Of  that 
amount  1,846,000  bushels  were  considered  unfit  for  food  or  seed, 
2,400,000  bushels  were  held  by  growers  for  farm  food  and  seed 
purposes,  about  922,000  bushels  of  the  marketable  potatoes  remain- 
ing for  sale  would  be  needed  within  the  coimty  where  grown,  and 
3,877,000  bushels  were  available  for  shipment  out  of  the  county. 
The  last  figure  is  equivalent  to  6,460  carloads  of  600  bushels  each. 


Precooled  Lettuce  from  the  Imperial  Valley. 

The  first  car  of  precooled  lettuce  ever  shipped  from  Imperial 
Valley,  California,  rolled  from  El  Centro  on  March  14,  according  to 
reports  from  the  temporary  field  station  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of 
Agriculture  at  that  town.  The  shipment  was  destined  to  Chicago, 
and  a  representative  of  the  local  ice  company  which  is  conducting 
these  experiments  accompanied  the  shipment  to  secure  first-hand 
information  of  its  condition  on  arrival.  It  was  planned  to  appor- 
tion the  carload  among  a  number  of  commission  merchants  in 
Chicago. 

The  lettuce  is  precooled  by  keeping  it  in  ice  water  for  two  hours, 
or  until  it  has  reached  the  same  temperature  as  the  water,  34°. 
It  is  then  packed  in  the  usual  manner  in  crates,  with  crushed  ice 
between  the  layers,  and  loaded  under  standard" refrigeration.  Those 
conducting  the  experiments  believe  that  the  lettuce  will  carry  as 
far  as  New  York  and  Boston  without  reicing,  and  that  it  will  hold 
up  much  better  after  being  unloaded  at  the  market,  It  is  planned 
to  ship  other  cars  precooled  in  the  same  manner,  but  without  bunker 
or  crate  ice,  using  only  20  blocks  (approximately  4,000  pounds)  of 
either  shaved  or  broken  ice  on  top  of  the  crates  in  the  car. 

These  experiments  will  be  watched  with  much  interest  by  lettuce 
shippers  and  dealers,  and  if  satisfactory  the  company  that  is  con- 
ducting them  plans  to  build  two  or  three  large  plants  in  the  Imperial 
Valley  with  sufficient  capacity  to  handle  all  shipments  of  lettuce 
and  cantaloupes. 
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Hay  Market  Steady — Receipts  Were  Light. 


Timothy  hay  prices  held  generally  firm  during  the  week  ending 
March  24.  Receipts  were  of  small  volume  in  the  principal  hay 
markets  east  of  the  Mississippi  River.  Bad  road  conditions  and 
scarcity  of  cars  retarded  movement.  Prices  held  fairly  firm  in 
practically  all  of  these  markets.  Recent  price  advances  on  alfalfa 
and  prairie  increased  receipts  in  the  markets  of  the  Southwest. 
This  larger  movement,  however,  tended  to  weaken  the  market  and 
prices  were  lowered  slightly  toward  the  close  of  the  week.  The 
movement  of  hay  to  the  various  markets,  together  with  the  total 
receipts  to  date,  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Mar. 
19-24, 
1923. 

Mar. 
12-17, 
1923. 

Mar. 
20-25, 
1922. 

Jan. 1- 

Mar.  24, 
1923. 

Jan. 1- 

Mar.  25, 

1922. 

Cars. 
146 
135 
51 
133 
128 
159 
120 
104 
149 
554 
135 

Cars. 
125 
227 

43 
75 
125 
245 
144 
153 
139 
428 
200 
76 

Cars. 

Cars. 
1,053 
1,755 
787 
1,491 
1,623 
2,542 
1,515 
2,045 
1,680 
5,988 
1,715 

Cars. 

ioi 

131 
128 
73 
120 
182 

1,724 

1  689 

1*566 

2,775 

1,510 

460 
149 
99 

5,724 

1,591 

Timothy. — Improved  transportation  conditions  resulted  in  larger 
receipts  at  Boston  and  a  lowering  in  values  of  about  25*  per  ton. 
Embargoes  were  still  in  force  on  several  lines,  but  the  supplies  were 
sufficient  for  all  demands  of  the  trade. 

NEW   YORK   CITY  MARKET   UNSETTLED. 

The  New  York  market  was  rather  irregular  and  unsettled .  Prices 
in  Brooklyn  and  outlying  points  were  very  firm,  but  were  quoted 
slightly  lower  at  warehouses  where  there  was  some  accumulation  of 
hay.  Demand  was  rather  limited  and  principally  for  the  better 
grades.  Ihe  Philadelphia  market  was  practically  unchanged  dur- 
ing the  week.  At  Pittsburgh  receipts  of  all  kinds  of  hay  were 
readily  absorbed  by  a  more  active  demand .  Prices  were  unchanged 
but  No.  2  timothy  and  lower  grades  were  taken  more  readily. 

The  scarcity  of  cars  in  the  Central  West,  together  with  bad  road 
conditions,  restricted  the  movement  of  hay  so  that  receipts  at  Cin- 
cinnati, Chicago,  and  St.  Louis  were  considerably  less  than  during 
the  previous  week.  There  was  an  active  demand  at  all  these  mar- 
kets, especially  for  the  better  grades  of  hay.  Prices  advanced 
about  $2  per  ton  at  St.  Louis  and  were  firm  but  unchanged  at  the 
other  two  markets.  At  Cincinnati  the  supply  was  not  sufficient  to 
take  care  of  both  the  local  and  shipping  demands.  Inquiries  from 
the  South  were  more  m-gent  and  were  principally  for  hay  for  imme- 
diate shipment.  Dealers  at  Chicago  reported  that  a  good  amount 
of  hay  was  in  transit  but  that  a  large  part  of  it  was  held  up  by  storms 
which  prevailed  in  that  section  during  the  week.  Country  load- 
ings for  that  market  were  also  reduced  by  the  bad  weather  con- 
ditions. 

Because  of  the  light  stocks  and  the  restricted  movement  of  hay 
from  the  distributing  territory  prices  were  advanced  50<!:-$l  per 
ton  at  the  principal  southern  markets.  The  demand  was  of  limited 
volume  but  rather  urgent  for  hay  which  was  immediately  available. 

ALFALFA   PRICES   WEAKEN  AT   KANSAS   CITY. 

Alfalfa. — The  firm  prices  which  have  prevailed^  Kansas  City 
recently  for  alfalfa  hay  caused  a  materially  increased  movement 
of  alfalfa  to  that  market  during  the  week.  Two  hundred  and 
thirty-three  cars  were  received,  compared  with  1 30  cars  during  the 
preceding  week.  There  was  a  fair  demand  for  this  hay,  particu- 
larly from  the  Cotton  Beit,  for  the  better  grades,  but  the  supply 
slightly  exceeded  the  requirements  of  the  trade  and  prices  were 
lowered  50$-$ 1  per  ton.  A  large  amount  of  the  alfalfa  arriving 
came  from  the  Northwestern  States  and  was  in  large  bales. 

At  Omaha  alfalfa  receipts  continued  light  with  a  good  demand 
for  better  hay  prevailing  throughout  the  week.  There  was,  how- 
ever, a  very  limited  demand  for  the  lower  grades.     Prices  were 


practically  unchanged.  The  market  at  Los  Angeles  strengthened 
materially  during  the  week,  No.  1  alfalfa  being  quoted  at  the  close 
at  an  advance  of  $2  over  the  prices  prevailing  at  the  close  of  the 
previous  week.  Receipts  were  not  so  large  as  recently  but  were 
of  fair  volume.  Dry  weather  was  causing  some  alarm  among 
farmers  and  prevented  free  selling. 

Prairie. — Prairie  prices  registered  few  changes.  There  was  a  fair 
demand  in  the  important  prairie  markets  which  absorbed  fairly 
well  the  current  receipts.  The  springlike  weather  in  the  South- 
west, however,  had  a  depressing  influence  on  the  market  for  this 
kind  of  hay.  Local  dealers  at  Kansas  City  who  had  been  carrying 
hay  in  country  barns  for  some  months  have  made  an  active  effort 
during  the  past  few  weeks  to  unload  their  holdings  at  the  firm 
prices  prevailing.  At  Kansas  City  the  stockyards  and  other  large 
commercial  buyers  had  practically  withdrawn  from  the  market 
having  filled  their  requirements  earlier. 


Feed  Markets  Remain  Dull  and  Unsettled. 


Rather  heavy  offerings,  especially  for  deferred  deliveries,  and 
a  very  slow  demand  from  the  interior  resulted  in  lower  prices  for 
most  feedstuffs  during  the  week  ending  March  24.  Movement  was 
restricted.  Because  of  the  cheaper  offers  of  feed  for  shipment  than 
of  feed  in  transit  or  on  spot  the  tendency  on  the  part  of  prospective 
buyers  was  to  hold  off  or  to  purchase  for  actual  requirements  only. 

Supplies  were  ample  for  current  needs  in  most  of  the  feed  con- 
suming territories.  Pacific  coast  markets  indicated  light  receipts 
which  were  readily  absorbed  at  firm  prices  because  of  the  extended 
drought  in  that  section.  The  Southeastern  States  reported  a  slack- 
ened feeding  demand  from  dairying  interests.  Production  of 
most  feeds  was  only  fair.  The  output  of  corn  feeds  continued  to 
be  of  substantial  volume  and  the  production  of  Unseed  feeds  was 
quite  heavy  resulting  in  a  break  ranging  $5-$7  per  ton. 

SOME   MILLS    STILL   BEHIND    ON   CONTRACTS. 

Wheat  mill  feeds. — Prices  for  wheat  mill  feeds  for  spot  stuff  and 
near-by  shipment  held  firm.  Quite  a  few  mills  were  still  behind 
in  the  filling  of  old  contracts,  especially  for  bran,  which  was  re- 
sponsible for  rather  light  offerings  of  transit  shipment  stuff  and 
which  tended  to  maintain  prices.  There  was  considerable  pres- 
sure, however,  to  sell  the  futures  and  because  of  the  apathetic 
interior  demand  these  offerings  were  made  at  material  discounts 
from  prevailing  prices.  May  bran,  for  instance,  was  quoted  in 
many  markets  at  $5  per  ton  under  prompt  shipment  prices  and 
although  heavy  wheat  feeds  for  deferred  deliveries  did  not  follow 
the  decline  to  the  same  extent  they  were  quoted  sharply  lower. 

The  movement  from  northwestern  mills  was  comparatively  light 
but  increased  shipping  was  noted  from  interior  southwestern  mills. 
The  latter  situation  caused  the  most  pronounced  weakness  that 
has  been  witnessed  in  the  Kansas  City  market  for  bran  and  shorts 
during  the  past  four  or  five  months.  Speculative  jobbers  and 
other  resellers  were  willing  to  discount  the  prospective  readjust- 
ment in  values  and  largely  on  this  account  the  market  declined  $2 
per  ton.  A  few  of  these  traders,  who  previously  had  bought  feed 
at  materially  below  current  prices,  quoted  at  slight  discounts 
under  the  general  market,  apparently  being  concerned  over  their 
ability  to  realize  on  their  paper  profits. 

The  South  and  Southeast  bought  fair  quantities  of  bran  and 
shorts  but  sales  to  the  Cotton  Belt  were  not  in  seasonal  volume, 
particularly  surprising  in  view  of  the  remarkable  level  of  cotton 
prices.  Soft  winter  wheat  feeds  were  in  better  supply  that  they 
have  been  for  some  time  according  to  reports  from  Cincinnati,  and 
Buffalo  dealers  reported  that  offerings  by  both  mills  and  resellers 
were  liberal  either  for  spot  or  for  prompt  shipment.  The  move- 
ment was  fair. 

COTTONSEED   FEED    SUPPLIES    FAIRLY    LIBERAL. 

Cottonseed  cake  and  meal. — The  cottonseed  cake  and  meal  market 
was  weak  under  fairly  liberal  supplies  and  an  inactive  demand. 
Although  the  latest  figures  published  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census 
indicated  that  stocks  at  mills  were  approximately  17,000  tons  less 
than  at  the  same  time  last  year,  the  fact  that  production  and  ship- 
ments from  mills  were  about  10%  greater  this  season  than  for  the 
preceding  one  easily  offset  this  important  market  factor.  Further- 
more it  is  noteworthy  that  the  demand  horn  the  Northwest  has  not 
been  so  heavy  as  during  former  years  because  of  increased  freight 
rates.  This  left  the  Northeast  and  European  countries  as  the 
principal  outlets  for  these  products  and  as  these  sources  appeared 
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fairly  well  supplied  and  a  substantial  demand  from  tobacco  growers 
and  fertilizer  manufacturers  has  as  yet  failed  to  materialize  the  situa- 
tion seemd  to  justify  the  decline  in  prices.  The  movement  was 
light.  Hulls  met  with  a  good  local  demand  at  firm  prices.  Stocks 
of  the  latter  feed  at  mills  were  about  equal  to  those  held  at  this  time 
last  year. 

Limeed  cake  and  meal. — Demand  for  linseed  cake  and  meal  was 
slow.  Offerings  were  quite  heavy.  Many  mills  appeared  to  be 
anxious  sellers  as  they  were  operating  on  nearly  capacity  basis 
in  order  to  meet  the  brisk  demand  for  oil  from  the  paint  industry. 
With  the  near  approach  of  the  pasturing  season  speculative  in- 
quiries were  almost  entirely  lacking  and  as  the  consumptive  de- 
mand was  not  equal  to  the  production,  prices  continued  their 
downward  trend.  Important  distributing  markets  indicated 
declines  of  $7-$9  per  ton  from  the  recent  high  figures.  The 
crushing  was  largely  of  Argentine  flax,  hence  offers  of  31% 
cake  and  meal  at  approximately  $1.50  below  the  34%  feed  price 
predominated.     Stocks  were  good  and  the  movement  heavy. 

GLUTEN   FEED   PRICES   UNCHANGED. 

Gluten  feed. — The  price  for  gluten  feedNwas  unchanged  and 
the  demand  according  to  the  largest  producers  was  good  for  quick 
shipment,  offerings  for  which  were  rather  scarce  in  western  mar- 
kets. In  eastern  markets,  Buffalo  in  particular,  offerings  were 
quite  liberal,  in  fact  spot  stuff  was  quoted  by  resellers  at  dis- 
counts. Gluten  meal  stocks  were  good  but  although  the  mai-gin 
between  meal  and  feed  prices  was  sharply  reduced  recently  in 
favor  of  meal  prices  the  demand  for  this  40  %  protein  feed  has  been 
only  fair.  Production  was  heavy  and  shipments  to  fill  old  contracts 
were  good. 


Hominy  feed. — The  hominy-feed  situation  was  very  dull.  The 
demand  was  light  and  of  a  scattered  nature.  Few  sales  of  more  than 
one  car  at  a  time  were  reported,  indicating  that  purchasers  were 
largely  for  immediate  requirements.  Production  was  good  and 
offerings  by  both  mills  and  resellers  very  liberal,  with  the  latter 
shading  their  prices  below  mill  quotations  in  order  to  move  their 
stocks.  Yellow  hominy  was  quoted  in  most  of  the  eastern  markets 
at  500  below  the  price  of  white  hominy,  while  in  Kansas  City, 
Omaha,  and  other  western  markets  both  were  quoted  at  the  same 
figure.     Stocks  and  the  movement  were  good. 

Alfalfa  meal. — The  demand  for  alfalfa  meal  was  of  a  scattered 
nature  and  for  carload  quantities  only.  Few  consignments  from 
mills  were  noted  in  the  large  receiving  markets  which,  no  doubt, 
accoun  ted  for  a  slightly  firmer  tendency.  Stocks  in  most  markets* 
were  good  and  available  through  resellers  at  about  $1  below  mill 
prices,  which  were  steady.  Production  and  stocks  at  mills  were 
fairly  heavy.  Inquiries  from  mixed-feed  manufacturers  were 
reported  as  light  and  trading  as  sluggish.     The  movement  was  fair. 


Ceylon  Tea  Industry  Had  Good  Year. 

The  Ceylon  tea  industry  had  a  prosperous  year  during  1922. 
Average  prices  obtained  were  the  highest  in  the  history  of  the 
industry,  and  total  exports  of  black  and  green  tea  during  1922  were 
171,392,249  pounds,  an  increase  of  9,000,000  pounds  over  the  1921 
exports.  Of  these  shipments  117,282,000  pounds  went  to  the 
United  Kingdom,  14,213,000  pounds  to  the  United  States,  and 
12,206,000  pounds  to  Australia.  Other  important  purchasers  were 
Canada,  South  Africa,  New  Zealand,  Egypt,  France,  and  India. 


Carload  Prices  of  Hay,  Straw,  and  Feed  at  Important  Markets,  March  24,  1923. 
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Timothy  and  clover: 

No.'l  timothy 

Per 

ton. 

3S2-..-J.-. 
23.25 

Per 
ton. 

3$27.50 
25.00 
25. 00 

Per 
ton. 

823.  00 
21.00 
22.00 

21.00 

Per 
ton. 
$21.  50 
18. 50 
19.50 

1 

Per    \   Per 

ton.       ton. 

$22.00  >$23.00 

19.  50     22.  00 

Per 

ton. 
$26.  00 
24.00 
25.00 

Per 
ton. 
S27.  00 
25.00 
25.50 

Per 

ton. 
$26.*) 

Per 

ton. 

$25.  00 
■22.  50 

Per 

ton. 

$24.  00 

22.50 

Per 
ton. 
$20.  00 
19.00 
19.00 

Per 
ton. 

$22.  50 
21.00 

Per 
ton. 

$23.  00 
19.00 
20.00 

17.00 

Per 

ton. 
$16.  50 
15.00 
14.50 

Per 

ton. 

$23.00 

Per 
ton. 

Per 
ton. 

$17.  50 
15. 75 
17.50 

Per 
ton. 

No.  1  light  clover  mixed. 
No.   1   medium  clover 

19.00 

22.50 
21.50 

26.00 

■22.50 

19.50 
18.00 

18.00 

25.50  1 ! 

18.00 
17.  50 

25.50 
22.00 
18.00 

<14.00 
*  14.00 

17.00 
16.75 

25.00 
22.75 
19.75 

15.00 
13.50 

17.00 

91.00 

*  16.00 

20.00 
29.00 

"is."  56' 

$20.  50 
18.50 
17.25 

15.50 
13. 50 
15.00 

Alfalfa: 

35.  00 

33. 00 
27.00 

.    .     . 

30.50 
29.  50 

27.  00 

31.00 
28.00 
25.00 

<  23.00 
< 20.00 
*  17.00 

<  17.00 
« 14.00 
< 12.00 

<  21.00 
*  18.00 
15.00 

15.50 
14.50 
11.50 

$22. 00 
20.00 

22.00 
20.00 

29.00 

Prairie: 

1 

Grain: 

25.00 

Straw. 

14.00 
15.00 
33.00 

14.00 
14.00 

15.00 
15.00 

12.50 
12.50 

10.00 
11.00 

7.00 

7.50 

7.50 
8.75 

7.75 
7.75 

'29.' 66' 

16.00 
27.00 

14.00 



13.50 

35.00 
35.00 
35.00 

35.00 

38.00 
38.00 



32. 00 
36.00 
35.50 

12.00 
30.25 

7.50 
27.75 

Feed  (bagged). 
Wheat  bran: 

37.00 

36.50 
36.75 
36.50 

36.25 

36.00 
38.00 

36.00 
37.00 

36.00 
38.  00 
36.00 

36.00 
38.00 

38.00 
38.  00 
37.50 

37.00 

38.00 
37.00 
39.00 
37.00 

'38.' 66" 

'42.66' 

39.  75 
39.75 

'33."  50' 
34.50 

....... I  36.50 

37.00  1  36.50 

32.00 
30.75 

29.66' 

28.50 
28.50 

38.00 

37.75 

36.75 
39.00 

32.  2."» 

27.50 

Whoat  middlings: 

Spring  (standard) 

35.50 
38.00 

34.00 
38.50 
38.50 

1 

40.50 

39.  00 
38.00 
38.00 

31.  50 
31.50 
30. 00 
30.00 

32.50 

33.00 
30.00 

39.00     38.00 

33.50 

37.50 

36.  75 



28.50 

35.00 

30.50 



High  protein  meals: 

Linseed  (34%) 

47.00 

52. 25 
48.40 

45.50 
51.50 
48.00 

47.00 

51.00 
47.50 

49.00 

50.  00 
47.50 

59.00 

46.00 
46.  50 
43.  50 

42.00 
48.50 
45.  50 

45.00 
48.50 
44.50 

44.00 

48.50 
51.25 

48.00 
50.50 

Cottonseed  (41%) 

50.  50 
46.75 

48.66 
47.  00 

43.00 
38. 50 

45.00 

Cottonseed  (36%) 

Pec.nut  (36%) 

46.75 

41.00 

44.00 

43.00 
42.00 
34. 00 
52.00 

34.00 
48.50 
35.00 
34.  .50 

29. 66 

28.00 

31.00 
45.55 
32.  50 
32.50 

28.00 

26.50 

24.50 

25.00 

30.00 

49.80 
35. 00 
34.50 

. 

'35.' 66' 

34.25 

48.75 
34.00 
33.50 

46.55 

46.55  !  42.65 
32.00  i  28.50 
31.25  i  27.50 
1  33.50 

33.50 
33.50 

37.00 
37.00 

30.  00 
29.00 

26.50 
26.50 

35.00 
35.00 
35.00 

Yellow  hominy  feed 

34.50 
47.00 

s  40. 00 

48.00 

50.00 

44.00 

1 

Hay  quotations  represent  average  of  cash  sales  at  these  markets. 


Hay  quotations  based  on  TJ.  S.  grades. 


8  Large  bales. 
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Conflicting  Factors  Kept  Butter  Markets  Unsettled. 


Conflicting  factors  placed  the  butter  market,  during  the  week 
ending  March  24,  in  so  nervous  and  sensitive  a  position  that  only  a 
slight  disturbance  would  have  been  necessary  to  have  caused  either 
a  sliarp  advance  or  a  rapid  decline.  On  the  one  side  was  sentiment 
which  resisted  every  advance  and  greatly  favored  declines.  In 
view  of  the  rapidly  approaching  season  of  flush  production  the  trade 
generally  felt  that  prices  were  too  high  and  all  trading  was  with  the 
greatest  caution.  Speculative  demand  was  almost  entirely  lacking, 
receivers  pressing  goods  for  sale  almost  on  arrival  and  buyers  pur- 
chasing only  for  orders  on  hand.  Each  operator  was  nervous  until 
he  had  disposed  of  purchases  or  receipts.  These  conditions  were 
conducive  to  weakness,  and  confidence  could  only  be  restored  by  a 
decline  in  prices. 

On  the  other  side,  receipts  were  light,  due  to  delayed  shipments 
and  possibly  to  a  decrease  in  the  make.  Stocks  on  all  markets  were 
generally  so  closely  cleaned  up  that  a  decline  was  almost  impossible. 
The  small  supplies  which  appeared  in  some  quarters  at  times  would 
no  more  than  seem  to  give  the  market  a  weaker  tone  when  they 
would  melt  away  again  under  an  urgent  demand  from  jobbers. 

The  market  showed  some  declines  and  some  advances,  depending 
on  whether  sentiment  or  light  supplies  exerted  the  stronger  influ- 
ence, but  by  the  close  of  the  week  no  indications  of  a  definite  trend 
appeared. 

Uncertainty  as  to  the  future  supply  of  butter  was  largely  respon- 
sible for  the  unsettled  condition  and  the  possibility  of  an  early 
increase  in  supplies  made  the  market  sentimentally  weak.  Some 
shipments  to  Chicago  were  delayed  from  two  to  five  days  by  the 

Wholesale  Prices  of  Butter  and  Cheese. 

Week  of  March  19-24,  1923,  with  Comparisons. 

Creamery  Butter. 

(92  score.) 


New 
York. 

Chicago. 

Philadel- 
phia. 

Boston. 

San  Fran- 
-ciseo. 

Cts.per  lb. 
50J 
51 
51 
50 
50 
50£ 

Cts.per  lb. 
50 
50f 
52 
514 
51 J 
51  h 

Cts.per  lb. 
51 
51* 
51 
51 
50 
50J 

Cts.per  lb. 
52 
52 
52 
52 
52 
52 

Cts.per  lb. 
42* 

42* 

42J 

42J 

42* 

42J 

Average: 

50.50 
49.42 
38.75 

51.21 
49.29 
38.67 

50.79 
49.75 
39.08 

52 

51.17 

40.17 

42.33 

,  Mar. 12-17,  1923 

41.62 
33.00 

American  Cheese. 
(No.  1  Fresh  Twins.) 


New 
York. 

Chicago. 

Boston. 

San  Fran- 
cisco.1 

Wiscon- 
sin. 

Cts.per  lb. 
25-26 
25-26 
25-26 
25-26 
25-26 
25 

Cts.per  lb. 
23-233 
23-232 
23-23J 
23-23? 
23-23J 
23-232 

Cts.per  lb. 
26-27 
26-27 
26-27 
26-27 
26-27 
26-27 

Cts.per  lb. 
23 
22| 
22J 
224. 
22 
22 

Cts.per  lb. 

22$ 

224 

22J 

Average: 

Mar.  19  24,  1923 

25.42 
25.58 
20.42 

23.38 
23.35 
19.38 

26.50" 
26.50 
21.58 

22.46 
22.54 
19.12 

22. 50 

22.75 

19.00 

i  Flats. 

Wholesale  Prices  of  Centralized  Butter  (90  Score)  at  Chicago. 
Week  of  March  19-24,  1923. 


Cts.  per  lb. 

Monday 494 

Tuesday 50 

Wednesday 504. 

Thursday 49| 


CtS.  per  lb. 

Friday 50 

Saturday 50 

Average 49.92 


recent  snowfall  and  the  probability  that  eastern  shipments  would 
show  delays  the  following  week  gave  the  market  in  New  York 
some  strength. 

However,  it  was  realized  that  the  period  of  delays  would  be  fol- 
lowed by  excessive  shipments  which  in  the  opinion  of  most  of  the 
trade  would  result  in  a  lower  level  of  prices.  Added  to  this  un- 
settling feature  was  the  fact  that  a  number  of  cars  of  California 
butter  were  purchased  by  dealers  in  Chicago  and  eastern  markets 
at  a  price  that  permitted  of  sale  below  the  price  of  corresponding 
grades  of  regular  receipts.  This  butter  found  fairly  ready  outlets 
in  Chicago  at  49£<j. 

Sales  of  New  Zealand  butter  in  Philadelphia  and  New  York 
were  reported  at  49e— 50<t,  and  Danish  at  New  York  at  49cp— 510. 
The  arrival  of  1,600  boxes  of  Aigentine  butter  at  New  York  probably 
had  little  immediate  influence.  Rumors  were  current  that  ap- 
proximately 15,000  boxes  of  the  New  Zealand  butter  recently 
brought  to  this  country  were  to  be  shipped  to  England  in  the  nea'r 
future. 


Cheese  Markets  Barely  Steady  During  Week. 


Lacking  the  same  degree  of  support  from  export  buyers  which 
featured  the  previous  week,  cheese  markets  relaxed  somewhat  dur- 
ing the  week  ending  March  24.  A  moderate  export  inquiry  con- 
tinued, but  less  actual  buying  was  done,  purchases  being  confined 
mostly  to  the  New  York  market  presumably  because  it  was  neces- 
sary to  have  supplies  readily  available  for  shipping.  Wisconsin 
dealers  did  not  share  at  all  in  this  business  during  the  week  under 
review,  exporters  being  apparently  out  of  theunarket  entirely  so 
far  as  purchases  in  Wisconsin  were  concerned.  At  New  York  it 
was  felt  that  considerable  quantities  might  still  be  purchased  by 
export  buyers  as  soon  as  goods  in  transit  had  arrived  and  as  soon  as 
it  had  become  more  definitely  established  as  to  how  completely 
this  demand  had  been  satisfied. 

From  the  standpoint  of  domestic  demand  the  markets  were  barely 
steady  at  the  close  of  the  week.  In  fact,  a  slight  weakness  was 
evident  at  New  York,  with  selling  prices  on  fresh  cheese  reduced 
on  some  of  the  leading  styles.  Even  during  the  time  when  export 
trade  was  most  active  the  undertone  of  the  market  indicated  that 
dealers  did  not  have  the  greatest  amount  of  confidence  in  the 
situation,  and  with  this  demand  curtailed  there  developed  a  feeling 
that  stocks  might  begin  to  back  up,  and  that  along  with  the  advent 
of  increased  spring  production  price  declines  might  be  looked  for. 
Dealers  showed  a  willingness  and  a  tendency  to  clear  their  floors  of 
fresh  goods  in  so  far  as  possible  in  an  effort  to  protect  themselves 
against  being  caught  with  a  surplus  on  hand. 


Movement  of  Dairy  Products  at  Five  Markets. 

Week  of  March  19-24,  1923,  with  Comparisons. 
[New  York,  Chicago,  Philadelphia,  Boston,  3nd  San  Francisco.] 


Butter. 


Receipts  for  week 

Receipts  since  Jan.  1 

Put  into  cold  storage 

AVithdrawn  from  cold  storage. 

Change  during  week 

Total  holdings 


Cheese. 


Receipts  for  week 

Receipts  since  Jan.  1 

Put  into  cold  storage 

Withdrawn  from  cold  storage. 

Change  during  week 

Total  holdings 


Dressed  Poultry. 


Receipts  for  week 

Receipts  since  Jan.  1 

Put  into  cold  storage 

AVithdrawn  from  cold  storage . 

Change  during  week 

Total"  hoi  dings 


Eggs. 


Receipts  for  week 

Receipts  since  Jan.  1 

Put  into  cold  storage 

AA'ithdrawn  from  cold  storage. 

Chan  ,'e  (luring  week 

Total  holdings 


Mar.  19-24,  Mar.  12-17,  Mar.  20-25, 
1923.      1923.      1922. 


Pounds. 

11,517,734 

128,149,719 

477,857 

2,005,027 

-1,527,170 

4,254,225 


3,122,437 

37,044,790 

300, S75 

848. S38 

-547,963 

6,003.420 


2,977,171 

81,140,213 

796.614 

4,038,683 
-3,242,069 
73.343,016 


Cases. 

605,024 

3,435,845 

36,299 

2,424 

+33.875 

53,151 


Pounds. 
10,190.651 
116,631.985 

2.321.S39 

1,026,170 
+  1,295,669 

5,781.395 


2.957,404 
33,922,353 
473,581 
1,357,952 
-884,371 
6,551,383 


4.1S0.S42 
78. 163. 042 
1.675,031 
3.349.420 
-1.674.3S9 
76,585,085 


Cases. 
467,683 
2,830,821 
11,833 

1,101 

+  10.732 
19,276 


Pounds. 

10.120.391 

117,112.336 

342.272 

2.293.036 

-1,950,764 

7,827,505 


3.205,489 

3-i.160.730 

4S0.5S7 

863,575 

-382,988 

3,871,214 


2.373,482 

48.421.829 

753,116 

3.S60.193 
-3.107,077 
53.609,266 


Cases. 

121,854 
3,330,705 

138.550 

4.549 

+  134,001 

244,303 


March  31, 192J 
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Seed  Sales  Continue  To  Be  Unusually  Slow. 


In  the  passing  of  another  dull  week,  with  little  or  no  sign  of  the 
anticipated  spring  rush  evident,  seedsmen  were  becoming  rather 
anxious  during  the  week  ending  March  24._  A  similar  situation 
confronted  seedsmen  a  year  ago  when  the  sowing  season  was  belated 
because  of  unfavorable  weather.  Two  years  ago,  however,  the  big 
demand  for  grass  and  clover  seed  was  met  during  the  first  half  of 
March  because  of  the  earliness  of  the  planting  season.  A  succession 
of  ideal  days  for  sowing  will  be  necessary  to  bolster  the  seed  market 
at  the  present  time. 

Clovers  and  alfalfa. — Red  clover  was  weaker  during  the  week  and 
prices  continued  to  drop  25<;  or  more  per  100  pounds  in  a  number  of 
markets.  Alsike,  crimson,  and  white  clover  prices  held  their 
own  while  sweet  clover  advanced  in  a  few  markets.  Alfalfa  demand 
was  fair  and  prices  remained  at  the  same  level  as  was  reached  a  few 
weeks  ago. 

CRIMSON  AND   WHITE   CLOVER   IMPORTED. 

Approximately  44,000  pounds  of  crimson  clover  from  France  and 
28,000  pounds  of  white  clover  from  Germany  and  Denmark,  subject 
to  the  seed  importation  act,  arrived  at  New  York. 

Grasses. — Timothy  demand  continued  to  be  good  but  prices  were 
not  quite  so  firm  as  last  week,  although  unchanged  in  a  majority  of 
markets.  There  was  little  or  no  export  demand  reported.  About 
118,000  pounds  of  timothy  from  New  York  and  65.000  pounds  from 
Baltimore  were  exported  to  Germany.     Redtop  prices  were  at  the 


point  of  breaking  because  of  slack  demand  in  central  and  southern 
States.  The  arrival  at  New  York  of  approximately  900,000  pounds 
of  orchard  grass  from  Denmark  weakened  the  position  of  orchard 
grass.  Prices  for  Kentucky  bluegrass,  meadow  fescue,  and  Ber- 
muda grass  were  unchanged  while  brome  grass  was  quoted  a  little 
higher  in  northwestern  markets. 

Miscellaneous. — Millet  and  sorgo  prices  were  the  same  as  a  week 
ago  in  most  markets  but  10d;— 15<t  per  100  pounds  lower  in  a  few 
markets  in  sympathy  with  the  lower  trend  of  prices  in  other  seeds. 
Sudan  grass  has  been  moving  slowly  at  prices  much  higher  than 
last  year.  Demand  for  seed  wheat,  oats,  and  barley  is  practically 
over  in  a  number  of  markets.     Seed  corn  demand  is  fair. 

Approximately  44,000  pounds  of  spring  vetch,  15,000  pounds  of 
rape,  and  130,000  pounds  of  sunflower  from  Germany  and  295,000 
pounds  of  canary  from  Argentina,  300,000  pounds  from  Holland, 
and  30,000  pounds  from  Italy  arrived  at  New  York  during  the 
week. 


Geographical  Preferences  in  Case  of  Cowpea  Seed. 

The  geographical  preference  for  varieties  is  an  important  factor 
in  the  commercial  distribution  of  cowpeas.  The  late-maturing, 
vine-producing  varieties,  such  as  Clay,  Iron,  and  Red  Ripper,  are 
preferred  in  the  Mississippi  Delta  and  the  Sugar  Belt^of  Louisiana, 
and  are  distributed  mostly  through  New  Orleans.  In  the  Northern 
and  Eastern  States  the  Whippoorwill,  New  Era,  and  other  early 
maturing  varieties  are  more  in  demand.  Some  of  the  principal 
wholesale  distributing  points  for  these  varieties  are  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
Louisville,  Ky.,  Baltimore,  Md.,  Richmond,  Va.,  and  Chattanooga, 
Nashville,  and  Memphis,  Tenn. 

The  Brabham,  Iron,  and  Victor  are  more  desirable  in  the  wilt- 
infected  areas  of  the  South  because  of  their  resistance  to  wilt  and 
root-knot,  and  to  a  great  extent  have  replaced  other  standard 
varieties  on  farms  where  these  diseases  prevail. 


Wholesale  Prices  of  Field  Seeds,  March  24,  1923. 

For  best  grades  of  seed  offered  by  seedsmen,  with  purity  and  germination  tests  approximately  as  indicated. 


Average  test. 


Pu- 
rity. 


Ger- 
mina- 
tion. 


New 
York. 


Balti- 
more. 


Rich- 
mond 


Buf- 
falo. 


To- 
ledo. 


Louis- 
ville. 


Chi- 
cago. 


Minne- 
apolis. 


St. 
Louis. 


Kan- 
sas 
City. 


Salt 
Lake 
City. 


Aver- 
age 
for 

U,S. 

Mar. 
24, 

1923. 


U.S. 
Mar. 
25, 

1022. 


Aver- 
age 

for 
U.S. 
Mar. 

26, 
1921. 


for 

U.S. 
Mar. 
27, 

1920. 


1923 
price 
as  per 
cent 
of  3- 
year 
aver- 
se. 


Clovers: 

Red  clover 

Alsike  clover 

White  clover 

Crimson  clover 

Sweet  clover 

Lespedeza 

Alfalfa 

Grasses: 

Timothy 

Redtop 

Kentucky  bluegrass . 

Orchard  grass 

Bermuda  grass 

Meadow  fescue 

Bromus  biennis 

Millets: 

Golden  millet 

Common  millet 

Siberian  millet 

Hungarian  millet 

Japanese  millet 

Broom-corn  millet. . . 
Sorgos  (''cane"): 

Amber  sorgo 

Orange  sorgo 

Grain  sorghums: 

Kafir 

Milo 

Sudan  grass 

Rape 

Vetches: 

Hairy  vetch 

Common  vetch 

Peas: 

Canada  field  peas 

Cowpeas 

Soy  beans 


Seed  trains: 

Seed  corn 

Seed  wheat 

Seed  oats 

Seed  barley 

Seed  rye 

Seed  buckwheat. 


Per 

cent. 
99.4 

96!  2 


93.2 
83 

86.9 
91.5 

97.8 
87.7 


98.0 
97.9 
97.5 


Per 

cent. 
92 
91 


Per       Per 
100  lbs.  WO  lbs 


97'.  s 


s_»  i.(H) 
16.50 
00.00 
16.  00 
11.50 


19.00 

7.50 

19.00 
25.50 
12.75 
20.00 
10.00 


821.00 
16.50 
60.  00 
16. 00 
11.50 
20.  00 
20.00 

7.10 
19.50 
20.  00 
13. 00 
22.00 
11.00 


5.00 
4.50 


10.00 
5.50 


Per 

100  lbs 

822.  00 
17.00 
60.  00 
16.00 
13. 00 
23.  00 
20.00 

7.30 

20.(10 
26.00 
13.00 
25.00 
13.50 


Per 

100  lbs. 
822.  00 
17.50 

00.00 


Per 

100  lbs 

$20.  05 
17.50 
62.  00 


Per 

100  lbs 
$21.00 
17.00 
60.00 


12.25 

21.' 50 

7.35 
19.75 
25.50 
13.75 


13.00 


21.25 

7.55 

22.  00 
20.  00 
14.00 


12.50 
19.50 
19.50 

7.00 

18.00 
24.00 
13.00 
20. 00 


Per 

100  lbs 
$20.25 
16.50 
55. 00 
18.00 
11.85 


Per 

100  lbs. 

.$22.  00 
17.50 

00.00 


11.00 


20.00 

7.10 
18.50 
2.3.  00 
13.25 
21.00 
10.00 


13.00 
20*56' 


21.00 
27.  00 
16.50 


4.25 
3.75 


3.75 
3.00 


5.50 
5.75 


3.S5 
3.40 
3.50 
3.00 
2.75 
3.50 

4.25 

5.25 


■1.00 
3.25 
4.25 
3.75 
2.75 
3.00 


Per 

100  lbs. 

S21.00 
17.50 
58.  00 
19.  00 
12.50 
20.00 
19.00 

7.15 

19.50 
25.  00 
13.00 
19.00 
10.00 
12.50 

4.50 
3.00 
3.75 


Per 

100  lbs 
$22.50 
19.00 

0(1.00 


13.00 
19."  50' 

7.50 

22.00 
25.00 
14.00 
20.00 
10. 00 
15. 00 

3.50 
3.25 
3.50 


Per 

100  lbs, 
S23. 00 
19.00 
56.00 
20.00 
14.00 


Per 

100  lbs. 
$21.00 
17.50 

58.00 


20.00 

7.75 
21.75 

25.  00 
16.00 


3.75 
3.25 
3.75 


15.00 
6.00 

17.00 
5.00 

4.75 
4.25 
4.00 


3.50 
3.50 

10.  00 


3.50 
3.50 
14.00 
7.00 


18.00 
6.00 


5.50 
4.50 
3.80 

Per  bu 

SI.  70 


SO.  75 
1.10 
1.15 

1.25 


Pcrbu. 
$1.50 
1.90 
.80 
1.20 
1.80 


18.  .30 
8.00 


Per  bu. 

'S2.~66' 


Pcrbu 
SI.  75 


5.25 
4.25 
4.50 

Per  bu 
81. 25 
1.70 
.60 
.85 
1.60 
1.30 


3.00 
3.65 

4.50 
5.00 

2.40 
2.65 
13.50 
7.00 


6.00 
4.75 
4.50 


2.50 
3.50 

4.25 
4.50 

2.00 
2.15 
13.50 
7.00 


4.00 
5.00 


3.25 
2.75 
15.00 
8.00 

19.00 
9.00 


Pcrbu 
82.25 
1.75 


l'<r  bit 
SI.  25 
1.60 
.SO 
1.00 
1.25 
1.35 


Pirbu 
SI.  50 
1.50 
.80 
1.25 
1.10 
1.50 


Pcrbu 
$1.55 
1.80 


12.50 


Per 

100  lbs 
821.45 
17. 40 
59.10 
17.  50 

2(7(10 
19.10 

7.30 

20.10 
25.75 
13.85 
21.00 
10.  85 
12.20 

4.25 
3.50 
3.75 
3.55 
3.10 
3.75 


5.25 

2.95 
2.90 
14.35 
7.05 


5.45 
4.25 
4.30 

Pcrbu 
SI.  CO 


1 .  40 
1.40 


Per 

100  lbs 
S25. 15 
19.65 
40.10 
11.35 
9.15 
18.70 
19.15 

7.25 
24.45 
52.40 
18.85 
25.90 
19.40 
11.35 

2.55 
2.25 
2.25 
3.05 
4.35 
2.55 


2.35 
2.45 
4.30 
7.75 


5.  CO 
4.00 
3.80 

Pcrbu 
$1.40 


Per 

100  lbs. 
120.  80 
24.60 
61.00 
7.65 
10. 85 
27.35 
18.85 

7.00 
15.10 

28.  50 
15.10 


Per. 

100  lbs. 
157.  70 
59.  00 
02.  65 
12.40 
35.50 
32.00 
41.40 

13.85 

19. 85 
30.30 

25.  85 


3.10 
2.35 
1.95 
3.70 
6.90 
2.00 


3.70 
8.40 


4.30 

4.80 
6.00 

Per  bu 
$1.90 
2.45 
.75 
1.35 
2.05 
1.65 


5.95 
4.05 
3.90 
8.10 
13.  40 
3.70 


13.70 
11.55 

29.95 
10.25 

5.95 
10.  CO 

9.35 

Pcrbu 
$3.10 
3.75 
1.30 
2.10 
2.35 
2.00 


Per 

cent. 
62 
51 
108 

167 
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Cotton        — 


Prices  Decline  Sharply — Spot  Demand  Small. 


Cotton  prices  registered  a  continuous  decline  during  the  entire 
week  ending  March  24,  the  downward  movement  culminating  in  a 
drop  on  March  24  of  %$  per  pound  in  the  average  of  the  quotations  of 
10  designated  spot  markets  and  in  a  loss  of  73  points  in  May  future 
contracts  on  the  New  York  Cotton  Exchange. 

The  decline  was  reported  to  have  been  caused  largely  by  the  lack 
of  demand  for  raw  cotton.  Offerings  in  the  spot  markets,  however, 
were  reported  to  be  light  and  the  volume  of  sales  in  10  designated 
markets  during  the  week  was  smaller  than  for  any  previous  week  this 
season.  Another  factor  stated  to  have  had  a  bearing  on  the  price 
movement  was  the  possibility  of  labor  disputes  in  the  near  future 
in  the  New  England  mills,  which  might  grow  out  of-the  demand  of 
operatives  for  increased  wages. 

Reports  from  the  South  were  to  the  effect  that  the  recent  cold  and 
rainy  weather  had  delayed  farm  work  in  some  sections,  but  the  fact 
that  the  cold  weather  might  act  as  a  check  on  the  boll  weevil  was 
not  overlooked.  On  account  of  the  unusual  supply  situation  the 
market  probably  will  continue  to  be  very  sensitive  to  reports  con- 
cerning the  growing  crop  as  the  season  progresses. 

The  average  quoted  price  of  Middling  cotton  in  10  designated  spot 
markets  on  March  24  was  29.360  per  pound  compared  with  30.870 
at  the  close  of  the  previous  week  and  16.890  on  the  corresponding 
day  in  1922.  May  future  contracts  on  the  New  York  Cotton  Ex- 
change declined  188  points,  closing  at  29.370- 

May  futures  on  the  New  Orleans  Cotton  Exchange  declined  241 
points,  closing  at  28.300. 

On  March  20  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  reported  that  the  ginnings 
of  the  1922  crop  were  9,729,048  running  bales,  counting  round  as 
half  bales,  compared  with  7,977,778  bales  in  1921  and  13,270,970 
in  1920. 

On  March  21  the  Department  of  Commerce  announced  that 
37,276,302  cotton-spinning  spindles  were  in  place  in  the  United 
States  on  February  28,  of  which  35,307,707  were  operated  at  some 
time  during  the  month,  compared  with  35,240,853  for  January  and 
33,755,359  ior  February,  1922.  The  aggregate  number  of  active 
spindle  hours  reported  for  the  month  was  8,449,376,685,  compared 


with  9,266,299,904  for  January,  and  7,119,576,600  for  February, 
1922.  Based  on  an  activity  of  23f  days  and  8.74  hours  per  day  the 
average  number  of  spindles  operated  during  February  was  40,- 
847,845,  or  at  109.6%  capacity  on  a  single-shift  basis.  The  average 
number  of  spindles  operated  during  January  was  40,008,203  and 
during  February,  1922,  was  34,594,370. 


Closing  Future  Prices  on  the  Future  Exchanges. 

March  24,  1923,  with  Comparisons. 


New  York. 

New  Orleans. 

Month. 

Mar. 

24, 
1923. 

Mar. 
25, 
1922. 

Mar. 
24, 
1921. 

Mar. 

27, 
1920. 

Mar. 
22, 
1919. 

Mar. 
24, 
1923. 

Mar. 
25, 
1922. 

Mar. 
24, 
1921. 

Mar. 
27, 
1920. 

Mar. 
22, 
1S19. 

May v^-.. 

Cts. 

29.37 
28.  50 
24. 9S 
24.41 
24.11 

Cts. 
17.67 
17.15 
16.79 
16.69 
16.58 

Cts. 

12.42 
12.84 
13.30 
13.57 
13.65 

Cts. 

38.47 
35.72 
32.14 
31.32 
30.  6S 

Cts. 

24.72 
22.84 
21.12 
20.78 
20.62 

Cts. 

2s.  30 
28. 15 
24.  35 
23.92 
23.75 

Cts. 
16.45 

Cts. 

11.95 

Cts. 

38.02 
35.34 
32.04 
31.25 
30.55 

Cts. 

July 

16.  331  12.35 
15.98   12.79 
15.85J  12.98 

December 

20.36 

Daily  Closing  Quotations  for  Middling  Spot  Cotton  at  10  Desig- 
nated Spot  Markets. 


Mar.  19-24,  1923. 

Mar.  20-25,  1922. 

Market. 

Mon. 

Tue. 

Wed 

Thu. 

Fri. 

Sat.  Mon. 
1 

Tue. 

Wed 

Thu. 

Fri. 

Sat. 

Cts. 

Cts. 

Cts. 

Cts\  Cts. 

Cts)  Cts. 

Cts. 

Cts. 

Cts 

Cts 

at* 

Norfolk 

30.63 

30.  .Ml 

30.  00  30.  00  29.  75 

29. 00  17. 38 

17  38 

17.25jl7.00 

17  00 

17  00 

Augusta 

30. 63  3D.  50 

29.  sn  30.  06  29.  75 

29. 13  17.  OC 

17.00 

17. 0016.  SS 

if;  s> 

16  88 

Savannah 

30. 72130. 65 

30.  05  30. 15  29. 60 

29. 00  17.  38 

17.38 

17.  38 17. 25 

17  25 

17.13 

Montgomery 

30.  50j30. 25 

29.  75  29.  75  29.  38 

29. 00  16. 63 

16.  63 

16.  50116.  38 

16.3S 

16.  38 

New  Orleans 

31.00,30.88 

30.  50  30.  25  30.  25 

29.  75  16. 75 

16.75 

16. 63  16.  50 

16.50 

16.50 

Memphis 

31.00  31.00 

31.00  30.75  30.50 

30.5017.25 

17.2517.25(17.00 

17,00 

17.00 

Little  Rock 

30.  50.30.  50 

30.  25  30. 25  30.  00 

29.  75  17.  0C 

17. 00  16.  75116.  75 

16  75 

16  75 

Dallas 

30.  50  30.  50 

29. 80  29. 90  29.  45  28.  75  16.  9C 

17. 00116.  9016.  75 

16  75 

16. 75 

Houston 

31.2031.10 

30.  50  30.  60  30. 15.29.  40  17. 4G 

17. 50|17. 40*7.25 

17  ?5 

17.  25 

Galveston 

31. 15,31. 05 

30.  45J30.  55  30. 10  29.  35  17.  50 

17.  55  17.  45  17.  25 

17.25 

17.  25 

Average 

30.  78 

30.69 

30.22  30.23  29.89 

29. 36  17. 12 

i 

17. 14117. 05  16. 90 

16.90 

16.89 

Spot  Cotton  Quotations  for  March  24  and  Sales  During  Week  of  March  19-24,  1923. 

Price  of  Middling  spot  cotton  for  March  24,  the  commercial  differences  in  price  between  Middling  and  other  grades  of  American  Upland  cotton  at  each  of  the  10  markets 
named,  and  average  differences  and  prices  for  the  corresponding  day  in  previous  years,  together  with  the  total  number  of  bales  sold  during  the  week  of  March  19-24,  1923, 
in  each  of  the  markets,  and  total  for  all  the  markets,  with  comparisons,  as  reported  by  the  cotton  exchanges. 


White  Standards: 

Middling  Fair 

Strict  Good  Middlin; 

Good  Middling 

Strict  Middling 

Middling 

Strict  Low  Middling 

Low  Middling 

Strict  Good  Ordinary 2 

Good  Ordinary  2 

Yellow  Tinged: 

Good  Middling 

Strict  Middling 

Middling2 

Strict  Low  Middling 

Low  Middling 2 

Yellow  Stained: 

Good  Middling 

Strict  Middling2.... 

Middling2 

Blue  Gained: 

Good  Middling2 

Strict  Middling2.... 

Middling2 

Sales  for  week,  bales 


Nor- 
folk. 


On.i 

100 

■  75 

50 

25 

29.00 

Ojf.i 
25 
50 
100 
125 

Even. 
25 
50 
100 
125 

50 
100 
125 

'  75 
100 
125 
407 


63 
50 

25 
29.13 

Off. 
25 
63 
100 


Even. 
50 
100 
150 


Savan- 
nah. 


On. 

57 
44 
31 
19 
29.00 

Off. 
25 
63 
113 

163 

Even. 
50 
100 
150 


Mont- 
gom- 
ery. 


On. 
100 
75 
50 
25 

29.00 

Off 
25 
50 
100 
150 

Even. 
25 
75 
125 

175 

50 
100 
150 

75 
125 
175 


Mem- 
phis. 


On. 

100 
75 
50 
25 
30.50 

Off. 
25 
75 
125 
200 

Even. 
25 
100 
125 

75 
100 
150 

100 

125 

150 

1,500 


Little 
Rock. 


On. 

100 
75 
50 
25 
29.75 

Off. 

25 
75 
125 
175 

Even. 
25 
100 
150 

200 

75 
125 

175 

100 
125 
150 


On. 

100 
75 


28.75 

Off. 
25 
63 
125 
175 


Hous- 
ton. 


On. 

100 
75 
50 
25 
29.40 

Off. 
35 
75 
125 
200 

Even. 
50 
100 
150 
200 

75 
150 
200 

100 

150 

200 

1,490 


Gal- 
veston. 


On. 
90 
65 

40 

25 

29.35 

Off. 
35 
75 
125 
175 

Even. 
50 
100 
150 

200 

75 
150 

200 


3,170 


New 
Or- 
leans. 


On. 
100 
75 

50 

25 

29.75 

Off 
25 

75 
125 
200 

Even. 
25 
100 
125 
175 

75 
150 
175 

100 
125 
150 

2,370 


Average- 


Mar.  24,  Mar.  25,  Mar.  24.  Mar.  27,  Mar.  22,  Mar.  23,  Mar.  24, 
1922.        1921.        1920.        1919.        1918.        1917. 


On. 
91 
68 

47 

26 

29.35 

Off. 
27 
66 

116 
170 

Even. 
38 


133 
173 

10,829 


On. 

198 
151 


Off. 
66 
161 
261 


54,  00S 


Off. 
135 
270 


On. 
343 
273 
210 
113 

40.93 

Off. 
268 
715 

1,003 
1,270 


835 

46, 930 


On. 
209 
163 
120 
64 

26.58 

Off. 

19S 

518 

838 

1,048 

198 
287 
453 


S45 

43, 658 


On. 
132 
101 
71 
37 
33.56 

Off. 

52 
135 
211 

287 


106 
147 

81 

118 

165 

378, 239 


On. 
79 
57 
38 
19 
18.98 

Off. 
27 
63 
105 

148 

Even. 
20 
42 


49 

70 
95 

51 
81 
112 

'72,572 


1  The  differences  are  stated  in  terms  of  points  or  hundredths  of  a  cent  per  pound.    By  "  On"  is  meant  that  the  stated  number  of  points  is  to  be  added  to  the  price  of 
Middling  and  by  "  Off"  is  meant  that  the  stated  number  of  points  is  to  be  subtracted  from  the  price  of  Middling. 

2  These  grades  are  not  tenderable  on  future  contracts  made  subject  to  section  5  of  the  United  States  cotton  futures  act,  as  amended,  on  the  future  exchanges  at  New 
York  and  New  Orleans. 

3  Total  sales.    Sales  from  Aug.  1,  1922,  to  Mar.  24,  1923,  amounted  to  3,294,369  bales,  compared  with  2,520,338  bales  during  the  corresponding  period  in  1921-22;  the 
average  of  sales  for  the  corresponding  period  of  three  seasons  beginning  Aug.  1,  1920,  was  2,672,476  bales. 


March  31, 1923. 
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Premium  Sfaple  Cotton. 

A  fair  demand  for  premium  staple  cotton  was  reported  at  both 
New  Orleans  and  Memphis  during  the  week  of  March  19-24.  Some 
of  the  sales  reported  in  these  two  markets  during  the  week  were 
as  follows: 

New  Orleans:  Cents. 

Strict  Low  Middling,  1  in 30$ 

Middling,  1  in 31£ 

Middling,  l^toljms 31 

Strict  Middling  to  Good  Middling,  l^toljins 31$ 

Middling,  1 J  ins 32 

Middling  to  Strict  Middling,  lltolAius 31$ 

Strict  Middling,  l^ins 32 

Memphis: 

Strict  Low  Middling,  l^V  ins 30$ 

Strict  Middling,  full  1TV  ms 32 

Low  Middling  to  Strict  Low  Middling,  1 J  ins 30$ 

Strict  Middling,  ljins 33 

Strict  Middling,  1^  ins , 34 

Low  Middling  to  Strict  LowTVIiddling,  ljins 32 

Strict  Middling,  full  li  to -lA  Uis 36$ 

Average  Premiums  for  Staple  Lengths  of  the  Grade  of  Middling 
March  24,  with  Comparisons. 


New  Orleans. 

Memphis. 

Mar.  24, 
1923. 

Mar.  25, 
1922. 

Mar.  24, 
1921. 

Mar.  24, 
1923. 

Mar.  25, 
1922. 

Mar.  24, 
1921. 

Middling  Short  Staple.... 

Length. 

Cents. 
29.75 

Points. 
50 
100 
150 
225 
300 
400 

Cents. 
16.50 

Points. 
150 
375 
550 
800 

Cents. 
11.50 

Points. 
100 
300 
600 

Cents. 
30.50 

Points. 
50 
150 
200 
350 

Cents. 
17.00 

Points. 

150 

400 

700 

1,000 

Cents. 
11.5a 

Points. 
50 

350 

650 

750 

Quotations  reported  on  March  23  for  Pima  American-Egyptian 
cotton  f .  o.  b.  New  England  mill  points  were  as  follows:  No.  1  grade, 
39$  per  lb.;  No.  2,  38$.  A  year  ago  Pima  cotton  on  the  same  terms 
was  quoted  at  32J;$  per  lb.  for  No.  2  grade,  and  30-J-$  for  grade  No.  3. 

During  the  period  August  1,  1922,  to  February  28,  1923,  the 
exports  of  cotton  from  the  United  States  included  644,315  bales 
having  a  staple  length  of  1£  inches  or  more. 

It  is  reported  that  exports  of  Egyptian  cotton  from  Alexandria, 
Egypt,  from  August  1,  1922,  to  February  21,  1923,  amounted  to 
665,255  bales  of  approximately  750  pounds  each,  compared  with 
478,601  bales  during  the  corresponding  period  in  1921-22  and  226,857 
bales  in  1920-21 .  Shipments  to  the  United  States  during  the  period 
were  180,048  bales  in  1922-23,  135,264  bales  in  1921-22,  and  23,475 
bales  in  1920-21. 


Stocks  of  Government-Classed  Cotton  at  Future  Markets. 

Inspected  cotton,  Government-classed,  reported  in  warehouses 
at  the  ports  of  New  York  and  New  Orleans,  of  the  grades  tender- 
able  on  future  contracts  made  on  the  exchanges  in  these  markets 
subject  to  section  5  of  the  United  States  cotton  futures  act  as 
amended,  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 


New  York. 

New  Orleans. 

Grade. 

Mar.  24, 
1921. 

Mar.  24, 
1922. 

Mar.  23, 
1923. 

Mar.  24, 
1921. 

Mar.  24, 
1922. 

Mar.  23, 
1923. 

Bales. 

Bales. 

2 

426 

4,792 

14, 117 

24,803 

18,695 

4,6.56 

2,767 

2,594 

13 

Bales. 

7 

2,318 

20,457 

14, 056 

5,385 

1,280 

141 

723 

203 

2 

Bales. 

2 

41 

281 

3,630 

8,351 

8,830 

2,316 

1,606 

1,518 

3 

Bales. 

Bales. 

Strict  Good  Middling 

65 
1,852 
12,  707 
42, 701 
37,542 
8,205 
3,555 
2,644 
32 

165 
1,603 
5,575 
10,412 
5,187 
1,577 
1,116 
1,159 
4 

93 

Strict  Middling 

7,506 
2,870 

1,039 

52 

Good  Middling  Yellow  Tinged. . 
Strict  Middling  Yellow  Tinged. 
Good  Middling  Yellow  Stained. 

400 

213 

3 

Total 

109,303 

72,865 

44,572 

26,578 

26,798 

Total  stocks  of  cotton,  all  lands,  reported  on  March  23,  at  the 
>ort  of  New  York  were  55,296  bales;  on  March  24,  1922,  94,691 
>ales;  on  March  24,  1921,  128,209  bales;  at  the  port  of  New  Orleans 


on  March  23,  169,038  bales;  on  March  24,  1922,  233,555  bales;  and 
on  March  24,  1921,  407,474  bales. 


Receipts  at  10  Designated  Spot  Markets,  August  1,   1922-March 
23,  1923,  and  Stocks  on  March  23,  1923,  with  Comparisons. 

[Compiled  from  commercial  reports.] 


5-year 

Aug.  1, 
1920- 

Aug.  1, 
1921- 

Aug.  1, 
1922- 

aver- 
age, 
Aug.  1- 
Mar. 
24, 
1917- 
18  to 
1921- 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

5-year 
aver- 
age, 

Market . 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

25, 

24, 

23, 

Mar. 

25, 

24, 

23, 

1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

23, 

1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

1918- 
1922. 

22. 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

bales. 

bales. 

bales. 

bales. 

bales. 

bales. 

bales. 

bales. 

Norfolk 

205 
298 

47 
1,106 
739 
161 
38 
2,255 

275 
293 
•552 
44 
868 
754 
162 
158 
2,241 

254 

269 

358 

55 

1,159 

1,009 

168 

58 

2,611 

257 
363 
759 
53 
1,078 
838 
169 
93 

92 
148 
156 

32 
407 
373 

65 

17 
348 

125 
119 
125 
26 
234 
187 
58 
37 
241 

78 
45 
51 
9 
169 

35 

6 
145 

102 

143 

181 

21 

383 

321 

Little  Rock 

53 

Dallas 

21 

Houston 

267 

2,238 

2,040 

2,199 

1,790 

269 

307 

193 

293 

Total 

7,556 

7,387 

8,140 

7,299 

1,907 

1,459 

829 

1,785 

Cotton  Movement,  August  1,   1922-March  23,   1923,  and  Stocks, 
March  23,  1923,  with  Comparisons. 

[Compiled  from  commercial  reports.] 


Port  receipts 

Port  stocks 

Interior  receipts 

Interior  stocks 

Into  sight 

Northern  spinners' 
takings 

Southern  spinners' 
takings 

World's  visible  sup- 
ply of  American 
cotton 


Aug.  1, 
1913- 
Mar. 
20, 
1914. 


1,000 
bales. 
9,400 

863 
6,788 

681 

I  2,025 
2,454 


Aug.  1, 
1918- 
Mar. 
21, 
1919. 


1,000 
bales. 
3,980 
1,301 
5,000 
1,523 


Aug.  1 

•1919- 

Mar. 

26, 

1920. 


1,000 
bales. 
5,824 
1,259 
6,019 
1,214 


2,250 


.Vug.l, 
1920- 
Mar. 
25, 
1921. 


1,000 
bales. 
4,715 
1,371 

1J667 
8,316 

1,307 


Aug.  1, 
1921- 
Mar. 
24, 
1922. 


Aug.  1 
1922- 
Mar. 
23, 


1,000 
bales. 
4,511 
1,035 
6,040 
1,230 
8,057 

1,731 


1,000 
bales. 
5,095 

663 
6,768 

776 
8,932 

1,875 

3,556 


5-year 
aver- 
age, 
Aug.  1- 
Mar.  23, 
1917-18 

to 
1921-22. 


1,000 
bales. 
4,770 
1,304 
5,878 
1,382 
8,863 

1,701 


cent 
this 
year 
is  of 
5-year 
aver- 
age. 


P.ct. 
106.8 

50.8 
115.1 

56.2 
100.8 


Exports  of  American  Cotton,  August  1,  1922-March  23,  1923,  with 
Comparisons. 

[Compiled  from  Government  and  commercial  reports.] 


Great  Britain . . 

France 

Germany 

Italy 

Japan 

China 

Spain 

Belgium 

Canada1 

Other  countries 

Total.... 


Aug.  1, 
1913-- 

Mar.  20, 
1914. 


Aug.  1, 
1919- 

Mar.  26, 
1920. 


Bales.       Bales. 
2,906,110  2,623,624 


995, 938| 
2, 407, 443 
370,375 
313, 676 
838! 
218, 1461 
149, 553 
107, 987 
212, 603 


4S8,14n 
259, 551 
397, 103 
593, 826 
5,045 
138, 437 
138,729 
129, 163 
396, 176 


Aug.  1, 
1920- 

Mar.  25, 
1921. 


Bales. 
1,227,080 
427,927 
811, 609 
395, 609 
271, 277 
8,404 
197, 649 
156, 065 
106, 729 
190,  249 


Aug.  1, 
1921- 

Mar.  24, 
1922. 


Aug.  1, 
1922- 

Mar.  23, 
1923. 


Bales. 
,  068, 392 
518,  784 
977, 161 
274, 342 
085,074 
72,666 
215,  582 
125,221 
118, 502 
159, 309 


4-year 


Aug.  1- 
Mar.  23, 
1918-19 


Bales. 
,211,5221 
526,642'  ' 
719,422, 
390, 047; 
425, 454! 
15,050! 
196, 859, 
146,626 
141, 388 
181,545! 


Bales. 

,613,081 
494, 596 
512,080 
3.54, 159 
504, 339 
22,729 
197, 005 
109, 837 
123,499 
218, 579 


)  5, 169, 794  3, 792, 578  4,  215, 033  3, 954, 555  4, 149, 904 


Per  cent 

this 

year 

is  of 
4-year 
average. 


P.ct. 
75.1 
106.5 
140.5 
110.1 
84.4 
66.2 

133/5 
114.5 
83.1 


95.3 


1  Exports  to  Canada  are  for  Aug.  1  to  Feb.  28. 

Exports  for  the  week  ending  March  23  amounted  to  44,078  bales, 
compared"  with  98,962  bales  the  previous  week,  98,592  bales  for 
the  corresponding  week  in  1922,  and  133,710  bales  for  the  week 
ending  March  20,  1914. 
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Index  Numbers  of  Price  and  Buying  Power  of  Farm  Products. 

[1913=100.] 


Year  and  month. 


1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1922 

February 

March. 

April 

May : 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

1923 

January 

February 


Price  at  the  farm. 


Crops, 
15th  of 
month. 


Live 

stock, 
15th  of 
month- 


Crops  and 
live  stock 
com- 
bined 


Whole- 
sale price 

of  com- 
modities.1 


Purchas- 
ing power 

of  farm 
products.2 


1  Excluding  farm  products  and  food.       2  Expressed  in  terms  of  other  products. 


Acreage  Reports  for  Certain  Truck  Crops. 


Potatoes  have  been  and  will  be  planted  commercially  on  about 
260,380  acres  in  the  early  and  intermediate  States,  according  to  a 
recent  forecast  by  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture.  This 
acreage  is  about  one-fourth  smaller  than  the  exceptionally  large 
acreage  of  1922,  and  is  smaller  than  the  planted  acreage  of  this 
crop  in  these  two  groups  of  States  in  any  year  since  1919. 

In  the  early  States  the  acreage  of  the  early  crop  is  forecast  at 
172,830  acres,  or  77%  of  1922.  In  the  intermediate  States  a  fore- 
cast of  87,550  acres  is  made,  or  76%  of  the  similar  acreage  in  1922. 

Virginia  has  nearly  one-half  of  the  commercial  acreage  of  the 
early  States,  or  a  forecast  of  78,560  acres.  California  is  second  in 
order  with  22,960  acres,  followed  by  Florida  with  18,990  acres, 
South  Carolina  with  14,760  acres,  and  North  Carolina  with  14,060 
acres. 

EARLY  TOMATO    ACREAGE    SLIGHTLY  LARGER. 

The  commercial  early  tomato  crop  has  a  forecast  of  68,600  acres 
in  six  early  States,  among  which  Florida  has  36,840  acres  and 
Mississippi  12,260  acres.  In  these  six  States  the  acreage  of  this 
crop  is  3%  above  last  year  and  much  above  the  acreages  of  the 
three  preceding  years. 

Reports  for  the  Imperial  Valley  in  California,  for  Florida,  and 
for  the  Lower  Valley  of  the  Rio  Grande  in  Texas  indicate  31,570 
acres  in  the  commercial  early  cantaloupe  crop,  or  slightly  less 
than  the  acreage  of  1922  in  the  same  regions,  but  much  more  than 
during  the  period  1919-1921.  In  the  Imperial  Valley  the  acreage 
is  27,100  acres,  compared  with  31,300  acres  last  year,  with  21,370 
acres  in  1920,  and  14,000  acres  in  1919. 

For  commercial  strawberries  in  the  early  and  intermediate 
States  an  area  of  103,400  acres  is  reported.  The  expansion  of  the 
area  of  this  crop  is  shown  by  a  7%  increase  over  1921,  a  75%  in- 
crease over  1920,  and  a  91  %  increase  over  1919. 

Strawberries  in  the  intermediate  States  have  a  reported  area  of 
81,130  acres,  compared  with  79,340  acres  in  1922.  Tennessee  leads 
these  States  with  20,060  acres,  followed  by  16,430  acres  in  Arkansas, 
10,560  acres  in  Missouri,  9,940  acres  in  Maryland,  5,500  acres  in 
Virginia,  and  smaller  acreages  in  other  States.    The  reported  area 


of  strawberries  in  the  early  States,  22,270  acres,  has  previously 
been  announced.     This  compares  with  17,550  acres  last  year. 

The  accompanying  table  presents  details  concerning  the  acreages 
of  the  potato  crop  of  the  early  and  intermediate  States,  the  early 
tomato  and  cantaloupe  crops,  and  the  strawberry  crop  of  the  inter- 
mediate States. 

Preliminary  Report  of  Commercial  Acreage  of  Potatoes,  Tomatoes, 
Cantaloupes,  and  Strawberries  in  Early  and  Intermediate  States. 

Early  and  Intermediate  Potatoes. 


Acreage  harvested. 

Acreage 

of  1923. 

State. 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

Fore- 
cast. 

P.ct.of 
1922. 

Early: 

Acres. 
2,680 
1,250 
27, 190 
18,020 

12' 820 
1,650 

15,880 
9,800 
1,610 

70,430 

Acres. 

3,180 

1,2-50 
25,480 
22,990 

2,000 
13, 170 

1,380 
18,590 
11,840 

3,120 
92,210 

Acres. 
4,010 
1,200 

28,340 

16,700 
1,880 

10,770 
1,220 

17,750 
9,890 
2,920 

93,610 

Acres. 
11,750 

2,500 
2S,340 
28,240 

2,660 
11,600 

1,430 
17,580 
IS, 930 

4,660 
9S,200 

Acres. 
7,050 
2,380 

22,960 

2^260 
8,240 
820 
14,060 
14,760 
2,750 
78,560 

60 

95 

81 

Florida 

67 

85 

71 

57 

80 

78 

Texas,  lower  valley 

59 
80 

Total 

163,710 

195,210 

1S8,290 

225,890 

172,830 

77 

Intermediate: 

2,210 
7,640 
9,260 
10,990 
.1,310 
39,790 

..s'oso 

2,320 

8,580 

9,380 
11,800 

1,600 
42,4S0 

4,280 
11,060 

2,150 

2,040 

15,780 
9,850 

12,090 
2,600 

44,510 
6,260 
7,950 
2,700 

1,740 
17,600 
10,880 
13,520 

3,500 
46,560 

6,560 
11,020 

3,600 

1,440 

12,850 
9,790 

12,710 
2,940 

29,800 
5,440 
8,980 
3,600 

83 

73 

90 

94 

84 

64 

S3 

81 

Utah 

1,650 

100 

Total 

8.5,910 

93,650 

103,780 

114,980 

87, 550 

76 

249, 620 

288,860 

292,070 

340,870 

260,380 

76 

Early  Tomatoes. 


4,980 
20,640 
5,780 
420 
9,330 
4,520 

5,830 
22, 740 

6.440 

'440 

10,310 

6,940 

2,490 
18, 030 
7,150 
560 
6,480 
9,040 

3,930 

33, 910 
10,480 
1,010 
9,430 
8,010 

5,150 
36,840 
12, 260 
1,670 
6,600 
6,080 

131 

109 

117 

165 

70 

76 

Total 

45, 670 

52,700 

43,750 

66, 770 

68,600 

103 

Early  Cantaloupes. 


California,  Imperial  Valley 

Florida 

Texas,  lower  valley 

Total 


Acres. 

14,000 

1,010 

510 


15.:.20 


Acres. 

21, 370 

1,150 

620 

23, 140 


Acres. 

21,350 
720 
800 


22, S70 


forecast 
for  1923. 


Acres. 

31, 300 
840 
770 


32,910 


Acres. 
27,100 
2,520 
1,950 


31,570 


Intermediate  and  Early  Strawberries. 


Intermediate: 

8,240 
890 
3,460 
3,010 
3,800 
6,310 
6,380 
2,600 
100 
10,350 
1,780 

9,070 
900 
3,720 
3,210 
3,440 
7,910 
5,420 
1,880 
80 
11,090 
2,090 

14,240 
920 
4,460 
3,250 
4,200 
8,720 
6,980 
1,920 
SO 

13,540 
2,780 

18,300 
950 
5,040 
3,240 
4,520 
9,320 
9,990 
3,380 
140 

19, 370 
5,080 

16,430 
1,580 
5,000 
3  260 

5,0S0 
9,940 
10, 560 
3,600 

120 

20,060 

5,500 

46, 920 
7,090 

54,010 

48, 810 
10,250 

61,090 
12, 160 

79,340 
17,550 

81, 130 

Early  States,  previously  reported 

22,270 

Total,    early    and    intermediate 

59,060 

73,250 

96,890 

103, 400 

March  31, 1923. 
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Corrections  in  Farm  Prices  of  Rice  on  December  1, 
1922. 

Errors  have  been  noted  in  the  average  farm  prices  for  rice  on 
December  1, 1922,  as  published  in  the  table  on  rice  on  page  564  of  the 
December  23,  1922,  issue  of  Weather,  Crops,  and  Markets.  Cor- 
rections should  be  made  as  follows:  The  published  figure  for  Texas, 
147  cents,  should  be  changed  to  90  cents,  and  that  for  Arkansas,  78 
cents  should  be  changed  to  88  cents.  These  changes  result  in 
changing  the  average  farm  price  for  the  United  States  from  99.7 
cents,  as  published,  to  93.4  cents. 

These  changes  also  result  in  the  changing  of  the  figures  for  "Total 
farm  value"  and  "Value  per  acre"  on  December  1,  1922,  as  follows: 
Texas — "Total  farm  value  "  changed  from  $8,760,000,  as  published, 
to  $5,363,000;  "  value  per  acre  "  changed  from  $45.86  as  published 
to  $28.08;  Arkansas— "Total  farm  value"  changed  from  $5,766,000, 
as  published,  to  $6,505,000;  "Value  per  acre"  changed  from  $37.44, 
as  published,  to  $42.24;  United  States — "Total  farm  value"  changed 
from  $41,836,000,  as  published,  to  $39,178,000;  "Value  per  acre" 
changed  from  $39.65,  as  published,  to  $37.14. 


Forecast  of  Bermuda  and  Creole  Onion  Crops. 

Forecast  of  a  commercial  production  of  2,975,000  bushels  of  Ber- 
muda and  Creole  onions  in  California,  Louisiana,  and  Texas  is  made 
by  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture.  This  compares  with  a 
harvested  crop  of  3,318,500  bushels  in  1922  and  of  3,085,500  bushels 
in  1921.  The  bulk  of  this  onion  crop  is  raised  in  Texas,  to  which 
State  2,264,300  bushels  of  the  forecast  are  assigned,  California  is 
credited  with  413,700  bushels  and  Louisiana  with  297,000  bushels. 

Only  Louisiana  has  a  larger  crop  than  last  year's  in  prospect. 
The  acreage  forecast  for  Texas  is  larger  than  last  year's  harvested 
acreage  but  the  total  production  forecast  is  smaller  because  of  an 
indicated  yield  per  acre  as  low  as  180  bushels,  compared  with  196 
bushels  in  1922,  and  227  bushels  in  1921.  Furthermore  the  Texas 
crop  is  delayed  by  a  late  freeze. 

Details  of  the  acreage  and  production  of  Bermuda  and  Creole 
onions  in  the  three  producing  States  are  presented  by  counties  in 
the  accompanying  table. 

Commercial  Acreage,  Indicated  Yield,  and  Forecast  of  Production 
of  Bermuda  and  Creole  Onions  for  1923,  with  Comparisons. 


Acreage. 

Yield  per  acre. 

Production. 

State  and 

Plant- 
ed, 

Indi- 
cated, 

Fore- 
cast, 

1921 

1922 

1923. 

1921 

1922 

1923. 

1921 

1922 

1923. 

California: 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Bus. 

Bus. 

Bus. 

_Bw«. 

Bus. 

Bus. 

Imperial... 

300 

350 

150 

245 

260 

315 

73, 500 

91,000 

47,200 

Riverside . . 

1,700 

2,600 

1,190 

245 

260 

308 

416, 500 

676,000 

366,500 

Total.... 

2,000 

2,950 

1,340 

245 

260 

309 

490,000 

767, 000 

413,700 

Louisiana: 

Lafourche  . 

940 

1,020 

1,000 

206 

200 

270 

193,600 

204, 000 

270,000 

P  o  i  n  t  e 

Coupee . . 

80 

80 

100 

206 

200 

270 

16,500 

16,000 

27,000 

Total.... 

1,020 

1,100 

1,100 

206 

200 

270 

210, 100 

220, 000 

297,000 

Texas: 

Atascosa. . . 

60 

30 

0 

200 

197 

12,000 

5,900 

0 

Dimmit 

3,100 

3,620 

3,940 

234 

186 

186 

725,400 

673,300 

732, 800 

Frio 

480 

800 

380 

240 

214 

236 

115,200 

171, 200 

89,700 

La  Salle... 

500 

840 

1,180 

225 

212 

194 

112, 500 

178,100 

228,900 

Lower  val- 

ley  

1,720 

1,330 

1,260 

148 

102 

104 

254,600 

135, 700 

131,000 

Maverick . . 

80 

90 

250 

250 

214 

284 

20,000 

19, 300 

71,000 

Medina 

180 

■290 

40 

380 

214 

22C 

68,400 

62, 100 

8,800 

Nueces 

600 

300 

600 

351 

138 

198 

210,600 

41,400 

118, 800 

San  Patri- 

20 

60 

20 

2,860 

138 

198 
232 
180 

2,800 

4,600 
514, 800 

Webb 

3,200 

3,350 

217 

224 

694, 400 

750,400 

300 
950 

900 
1,100 

'"297 

192 

246 

110 
230 

57,600 
233, 700 

Zavalla 

580 

172, 300 

253,000 

Total.... 

10,  500 

11, 920 

12, 590 

227 

196 

180 

2,385,400 

2, 331, 500 

2, 264, 300 

Grand  to- 

tal  

13, 520 

15, 970 

15,030 

'  228 

208 

198 

3, 085, 500 

3,318,500 

2, 975, 000 

The  average  farm  price  of  chickens  raised  on  farms  in  1922  was 
654,  a  decline  from  71$  in  1921  and  a  still  greater  decline  from  85.5$ 
in  1920. 


Mostly  Unfavorable  for  Agriculture  During  Week. 


Unfavorable  weather  continued  in  the  greater  part  of  the  country 
during  much  of  the  week  ending  March  27.  The  temperature 
averaged  much  below  the  normal  in  all  interior  districts,  with  an 
unfavorable  effect  on  the  growth  of  vegetation.  There  was  a  lack 
of  precipitation  in  the  Pacific  States,  and  drying  winds  were  un- 
favorable throughout  much  of  the  Northwest.  Moderately  heavy 
rain  fell  in  central  Texas  and  from  eastern  Texas  and  Louisiana 
northeastward  to  the  lower  Ohio  Valley.  Drought  conditions  per- 
sist in  central  and  southern  Florida. 

Early  reports  of  the  damage  to  truck  and  fruit  in  the  Southern 
States  by  unseasonably  cold  weather  on  the  19th  and  20th  were 
fully  verified,  with  few  exceptions,  by  reports  of  the  current  week. 
Further  damage  occurred  to  fruit  in  southern  New  Mexico  on  the 
morning  of  the  22d.  On  the  other  hand,  the  cool  weather  of  the 
past  week  or  10  days  has  been  favorable  in  holding  fruit  buds  in 
check  in  central  and  northern  districts.  Cold  and  stormy  weather 
was  unfavorable  for  stock  in  the  Great  Plains  and  Rocky  Mountain 
States,  with  some  losses  reported  in  Colorado.  Conditions  were 
mostly  favorable  for  young  lambs  in  the  far  West. 

SPRING   FARM   WORK   SOMEWHAT   DELAYED. 

Wet  soil  and  low  temperatures  delayed  farm  work  in  most  central 
and  eastern  regions,  and  spring  activities  were  behind  the  seasonal 
average  in  many  sections  of  the  country.  Dirt  roads  continued 
mostly  poor,  except  in  the  far  Southwest,  and  roads  were  blocked 
by  snow  in  northern  Michigan,  and  in  parts  of  the  Middle  West 
and  centra]  Rockies. 

Small  grains. — The  week  was  unseasonably  cold  in  most  of  the 
principal  winter  wheat  States,  especially  from  the  Mississippi 
Valley  westward,  and  precipitation  was  generally  light  except  in 
Kentucky  and  in  the  southern  portions  of  the  northern  Ohio  Valley 
States.  Soil  moisture  was  generally  ample  from  the  central  por- 
tions of  the  Plains  States  eastward,  but  wheat  made  little  growth 
during  the  week  because  of  the  low  temperatures.  No  material 
damage  has  yet  developed  from  the  recent  severe  freeze,  although 
some  injury  was  apparent  in  Kentucky  and  it  pas  believed  that 
some  harm  had  been  done  in  portions  of  Illinois.  Grains  were 
showing  up  better  in  Indiana  than  had  been  expected. 

Wheat  continued  in  generally  satisfactory  condition  in  Missouri 
and  was  recovering  slowly  from  the  effects  of  the  cold  weather  in 
Kansas  where  there  was  sufficient  moisture  except  in  the  western 
third  of  the  State.  Wheat  was  damaged  by  high  winds  in  western 
Oklahoma,  but  the  crop  continued  in  good  condition  elsewhere. 
Winter  grains  were  greatly  benefitted  by  snowfall  in  the  central 
Rocky  Mountain  States,  but  were  not  doing  so  well  in  Washington 
and  in  portions  of  eastern  Oregon  where  high  winds  blew  the  lighter 
soils  from  the  roots.     Grains  needed  moisture  badly  in  California. 

Conditions  continued  generally  favorable  for  winter  cereals  in 
the  Atlantic  Coast  States  and  the  South,  but  spring  oats  were  dam- 
aged considerably  in  some  portions  by  the  cold  of  last  week.  The 
week  was  decidedly  unfavorable  for  grains  in  southern  Michigan 
and  Minnesota  where  the  fields  were  bare  of  snow  and  subjected  to 
frequent  alternate  freezing  and  thawing;  the  northern  portions  of 
these  States  had  ample  snow  protection. 

The  weather  was  mostly  unfavorable  for  the  preparation  of  soil 
and  the  seeding  of  spring  oats  in  the  Central  States  and  very  little 
of  this  work  was  done  during  the  week.  Seeding  had  not  become 
general  in  Missouri  and  this  work  was  delayed  in  much  of  the  Ohio 
Valley  by  the  cool  weather  and  wet  soil  in  much  of  the  lower  lands. 
Few  oats  had  come  up  in  Kansas  and  the  general  condition  there 
was  poor. 

Corn. — Planting  and  replanting  made  fair  progress  in  Texas  where 
the  soil  was  well  prepared,  and  planting  progressed  rapidly  and 
was  becoming  general  in  South  Carolina  and  Georgia.  There  was 
too  much  rain  for  satisfactory  field  work  in  the  central  Gulf  States. 
Planting  was  retarded  in  Oklahoma  and  Arkansas  because  of  cold 
ground,  and  heavy  rains  in  the  Ohio  Valley  and  Tennessee  checked 
field  work.  Com  planting  advanced  well  in  Florida,  but  dry 
weather  delayed  germination.  Early  planted  com  was  doing  well 
in  this  State  with  fan  to  good  stand. 

Cotton. — Cotton  planting  advanced  well  in  Florida,  but  dry 
weather  delayed  the  germination  of  that  recently  planted  in  parts 
of  the  peninsula;  early  planted  was  doing  well  with  a  fair  to  good 
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stand,  although  some  was  damaged  or  killed  in  the  northwestern 
and  parts  of  the  northern  portions.  Cotton  planting  was  more  gen- 
eral in  central  and  southern  South  Carolina,  while  replanting  was 
going  on  in  southern  Georgia,  where  killing  frost  occurred  on  the 
morning  of  the  20th.  Planting  and  replanting  made  fair  progress 
in  Texas,  while  the  soil  was  too  cold  and  wet  for  field  work  in  the 
central  Mississippi  Valley.  Early  planted  cotton  was  checked  by 
cold  weather  in  Arizona.  Preparation  of  the  ground  for  planting 
cotton  was  going  on  in  the  Imperial  Valley  of  California. 

Potatoes,  truck,  and  miscellaneous  crops. — Planting  of  potatoes 
was  begun  in  New  Jersey  and  in  the  southern  part  of  the  eastern 
shore  of  Maryland.  Heavy  rain  the  preceding  week  damaged 
early  potatoes  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Virginia  where  replanting 
was  made  necessary.  Much  replanting  of  potatoes  was  necessary 
in  the  southern  coast  districts  of  South  Carolina  where  there  was 
considerable  dry  rot  in  the  seed  planted  in  February. 

SOUTHERN   TRUCK   CROP   SEVERELY   DAMAGED. 

Potatoes  and  all  truck  crops  were  severely  damaged  by  the  freez- 
ing weather  of  the  19th  or  20th  in  the  southern  tier  of  States,  ex- 
cept in  the  lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  in  Texas  and  in  the  greater 
portion  of  Florida.  Melons  were"  badly  damaged  in  southern 
Georgia  and  some  were  killed  in  extreme  northern  and  western 
Florida.  Early  planted  melons  were  doing  well  in  other  portions 
of  the  Florida  Peninsula,  but  the  germination  of  the  most  recently 
planted  was  delayed  by  dry  weather.  A  severe  freeze  in  southern 
New  Mexico  on  the  22d  damaged  some  early  vegetables. 

Sugar  beets  were  developing  poorly  in  California  on  account  of 
drought.  Cold  weather  checked  the  growth  of  sugar  cane  in  the 
lower  Mississippi  Valley.  Maple  sugar  making  continued  in 
Michigan  and  was  commenced  m  New  England,  but  the  harvest 
was  checked  by  cold  weather  the  last  of  the  week  in  New  York. 
The  planting  of  tobacco  and  peanuts  continued  in  Florida.  Fair 
progress  was  made  in  seeding  tobacco-plant  beds  in  Kentucky. 
Late  reports  indicate  that  the  freeze  of  the  19th  killed  much  sprout- 
ing tobacco  seed  in  Kentucky,  and  much  damage  was  done  to  young 
tobacco  by  the  cold  weather  of  the  20th  in  Georgia  and  South 
Carolina,  except  in  the  northern  and  immediate  coast  districts  of 
the  last-named  State. 

Pastures,  ranges,  and  stock. — Grass  made  good  advance  in  the 
middle  Atlantic  Coast  States,  with  favorable  weather  for  growth. 
Pastures  and  ranges  were  in  need  of  moisture  on  the  Pacific  coast. 
The  cold  weather  of  the  previous  week  delayed  the  revival  of 
ranges  in  Texas  and  it  was  dry  in  the  extreme  western  portion  of  the 
State.  Ranges  were  in  fair  condition  in  northern  New  Mexico, 
but  were  in  need  of  rain  in  the  southern  portion.  New  feed  was 
starting  and  stock  improved  slightly  in  Arizona  although  there  was 
no  precipitation  during  the  week.  The  weather  was  mostly  favor- 
able for  cattle  and  sheep  in  Nevada  where  grass  made  good  growth 
with  sheep  mostly  on  range. 

It  was  still  rather  cold  in  Utah,  though  there  was  some  further 
melting  of  snow  from  the  lower  valleys,  with  material  improvement 
in  the  ranges.  Ranges  were  greatly  benefited  by  snow  in  Colorado, 
but  the  cold  and  stormy  weather  was  unfavorable  for  stock,  with 
losses  reported  in  south-central  counties.  The  weather  was  unfa- 
vorable in  Wyoming,  although  not  especially  severe  for  stock  in  the 
southern  portion.  The  west  winds  opened  much  range  in  the  east- 
ern portion  of  the  State  the  latter  part  of  the  week.  Heavy  feeding 
was  still  necessary  in  the  southwestern  portion,  but  conditions  were 
better  in  the  northern  counties.  There  was  little  growth  of  pastures 
or  ranges  in  Washington,  and  pastures  were  short  in  Oregon. 

Sheep  shearing  was  begun  in  Arizona.  The  weather  was  unfavor- 
able for  lambing  in  Colorado  and  bad  for  calves  in  Wyoming. 
Early  lambing  was  well  under  way,  with  good  results  in  Montana, 
as  the  freedom  from  snow  was  favorable  and  the  temperature  was  not 
far  from  normal.  Lambing  made  good  progress  with  good  results  in 
Idaho,  and  the  conditions  were  mostly  favorable  for  lambing  in 
Nevada  and  Oregon.  There  has  been  a  big  crop  of  lambs  in  Cali- 
fornia. 

The  first  crop  of  alfalfa  has  been  made  in  parts  of  California,  with 
a  fair  yield.  Alfalfa  was  frozen  down  in  Kansas,-and  early  seeded 
clover  was  greatly  damaged  by  cold  the  latter  part  of  the  preceding 
week  in  the  lower  Ohio  Valley.  Great  mortality  was  reported 
among  young  pigs  in  Iowa  because  of  recent  severe  weather. 

SERIOUS   DAMAGE   TO   EARLY  FRUIT   CONFIRMED. 

Fruit. — The  serious  damage  reported  to  early  fruit  a  week  ago 
as  a  result  of  the  freeze  throughout  the  Southern  States  was  con- 
firmed by  the  reports  of  the  current  week.  Peach  buds  appeared 
to  have  suffered  considerable  damage  as  far  north  as  southern 
Virginia,  extreme  southern  Kentucky  and  Illinois,  Missouri,  espe- 
cially in  the  Ozark  region,  and  Kansas.  The  peach  crop  was 
almost  ruined  in  northern  Georgia  and  the  blooms  were  mostly 


killed  in  Tennessee,  while  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  buds 
were  killed  in  North  Carolina.  The  damage  was  severe  in  all 
sections  of  Arkansas  and  the  loss  was  total  in  parts  of  Oklahoma. 
Apples,  apparently,  were  not  materially  injured. 

A  damaging  freeze  occurred  in  New  Mexico  on  the  22d,  and 
additional  injury  resulted  to  plums,  peaches,  apricots,  and  some 
pears.  Fruit  buds  were  reported  in  excellent  condition  in  Ohio 
and  Pennsylvania  and  were  still  largely  dormant  in  West  Virginia, 
while  the  cold  weather  was  favorable  in  retarding  development  in 
the  central  Rocky  Mountain  area.  Strawberries  were  extensively 
protected  in  Louisiana  during  the  cold  weather  and  were  not  so 
severely  damaged  as  at  first  thought,  while  this  crop  was  appar- 
ently injured  but  little  in  Tennessee. 

Citrus  were  blooming  abundantly  in  Florida  where  groves  were 
being  irrigated,  and  bloom  was  heavy  in  California.  The  harvest 
of  naval  oranges  was  nearly  completed  in  the  latter  S„ate  and 
valencias  sized  up  well. 


Generally  Cool  Weather  Prevailed  During  Week. 


There  was  a  rapid  rise  in  temperature  during  the  first  24  hours 
of  the  week  ending  March  27  in  the  Eastern  and  Southern  States, 
especially  in  the  Northeast  and  in  the  west  Gulf  area.  In  the 
meantime,  however,  another  moderately  cool  wave  prevailed  in 
the  Rocky  Mountain  States  and  advanced  eastward  to  the  Atlantic 
coast  during  the  following  two  days.  Rather  cool  weather  ob- 
tained during  much  of  the  week  throughout  the  interior  States, 
while  it  was  abnormally  cold  in  the  central-northern  districts. 
At  the  close  of  the  week  another  cold  wave  had  overspread  the 
Canadian  Northwest  and  the  extreme  northern  Great  Plains. 

A  storm  of  considerable  intensity  was  central  over  the  southern 
Rocky  Mountain  States  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  and  moved 
thence  rapidly  northeastward  to  the  St.  Lawrence  Valley  by  the 
morning  of  the  23d.  It  was  attended  by  precipitation  in  the 
central  Rocky  Mountain  and  central  Plains  States  and  in  nearly 
all  districts  from  the  Mississippi  Valley  eastward,  except  in  portions 
of  the  extreme  Southeast.  Otherwise  the  weather  was  generally 
fair  in  most  sections  during  the  week,  although  rain  occurred  in 
most  of  the  Gulf  States  the  latter  part  of  the  week,  being  heavy 
in  much  of  Texas  during  the  last  24  hours. 

TEMPERATURE   AVERAGED   BELOW   NORMAL. 

Chart  1,  page  304,  shows  that  for  the  week  as  a  whole  the  tem- 
perature averaged  below  normal  in  all  sections  ol  the  country,  ex- 
cept fr  'm  extreme  southern  New  England  and  southern  New  York 
.southward,  and  the  Central  and  Southern  Pacific  Coast  States. 
It  was  especially  cold  for  the  season  in  the  western  Lake  region, 
the  extreme  upper  Mississippi  Valley,  and  in  the  Dakotas  where 
the  weekly  mean  temperature  ranged  from  6°  to  15°  below  normal. 
Minus  departures  of  temperature  from  the  normal  were  large  also 
in  Tennessee  and  portions  of  the  surrounding  States  and  in  the 
central  Rocky  Mountain  area,  particularly  in  extreme  southern 
Wyoming  and  Colorado,  where  the  week  was  9°  to  12°  colder  than 
the  seasonal  average.  It  was  comparatively  warm  in  the  middle 
Atlantic  Coast  States,  in  Florida  and  in  California,  except  in  a  few 
localities  of  the  latter  State.  While  the  week  was  mostly  cool, 
freezing  temperatures  did  not  extend  south  of  southern  North 
Carolina,  Tennessee,  northern  Oklahoma,  and  northwestern  Texas. 
Zero  or  lower  was  reported  in  northern  New  York  and  from  northern 
Michigan  westward  to  North  Dakota.  The  lowest  temperature 
reported  for  the  week  was  12°  below  zero  at  Devils  Lake,  N.  Dak., 
on  the  25th. 

Chart  2,  page  304,  shows  that  precipitation  during  the  week  was 
moderately  heavy  to  heavy  in  the  west  Gulf  area  and  from  central 
and  northern  Mississippi  northeastward  over  Tennessee  and  Ken- 
tucky to  southern  Ohio.  Elsewhere  the  amounts  were  generally 
light,  being  only  0.1-0.2  of  an  inch  in  most  localities,  although 
slightly  more  than  half  an  inch  was  received  in  the  upper  Lake 
region  and  some  central  Rocky  Mountain  sections. 

The  snow-covered  area  diminished  to  a  material  extent  during 
the  week,  particularly  in  the  lower  Missouri  and  upper  Mississippi 
Valleys  where  the  rather  heavy  cover  of  a  week  ago  had  disappeared. 
In  New  England  and  eastern  New  York  the  loss  ranged  up  to  a 
foot  or  more.  In  the  western  mountain  districts  the  snow-covered 
area  at  the  end  of  the  week  was  mostly  confined  to  the  higher  ele- 
vations, but  decreases  there  were  general  ranging  up  to  a  foot  or 
more  at  some  of  the  higher  levels.  This  decrease  was  largely  the 
result  of  settling,  as  the  cool  weather  prevented  any  material 
run-off. 

As  a  rule  sunshine  was  more  abundant  than  during  the  preceding 
week,  especially  in  the  Northern  States  and  in  the  central  and 
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southern  sections  of  the  country  east  of  the  Mississippi  River. 
Only  very  limited  areas  had  less  than  half  of  the  possible  amount 
of  sunshine  for  the  week,  while  the  weather  was  almost  continu- 
ously clear  from  extreme  western  Texas  westward  and  through- 
out California. 


Spring  Frosts. 


Frost  in  both  spring  and  fall  is  one  of  the  adverse  weather  condi- 
tions with  which  farmers  have  to  contend.  The  only  method  of 
protection  against  frost  damage  to  early  fruit  bloom  is  artificial 
heating,  which  is  not  practiced  extensively  in  the  case  of  deciduous 
fruit,  except  in  rather  limited  areas  where  the  industry  is  specialized. 
In  the  case  of  ordinary  spring  crops,  however,  frost  damage  can 
largely  be  prevented  by  not  planting  until  the  frost  risk  becomes 


It  is  important,  therefore,  that  this  matter  be  carefully  studied 
in  connection  with  spring  planting  operations.  Fairly  big  risks 
can  be  taken  for  some  crops  where  high  prices  are  usually  realized 
for  the  early- marketed  product,  but  for  general  planting,  particu- 
larly for  crops  known  as  "warm-weather  crops,"  it  is  not  advisable, 
as  a  rule,  to  take  too  great  risks.  Information  as  to  average  frost 
dates  in  any  locality  may  be  obtained  from  any  Weather  Bureau 
office. 

ADVISABLE   DATES   FOR   PLANTINGS. 

In  general,  such  crops  as  early  cabbage  plants,  radishes,  onions, 
early  peas  and  potatoes,  and  turnips  may  be  planted  about  two 
weeks  before  the  average  date  of  last  killing  frost.  Beets,  carrots, 
lettuce,  spinach,  cauliflower,  celery,  and  sweet  corn  should  be 
planted  about  the  average  date  of  last  killing  frost.  About  two 
weeks  after  that  date  snap  beans,  okra,  and  tomato  plants  may  be 
put  out,  but  it  is  usually  better  not  to  plant  lima  beans,  pepper  and 
egg  plants,  cucumbers,  melons,  and  sweet  potatoes  until  the  ground 
is  well  warmed  up,  or  about  a  month  after  the  average  date  of  the 
last  killing  frost. 

There  are  some  years  in  which  killing  frost  is  not  experienced 
during  the  entire  year  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  Florida  Penin- 
sula and  also  along  the  immediate  west  Gulf  coast.  As  a  rule,  it 
does  not  occur  after  March  1  in  extreme  northern  Florida,  the  more 
southern  portions  of  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Louisiana,  and 
south  of  the  neighborhood  of  Austin  in  Texas.  By  March  15  the 
average  frost  date  line  has-  receded  northward  to  south-central 
Georgia,  to  the  latitude  of  Montgomery,  Ala.,  south-central  Mis- 
sissippi, central  Louisiana,  and  central  Texas.  Two  weeks  later 
it  has  advanced  nearly  to  central  North  Carolina,  the  northern 
portions  of  the  east  Gulf  States,  north-central  Arkansas,  and  central 
Oklahoma. 

By  the  middle  of  April  killing  frost  does  not  occur  in  half  the 
years  south  of  east-central  Maryland,  north-central  Virginia, 
northern  Kentucky,  extreme  southern  Illinois,  north-central 
Missouri,  and  southeastern  Kansas.  It  may  be  expected  during 
about  half  the  years  as  late  as  May  1  in  central  Ohio,  north-central 
Indiana,  extreme  northern  Illinois,  central  Iowa,  and  southeastern 
Nebraska.  The  average  date  in  the  central  portions  of  the  lower 
Peninsula  of  Michigan,  central  Wisconsin,  north-central  Minnesota, 
and  most  of  the  more  northern  portion  of  South  Dakota  is  as  late 
as  May  15,'  while  in  a  few  localities  in  extreme  northern  Michigan 
and  Minnesota  it  may  be  expected  in  slightly  more  than  half  the 
year  as  late  as  June  1. 


India's  Wheat  Acreage  Ahead  of  Last  Year, 

The  area  sown  to  wheat  in  India  this  year  is  now  estimated  at 
30,032,000  acres,  an  increase  of  521,000  acres  over  the  previous 
estimate  and  an  increase  of  1,798,000  acres  over  the  final  estimate 
of  1921-22.  Exports  of  wheat  from  India  during  the  coming  season 
are  expected  to  be  larger  than  those  of  last  year,  even  though  the 
crop  may  not  be  any  larger.  This  is  because  this  year  India  has 
a  fair  reserve  on  hand,  whereas  at  the  beginning  of  last  year  the 
bins  were  empty. 


Brazil's  Cotton  Crop  553,000  Bales. 

The  cotton  crop  in  Brazil  for  this  season  is  553,000  bales  of  478 
pounds  net,  according  to  a  cabled  report  from  the  International 
Institute  of  Agriculture.  This  is  a  reduction  of  10%  from  the  pro- 
duction of  1921-22,  but  an  increase  of  more  than  70%  over  the 
average  production  for  the  pre-war  period,  1909-10  to  1913-14. 


Temperature  and  Precipitation  for  the  Week  of  March  21-27,  1923. 
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Chart  1. — Departure  of  Mean  Temperature  from  the  Normal,  Week  Ending  8  a.  m.,  March  27,  1923. 
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